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TO THE 



R E A D E R^ 



TH E enfuing Treatife Was firft pul>» 
lifli'd about the Year 1657, and (a 
well accepted, that within about two 
Vears Time it pafled three Editions. 

The Author, a zealous Pnoteftdnt and Lovet 
of Liberty, was excited to write on this Sub^* 
jeft, by the numerous Complaints of thb 
People, at that Time labouring under fevere 
Profecutions for Tithes. 

For although the Power and Jurifdidtion qf 
the Eccleftaftical Cdufts, to which Profectf-* 
tions for Tithes were limited by an Ad made 
in the jad Year of King Henry the Eighth^ 
had been taken away, and the Bifhops and 
their Clergy rernoved j yet the fucccedirig 
Preachers, equally mindful of their own Irt- 
tereft, foon obtained an Order of Parliament 
for fettling themfelves pro tempore, dated the 
ctd of OBober 1644, ^^^ ^^ Ordinance f6r 
Tithes dated the 8th of tJovember following y 
under the heavy Burden of which the People 
m vain f:ontiBued to expre& great Uneadnsfs s 
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For^ when fevcral Years after, upon CronrmU^i 
being made Protcdtor, one of the Articled of 
Government, by him fVi/orn to and fubfcribed, 
did exprefe, that asfoon as may be a Provifion 
tefs fubjeSi to Scrtipleand Contention^ and more 
certain than the prejentj be made for the En^ 
couragement and Maintenance of able and 
painful Teachers^ a Claufe was infertcd therein, 
thsx until fud> Provifion be made^ the prefsnt 
Maintenance [w;^. by Cities] /hall not betaken 
away nor impeached. By which Clauie^ the 
Preachers, fecure of the Continuanoe of the 
©Id Pay, fat down at Eafe, profeeiiting foch 
as refufed to pay them Tithes,, both io the 
Cbotts at Weftminjler^ and before the Jufticet 
ef the Peace in the Country ^ wkh fuch ex- 
treme Severity, that our Author has taken a 
particular Notice of it, and pathetically de- 
teribed fome of their unmerciful Exadions^ 

^t' 43- 

After he has given an Extradl, or (hort 

tliftory of Tithes, from the firft Appointment 

of them by the Law oi Mofes^ taken chiefly 

frdfti the Hiflory of Tithes by the learned 

Antiquary John Selden^ he then eonfiders the 

feveral Claims made to' them j as firft. By 

divine Right y fecondly. By the Gifts of Kings 

. and Princes i thirdly. By the Lands of Kings 
and Parliaments ; fourthly, Ey particular 
Gifts, ylppropriations, Conjecration, and Do^ 
nation of the Owner's of the Land y fifthly^ 
By Prejiription and legal Pojf'effion 5 fixthly, 

. ^y Purchafe. To the Arguments for each 

of 
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of which Claims he returns a liartkolaf ' 
Anfwer.. But, 

As the Author has not been fo full in his 
Remarks on Impropriate TitbeSi nor fo copious 
in his Anfwers to the Arguments of tlK>fte 
^ho plead for the divine Right of Ttitbei^ as 
he might have been, for which latter he gives 
this Reafon } Though divine Rights fays he^ 
bath been long pretended^ few are now left wha 
will only /land to it, and the Generality, both 
(f LaviyerSf Priefts and People^ are if a con^^ 
trary Mind. pag. 3 1. WherefcH-e for the Sake 
of fuch Readers as may not be thoroughly 
fkttsfied in thofe Points, we have thought 
proper to annex by way oi Appendix^ 

ifli A Bifcourfe .of Impropriate ftithes, 
written by Thomas Ellwood. 

2d. Reafons given by Thomas Bennett^ an 
Inhabitant of the Pariih of AUhalhws, Bark^ 
ingy London, concerning the unjuft ExaSlioft 
of Tithes^ prefcntcd to Thomas Adams^ Lord- 
Mayor of that City, Anm 1645- 

3^. Some Arguments againft Tithes, ex^ 
traced from a Treatife written by the cele- 
brated John Miiton. And, 

j{.tb. In Conclufion, we have added a few 
Extiafts from a Tradl, under the Title of An 
Anfwer to the Country-P arfori s Pka againft 
the Quakers Tithe-^Bill, by a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons 5 wherein a pretended legal 
Property in Tithes, fo much' infiftcd on by 
fome of the Clergy, is fet in a ftrong Light, 

A3 Having 



Mi I A PREMONITTOTNT 

• If jiYtD| laid before the Reader the& Hintae 
©f the Contents of the Work, and the A^ 
pndix ili^x^Xo^ !yv:c iliaU: ftibjoin in brief our 
Inducesa^nt fer the Repubiicatioa of both ; 
which is for ih^ Information of the prdfent 
^ncratign i — that the You^h of our Society,, 
or others into whofe Hand^ they &aU fiill> may 
not bp igi\orant oi the Reafons which at iirik 
did, and ^iU do, determine us in an inflexible 
Teftii;nany agaii^ft the Payment of Tithes y 
and they will find it clearly proued, that nc^ 
Obligatipn to a. contrary ConduA can ^rt^ 
^om any ligai or. Parliamentary San&ion. 

Yet as from this Plea, foaie, not of our 
FrofeiGop, whp in other Refpedis- make nor 
great Shew of Bigotry, are fb weak aa: to 
urge the Payment of them, and £>me who^ 
are of our PtoJfeiiion, under the &me Con- 
^deration or Pretence, and from thelnfluence 
^f Example and Perfwalion, may be induced* 
to pay t^em ;, — to each of tbefe it is neceflary 
to fay a Word or two ^ fpr, in regard to the 
latter^ we do not obferve that our anti^nt 
Friends^ wl^o wrote on thisSubjedb, haveiaid 
, much diredly to fiich an inconfifient Con* 
dud: ;. not apprehending, as we fuppofe, the 
Degeneracy would ever be fo great ias- to re- 
quire it. 

And though a dmiite, Right to Tithes is- by 
iRroteJiants at this Time generally difclaimed, 
yet it flill is upon that St(ippofiUon the Na* 
tional Law enforces the. Payment of diem, as^ 
the following Sheets abundantly make ap- 
pear. 
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pear. We are to confider then, and judge d? 
the Confiftence or Inconfiftence of the Con-' 
du& of any Member of our Society in this- 
particukr, a& we would of the Condiid of 
any Pr^efiant Dijfenter on the Principle of 
Liberty and Confcience ;: who, on Pretence of 
being determined by an outward Law, ad» 
contrary to his own profeffcd Principles^ 
There is» a Language^ and much ftronger , i» 
ji^iens^Ti in Wdrds. Every one who pay»^ 
•Kthes to a National Mimjlry^ by that A<a, 
leems to declare his Belief that they are; by 
the Conftitution of the Chrifiinn Cburcb, due 
to that Miniftry, antecedent to any National. 
Law, and that it is truly and properly a Gol- 
pelMinMlry, whether of this or any other 
National Church i becaufe not only the Law 
by which they are recovered, but the Par/on- 
who claims them, takes all this for granted. 
For x:an it be iuppofed he will plead a Right 
tp Tithes, without declaring himfelf to hav^ 
this Right as a Minifter of Chrift ? Fron* 
whence this (hameful Abfurdity undeniably 
fpMows^ that every Man, under the Profefliorp 
of^^l^erifm^ who pays Tithes, cither pro- 
•fefles what he does not b^lievey or Believes- 
what he doe? not praSUpe. jpor. 

The Bajis of our Religion is the unherfaP 
Mahifeftation and immediate Teaching of the 
holy^ Spirit -, — from which arifes a Faith, that 
all acceptable Worfhip is performed in and 
under its influence s— ^that iail Gofpel Miniftry 
flows from its Emanations ; — that thas in VcC- 

fcls^ 
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viii ^PREMONITION 

fels prepared and fandified by the Divine 
Hand, is the fole efTential Qualification to that 
Work. That as the Gift is divine, the Scr^ 
vice is free, and n^uft be faithfully diicharg'd 
without any Objedt of Reward from Man^. 
That Study, Learning or Art, are no efTentiai 
Parts of the Charader of a Gofpcl Miniftcr^ 
nor can any Man be initiated into this Office 
by human Call or Ordination. A funda* 
mental Article which never can be reconciled 
to the Payment of Tithes, for the Support of 
aWorfhip and Miniftrv ftanding upon ano- 
ther Foundation *, unlefs contrary Mtans, Ob- 
jedsand Ends, can be made to conftitute the 
fame Charader. And how much foever Ibme 
Mens Underftandings. may be darkened with 
the Notions of Law and Prefcriptiort^ in fa- 
vour of a pretended Property.; as is evident 
in the Payment of Tithes, yet if we com-* 
plied with thefe Laws or Prefcriptions^ we 
fbould vertually acknowledge the Confifteiicy 
of it with the ChHJiian Religion, arid that 
thofe to whom they are paid are the Miniflers 
of Cbrift\ and hereby Ihould intirely give up 
the Reafonablenefs of our Plea of feparating 
from that Worfhip and Miniflry. 

A Defedion in the lead Degree, an In- 
Bovation in feme Modes and Ceremonies. 
' which have little or nothing in them moral ot 
divine, but are indifferent in their Nature and 
Tendency, may not always be a fufKcient 
Reafon for a Separation ; but whenever a 
Depravity^in Fundamentals^ in any Society^ 

is 
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IS di&overM, fuch as their Worfllip and Mi- 
niftry ; a Separation, ao Attempt for a Re- 
formation^ becomes an indifpenfable Duty ; 
and to concur in the Support of this Worfliip» 
and Miniftry, after fuch a Separation^ is the '^ 
greateft of ContradiAion s. 
f Nothing can be weaker^ nothing more 

prepofterous, than to make the Law of the 
Land the Rule of Mens Condudt relating ta 
their Wijrfhip and Religion. A Man whci 
thus will reafon, and thus would Z&, has 
no Religion i knows not what it is. He muft 
change his Profeflion of Religion^ if the 
Laws of the Countries where he came re^ 

?uired it, as often as he changed his Climate* 
le would pay his Devotion to the Virgin 

> Mary at Rome^ to Mahomet at Mecca or 
Medina^ to the Sun in Perfiay and the Moorr 
in antient Arabia. 

. irhe Magiftrate is no more warranted by 
the Precepts of the Gofpel, to compel me to 
pay towards the Support and Maintenance- of 
any Religion and Miniftry, than he has to 
chufe a Religion for- me. Every thing whhin 

. the Verge of Religion, or a Part of Chrijiian 
Faith and Worfhip, is out of his Jurifdidtion^ 
as he can no more than any other Man, 

; anfwer to God for my doings or omitting, 
what in Cohfcience I believe is my Duty. It 
is a.Contradidion td that invaluable Blefiing 
Liberty.^ in the bejft Senfe of the Word, and 
to the Idea of a Reformation. Were Men 
accuftomed to reafon with the feme Ckarneis 

' ' and 
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lind difintereded Impartiality in divine Thiqgsr 
as in natural, they could not but fee the 
Truth of our Conclufion in its prefcnt Appti^ 
cation. 

And that we are not fingular in this kitid 
of Reafoning, may appear from the Inftance 
of yobii Lockey who in his firft Letter con^ 
cerning Toleration, juftfy diftinguiflies be^ 
tween what is a Part of rdtgious Worfhip^ 
believed to be appointed by Ood, and nvhat ii 
but a Circumjlance belonging thereto 5 fucb as 
the I'ime and Place of Worjhip ; IJabit and 
Pojiure of him that .worjfnps ; ivhicb^ as Go4 
has not given any expreji Gtmmand about tbentf 
and being in themfehes perfeSfly indifferent^ 
may fometimes be determined by human Pru^ 
denCBy as flfall bf judged moft Jubfervient to the! 
'End of Order and Decency. But even in thi? 
he obferves, that thofe who believe the Pirft^ 
or the Seventh-day to be fet apart by God^ and 
conficrated Jlill to his Worfioip^ to themrthat 
Portion of 7ime is not a fimple Circumftance^ 
but a real Part of divine Worfhip^ nx^hiib can 
neither be changed nor negJeSted. ■ 

He affirms, and proves, the follbwtng Pro* 
pofitions, viz. T^at the Magi fir at e'S Poivef 
extends not to the ejlabli(hing of any jfrticles (ff 
Faith or Forms offTdrJhip^ by the Force of bis 
Laws. ■ ■ ■ 

That the End of a religious Society is tbsf 
publick Worfhip of God^ and by Meam thereof 
the Acquifition of eternal Life. All Difcipline 
ought therefore to tend to that End^ and all 

Ecclefajiical 
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JEccIejSafiical Laws to bit thereunto confined. 
Nothing ought not can be tranJaSled in this So- 
fiefy, relating to the Profeffion of civil and 
Hvorldly Goods. J^o Force is here to be made U/i 

cf idpon any Occafion wbatjbever. »— 

. ^hai of , particular Churches of different Ver-^ 
fivajions^ no one of them has any manner of 
yurifdiSiion over the other y no not even when the 
/Civil Magiftrate comes to be of this or, the ether 
Communion. For the Civil Government can 
give na new Right to the Church, nor the Church 
to the Civil Government. So that whether th$ 
Magijlrate join hinifelf to any Churchy or fepor 
rate from ify the Church remains always as it 
was oefore^ a free and n>oluntary Society. It 
neither requires the Power of the Sword by the 
Magi fir ates^ coming to ity nor does it lofe the 
Jkighi of TnjlruBion and Excommunication hy 
hii goifigfrom ii. Tiis is the fundamental and 
ifnmutable Right of a fpontaneous Society, that 
it has Power lo remove any of its Members that 

^^^mP'^f^ '^^ i^/^^ of its Inftitution : But it 
fdririot^ by the Accejlon of any new Members^ 
acquire any Right of yurifiiSiion cyer ihofe 
that are not joined with it. 

^at Excommunication neither does, nor caur^ 
fi[epriye the excommunicated Perfon of thofi 
civil Goods and Immunities which he forj^rlf 




at nobody, in fine^ neither fingk Perfmi^ 
tor ChurcheS;, nay^ nor even Cantmrn-weaitiDS^ 
have any jujf 7iile to invade the ciifilRigbts, 
iiffd worldly Gi^dsifeaffi other^ uj^ J^etence 
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cf Religion. T^bat ^whence foever the Autkh 

fity of the Clergy fprung^ fince it is Ecckfi^ 
fiftical^ it ought to be confined within the Bounds 
fof the Churchy nor can it in any manner be 
extended lo Civil Affairs i becauje the Church 
'"'^isxi ^ing abjolutely feparate and diJiinU 

the Common-wealthy The Boundaries on ' 
hth Sides are fixed and immoveables He jum^ 
hies Heaven and Earth ijogether^ the Things 
mofi remote and oppojite^ pho mixes fhefe tm> 
Societies^ which ar,e />/ their Original^ Endp 
BufinefSy and in every things perfeSlly difiinSi^ 
md infinitely differ^eht from each other 

"fkat the Mdgifirate fannot take away thefe 
^'orldly things from this Many or Partyy and 
give them to that j nor change Property amongfi 
Fellow-fubjeSlSy (no not even by a Law) for a 
Caufe that has no Relation to the EndofCivif 
government; I mean for their Religion. 

Thk Rcafoning, although it was calculated 
in favour of a general Toleration, yet, wheiji 
applied to the prefe^ht Cafe of Tithes, popr 
eludes ftrongly in our Fayoun 

Not to detain the Reader with too long ^ 
Pr^fape^ nor repeat ysrhat is already iaid, we 
may juft remind him ; that as in thp Nature 
of the Thing, a Precept only, oot an Example 
for the Payment of Tithes, in their prefent 
Extent^ niufl; be produced ia the New-Tefta- 
ment, in order to make the Claim good upojj 
SiChriJian Bottom : Such a Precept, or tljc 
want of one, muft determine whether thig 
;s, or is not, a Part of the Chrifiian Conftitu- 

tion. 
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tbn» In a Matter of fo great Concern, it were 
highly abfurd to fuppofe, a pofitive Precept 
would have been omitted by Chrifiy the 
Foander of our Religion, and his infpired 
Followers, if fuch an Exadion had been 
defign'd. That there is no fuch pofitive Pre-p 
cept in the New-Teftament, is a Truth vx 
Fad:, and therefore a Negation of this Exv 
aiSion. 

, In a Word, neither the Donation of Tithes, 
fior a Fha for them, for the Service of the 
Prieflhood only, took place, until a Defei^ioq, 
in more Infbiices than one, from the Parity 
ef the apoftolick Age, overfpread the Chrifiian 
Church, about the Time of Conflantim the 
firft Cbriftian Emperor ; — that fatal Peribd, 
when a Door was opetied to transform Reliw 
gion into a political Syilem ; — to incorporate 
Cbrijlianity with yudaifm znd P^ani/m ;. 
but we, in denaarfing rto« the Payment of 
Tithes, recur diredly to the Ages of Chrifiian 
Purity, before thefe Corruptions were intro^ 
diaced. 

We iay then, whatever Ibme Men may 
^nk, or however others may a£t, if tl:k^ 
People caird fakers fhould at any Time fo 
far temporize with the Laws and Cuftoms of 
the Times, as to pay Tithes, or any Thing 
of fte Nature of Titles, t!|iey will prefer thefc 
Laws and Cuftoms to that which is divine, 
run retrograde to their own Reformation, and 
degi^nerat^ into that Darknefs, out of which 

their 
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their Predcceflbrs were refcued^ b^ the brealu^ 
ing forth of Gtfpei Itigbt. 

A pradical Conformity to the 
4hey had embraced, though attdoded 
rery great Hardihtp$, is one- cogent Afgumeni 
of this People b^ing adhiat^d^ ia the fie^-* 
^^9 by^ ^ ^^^T re^oltming Principle ; of 
which the Hiftt^ry of tbeir Sufferir^s wUl bH 
jsi lading Monument On the contrjary, a 
ienTiIe Compliance with tbte La^ amfd Qi£- 
toms of the Tim€&> a Fear of SttfFerifig ; o€ 
thp Reproach of Obftihacy or Simgulmty'^ JUt 
ever greatly obftru^ftcd : the Work of Reform 
mation amongft Disinters of nioft Deiioiniif^ 
nattioni. . » 

We ihaU concla4e; with ch&mn^, t!&t^ . al 
^n one hand, a patient Suffering m^ t pM^ 
Canfe, k highly cocrfifttot with (Aftj^idm 
jFortitiidcii ana caoilot p^ls .onrewarded ; t9 
on the other^ all Severity, aH nQqeceOitf|f 
Pains and PenakieSy inflidled on* feeh a coi^W 
jKuendous Condud^ evinces the Rediains of 
that perfecuting Spirit, which has madj9 
Ignore Ha^irock in' the CbriJHaft Chisfdi> <!han 
lantongfi; any adasr People in the knbwil 
World. 
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Author's Prefecc 

' ' • To Thp . . 



Great Gafe of T I T H E S. 

To the CoujiTRYMEN, Fa&mb%s^> 

I 

IT is for ypur Sakes that this fmaU Treatifc 
is jTent abroad, that in a matter wherein 
yoo are (o much concerned, you might tic 
truly informed \ AM becaufe there are many 
dijftering Opk)ions^ and of late Years Ijave 
been great Dilpqtes^ concerning the Right of 
"tithes^ which makes the Cafe feem difficult 
to be refolved, I have given you the Subftance 
of all that ever I could find v^ritten, or hear 
'difcourfed, touching that Point ; and for 
more than two Years lafl paft, I have made 
much Enquiry into it \ and if there be any 
who have fomething to fay for them, which 
is not herein touched^ or in fome general 

B Head 
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• Head comprehended, It fhall be acceptable t# 
me to receive it. 

The Method of the Difcoarfe. 

Fir{l:, / have begun with Tithing among 
the Jews, wbich^ either in Precept or Example^ 
is the Foundation of all others. 

Scipondiy, I have given you a jhort View of 
the Do<^rines, Opinions^ Decrees, and Praftices 
of the Primitive Church concerning them^ and 
from thence downward until this Day^ which 
is effOttgh to clear the whole Point. 

Thirdly, Out of which^ having made fome 
Jhort Oh/ervaiions, 1 ftate the Cafe as it ion^ 
arm us in England. 

Fourthly, Jlnd then hearing what every one' 
hath to Jay for them^ and giving them parti cu^ 
lar Anfwers^ 

Fifthly, I proceed to fatisfy fome great Ob^ 
jeBions^ and fo conclude the whole y in as much 
Brevity as the Variety (f the SukjeSl would 
permits 

A. Pearson. 
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Of T 1 T H I N o amongji the ] e w s* 

O D having' chofen Aaron and his Sons fof 
the Office of the Priefthood, and the reft 
of tl?e Tribe of L^i for the Service of thfe 
Taberoacie, he gave unto the Levites all the Tenth 
in Ifrdel for 'an Inheritance for their Servicej 'and •• 

they were to have no Inheritance among the Chil- - - 

dren of IfraeL 

And the Levitesy out of their Tithe, were to 
offer up an Heave- Offering of it fof the Lord^ 
even the teftth Part of the Tithe> and give it unto 
Aaron the Prieft for hinifelf and his Sons *, and no 
other Portion had the Priefts out of thfe Tithes, but 
they, were for the Levites that did the common Ser- 
vices of the Tabernacle, for the Strangers, for the 
Fatherlefs and the Widows, 

Befides die Tenth of the Tithe, the Priefts h^A Ptut.\t.^ 
the firft ripe Fruits of the Ground, of Wheaf, df 
Barley, of Figs, of Grapes, of Olives, of Pom- 
granatei and Dates, at what Quantity the Owner J?^. 45.15 
pieafed ^ ah Heave-Offering alfo of Com, Win^, 

B 2 Oyl, 
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OyL Fleece, and the like^ waFgiyen to the Prkffis 
at the fixtieth Part^, fometimcs at the fiftieth or 
more, at the Devotion of the Owner. 

Of Cattle alfo the Firft-born were the Lord's, 

paid tathe Priefts, of clean Beafts in Kind', of un- 

£xci.i5.«Qlean in Money, with a fifth Part added : AM?^ 

divers Parts of the Sacrifices were appointed for the 

i^riefb. 

But no Tithes did the Pricfts receive of the Peo- 
ple 5 for thofe belonged to the Levites that were 
appointed over the Tabernacle, and the . Inftru- 
ments thereof, to bear it, to take it down, and fee 
it up, to ferve Aaron and his Sons, and to do the 
Services of the Tabernacle, and keep the Inftru- 
mcnts thereof ; and their Service chiefly was upon 
removing of the Hoft ; for better ordering whereof, 
and. ewery onca Service, they were divide^ into 
three Parts, the Kcbathitej, the Gerjhonites^ and the 
M^rarUeSf and thefe received Tithes of th^ P€Ofrfe, 
and out of them, a tenth Part they delivered to the 
Priefts. 

Afterwards^ when Solomon had builded a Tern* 
t€br<m.i6^^^^ and placed the Ark therein, other Ofiices 
jc, & }2, ^cr^ appointed for the Leviles \ one Part of thera 
were to be Singers ; another to be Porters, and 
take the Charge of tlie Gates of the Temple ; 
another to be Keepers of the Treaftiry -, others of 
them alio were placed abroad in the Country, on 
'the Weft Side of Jordan one Toufand feven Hun- 
dred, and on the Eaft Side two Thodand ieven 
' Hundred. 

By this Time alfo the Pofterity of Aaroti htk% 
inuch encreafed, the Priefts were divided inoo twen- 
ty four Ranks or Courfes, according to> t^ Names 
of their Families, and every pnie's Atten^apce was 
required by Turns -, and hereupon 2^cbarfas k 
faid to be of the Courfe ofJbia^ and to execute 
the Pricft's Office, and burn Inccnfc as his Turji 

came. 
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£&me, IJuke i. and the firft of the firft Riink had 
the Pre-eminence, and was the High-Prieft, and 
fo every one according to their jPrecedcncy werb 
prcfored. 

The Lewies that were Singers were divided, 
as the Priefts, into twenty four Ranks or Courfes ; 
the Pbrters inito five Parts, one Part to evertr of 
the four Gates of the Temple, and the fifth to 
JfuppiMt^ i. e. tht Ccuncii-Houfe. 

The Treafury was generally committed to on^, 
as the chief, but under him to two Sorts of otha: 
Officers 5 ohe to keep the Treafutes of the Houfe 
of the Lord, and thofe Thingis that were offered to 
the Lord ; and the other to keep the dedicate 
Things : In thefc Treafuries were put the fecohd 
Tithes, the Offerings of all Sorts of People, which 
were for the Ufcs and Services of the Temple, for 
the Fathcriefe, the Stranger, and the Widow* 

After the Captivity, and new Dedication of the 
Temple, it appears, riiat in many Particulars, 
•their Laws, Ordinances and Cuftoms, were very 
fnuch changed^ efpecially in this of Tithing : But 
not being much pertinent to this Difcourfe, I fliall 
pafi tkem over j only from thefe ihort Hints, lit 
the Reader underiland, that though the Priefts and 
ULeviUs were both of the Tribe of Levi^ yet was the 
jPriefthood fctded in the Sons of Aarony and tlie 
Offices of the Priefts were quite diflferbnt from the 
JLeviies^ and fo was their Maintenance ^ind, as 
before is herein plainly fhewed. 

Thefe Pricfts and LevUes being feparated for the 
Work of die Lord, in the Tabernacle and in the 
Temple they miniftred according to the Ordinances 
of the firft Covenant, which were Figut^es for the 
Time then prefent, and Shadows of good Things 

to come. ' ' 

► - • ... 

B 3 A View 
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^ View of the DoSlrines^ Decrees andPraSlicei 
^Tithing, from the Infancy of tbf 
Chriftian Church, until this Day. 

BU T in the Fulnefs of Time, God raifed up 
another Prieft, Christ Jesus, who was not 
ot the Tribe of Leviy nor confccrated after the " 

Order of -^/?rw -, for he pertained to another Tribe, 
pf which no Man gave Attendance at the Altar, 
who (having obtained a more excellent Miniftry, of 
a greater and more perfed Tabernacle, not of the 
former Building, being the Sum and Subftance of 
all the Patterns of Things under the firft Covenant) 
put an l^nd to the iirft Priefthood, with all its Shar 
jdows. Figures, and carnal Ordinances, and chainging 
the Priefthood, which had a Command to take Tubes 
.pf their Brethren, there was, made of Neceffity alfp 
.^ Change of the Law, and a difannuUing of the ^ 
Commandment going before, which was but im- 
pofed until the Time of Reiormation, 

And the Apoftles and Miniftersof Cbriji Jefus^ 
when he had finiihed his Office upon Earth, by 
pfFering yp himfelf through the Eternal Spirit, a 
Sacrifice without Spot, unto God, did not look 
hack to the Ordinances of the former Priefthood, 
but teftified an End was put unto them ; and wit- 
neffed againft the temple, wherein the Pricfts mi- 
niftred, for which Stephen was ftoned to Death ; 
; againft Qircumcifipn^ faying. It was not that of the 
Flefi \ againft the Vajjover^ Priejis^ &c. and 
preached up Chrift Jefus and liU Doftrine, the new ^ 

^nd living Way, which was not made manifcft 
. whije as the firfl Tabernacle was . ftanding. Nor 
did they jgo about tp eftablifh the Law by which 
Tithes were given in the former Priefthood, but 
Jfrefly they preached t^e iGofpel which. they had 
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iieccived, and did not require any fettled Mainte- 
nance, but lived of the free Offerings and Contri- 
^butionsrof the Saints, who by their Miniftry were 
twned to Cbrift Jejus. 

At Jerufalem and thereabouts, fu^h was the 
Unity of Heart among the Saints in the Ajpoftlcs 
Time, that all Things were in common, and none AUs^w^ 
granted ; and as many as were PofTeflbrs of Lands 
or Hpoffes, fold them, and brought the Price, and 
laid it down at the Apoftles Feet, and it was diftri- 
butcd unto, every Man according as he had Need. 
. So the Church gathered by (a) Mark at Alexan- 
irta m^gyp^ followed the fame Rule as the Saints 
did at ' Jtrufalem^ having all Things in common : 
And Pbih Judcms^ a famous Author of that Time, 
reporteth, that not only there, but in many other 
Provinces, the Ci>ri/?i^»5 lived together in Societies. 

In the Churches at ydfe/jcf A, the Saints poffeired-^S^'^**9 
every Man his own Eftate ; fo likewife in Galatia iCor.itf.a 
and Corinth^ where the Apoftle ordained, that 
Weekly-Offerings for the Saints Ihould be made by 
icvery one as God had bleffed him ; and by thefe 
.Offerings, (which were put into the Hands of the 
Deacons of the Churches) were all the Services and 
Needs «>f the Church fupplied, ■ 

(b) By Example of thefe, the Courfe of Monthly 
OfJerings fucceeded in the next Ages, not cxafted, 
but freely given at the Bounty of every Man, as 
appears plainly by Tertullian in Apology ch. 39. 
where, upbraiding the Gentiles with the Piety and 
Devotion of Cbrijiians^ he faith, Wbaifiever we 
have in the ^reafury of our Churches^ is not raifed 
by ^axattOf}y as though we put Men t(f ranfom their 
iieligion ; but every Man once a Months or when it 

B 4 pleafetb 
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(i) Hieroa. in vita Marc. 

fji) VA^e SyaoJ, Ganjr, On. <©• 



fiiafeth Ufnfelf^ hflikMb what he ibirAs g$^^ anit 
Hdt vAthauihe HJhih -/ for no Mm is isfr^ed^ hut 
kft free to hk ^WH Bijcreiion : A^ that ^ikh H 
gVQen^ is not bellowed in Fanity^ hui in relieving tbi^ 
Potr; akd' npn 'Cbil^reH deftme ff PdMntSj ' and 
Maintenahet i>f aged and feeUe F^rjons\ Min wrecked 
ky Sea^ and fuch as are wndefmn&d to the Me^t- 
MineSy hanified into Iftands^ or cdji ifito P^ifkfi f 

prqfejing the true God^ and the Chriftiatt i%>**. 

And this Way of Contribuiibrt cofttifttred ki the 
Church till the great Perfecutiom under Maxifni^ 
fiian ixndDiocleJan^ about the Yefer 304, as ('C}Eu^ 
fibius tcftifieth, which alfo appears by the Writing 
of Tertullfanj Origen, Cyprian^ and others* 

About this Time alfo, fomc Lands began f^ 
be given to the Church, and the Revenue of 
them was brought into the Trea&ry of the Church, 
and belonged to the Church in common, and was 
diftributed, as other O^rings, by , the DeacoM 
and Elders ; but the Bifliops or Mmifters meddled . -"* 
not therewith ; for (d) Origen feith, It is not law- 
Jul for any Minifter of the Church to poffefs Ijinds 
(given to the Chnrcb) to his own UJe : And called to 
the Minifters, Let us depart from the Priejls of 
PHARAOH, who enjoy earthly Pojfejfwns^ to the: 
Priefis of the LORD, who have no Portion in the 
Barthl And in another PJace he feith, It heboveth 
vs io be fmthftd in difpojing the Rents cftheQ^iV^LC », 
that we ourfelves devour not thofe things which be* 
long to the PHdows and the Poor ; and let us be con- 
tent with ftmple Diet^ and neceffary Apparel. And 
(e) Urban^ Bifliop of jRd?w^, Anno 227^ did declare^ ^ 

that the Chvkch might receive Lands and Poffejidns 

one 



(0 Eafeb. lib. 4. ch. i%. 
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effired iy the Fdthfid^ hut mt ta any partki^r 
iddn^s Benefit^ but that the Revenues thereof JhaM 
h dinrihuted as other Offerings^ as Need rehired. • 

(f) Cyprian^ Bifiiop of Carthage^ about the Year 

150, alio teftifitth die &mc, and Ibeweth, that 

the Church tnairdained many Fpor^ and that her ^mn 

Diet mas Jfaring and piaiH^ and ail her Expences 

full ir/ Frngdity. > . 

{g) Proper alfo faith, that a Mini/^ Me to Ivod 
ef timfelf^ ought not to participate of the Gdods of the 
Church \ for faith he, ^hey thai have of thdr <wn^ 
4»d yet dejire to have fimuwbat given them^ do nol 
ftcefoe it without ^reat Sin. 

(h) The Council at Amioch^ Anno 340, (find- 
ing that much Fault had been among' the Eteacom, 
to whom it properly belonged) did ordain, that 
the Bifhops migbt dijiribute the Goods of the CJburch^ 
but required, that they took not any Part to them*' 
JHves^ or to the Ufe rf the Priefis and Bretbrin thai 
lived with tbem^ urdefs that NeeeJ^ did juJUy require 
ft J ufmg i3ic Words of the Apdllc, Having Food 
n^ Raiment^ he therewith content. 

In thefe Timfcs, in nmny Pllaces, dw Chriflian 
Converts joinped thmiielves. in Societies and chofe 
^ fefiarate Life, felling what they had, and living 
together in comnion, after the Example of the 
former Saints about Jerufalem^ as (i) Chryfoftom 
notes, who lived about the Year 400, by whofe 
Writiqes it alfo appears, that there ^as ntt the 
feafi iJfe or PraBice of the Paymeri of Tiibes is 
tbofe former »/^s^ 

' The CfauiriiJiow living alK^ether by Tree 0^ 
ferjngs of Lands^ Money and Goods, the 9w^ 
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Xg) LiU fetu d^ vita cottfcanplatitS* 
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wel^ much preffiri fco bountiful Contributions for 
ki^\y Ufes, as may. be, fetn by the Writings of 
(k)HterQm and Cbryfaftom^ who brought the Jewi(b 
Liberality in tbcir Payments of Tenths, for an 
. ExamjiJe,; beneath ,which they would not have 
Chrijiians determine their Charity ; where Cbry- 
J0pm ^ys, be fp£aks 4b^fe Things not as ccmmanding 
or forbiddinfr that tbey Jhould give tnore^ yet (is 
thinking it fit^ that they Jhould net give lefs than the 
tenth Part. (I) Hiercm alfo doth carncftly ^ admo- 
nilla them to give bountifully to the Poor^ and doutle' 
Honour to him that labours in the hordes Work ; not . 
binding at all to offer this or that Part, leaving 
them to their Qwti Liberty, but preffing they might 
not be more Jhort than the 'it^^ were. : 

(tn) Ambrofe^ wha was Bilhop of Aff/^2:», about 
die Year 40c, preached up Tenths to be offer^sd 
up for boly Ufesy^ (as the Phrafe then was) as may . 
be (een in hi^ Sermon of Repentance ; but his Au- 
thority be produceth wholly from Mofe/s Writings, 
^nd^ quotes divers Sentences, and threatens the- 
People, that if they would not pay their Tenths^ 
QsOd v^ould reduce them to a Tenth. , 
In like manner (n) Augufiin^ Bilhop of Hippo ^ 

hath 



r Qt) Homil. 43. ad Epift* i. ad Corinth, in cap. x^* , 

(J) Ad cap. .9. Malachia* 

(fft) Tom. 5* Serm. fer. 1* ^ft dom. i. q\iadragefimat & 
vide Serm. in Afccnf. Domini. 

(w) In Serm. dc teinp. in Tom. i o. Hapc eft (faith he) Do- 
mini juftiflima conraetudo, ut fi tu iili decimam non dederis^ 
toad decims^m revoceris. 

And, afterwards vfitb much Earne/fnefsj Decimae ex dc- 
bito requiruncur,&qtii eas dare nolueric, res alienas invafit; 
& quanti paapsresinlocis ubiipfe habitat, illo dccimasnoa 
dante, fame mortui fuerint} taatorum homicidiorum reas^ 
ante Tribanal sternl judicis apparebitf quia a Domino pau- 
paribus delegfciim Pais u^ibus refervavic. C^ui ergo fibi aat 
prxtuium comparare, aut Peccatocam deudeirat indal^eA-v 
ciam prooiercri; red^at decimal* . ' 
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hath an whole Homily for the Right of Tithes, 
who calls upon thofe that have no Fruits of the 
Earth, to pay the Tenth of whatfoever ^hey live 
by ; and faith, tb^ Neglell gf Payment of Tithes is 
the Caufe of Sterility am Blafting ; and agrees widi' 
Aihbrofe in his Threats, that God would reduce them 
ifi a Tenth ; and tells them, that not faying their 
^tthesy they Jball he found guilty at God^s Tribunal^ 
qf the Death of alt the Poor that ferifh through 
Want^ in the Places where they^ dwell \ and bids 
them that would either get Reward^ or deftre the 
Pardon of their Sins^ to pay their Tithes. Thefc twa 
great Bifliops agree, and from the Law given to 
the IJraelites take their whole Dodrine, and im- 
pofe their own Opinion with fo heavy Penalties : 
put yet take Notice to what End they required 
|:hem. That the Poor might not want, alnd fay, 
fhu God hath refcrved them for their Ufe. 
. Leo (called the Great) who was. Pope from 440 
to 460, was likewife very earned and large in ftir- 
jing up eveiy Man's Devotion to offer to the 
Church part of his received Fruits, but fpeaks not 
fi Word of any certain Qu^uitity, as may appear 
by his Sermons De jejunio decimi menfis fs? Eleemo* 
J^nis. 

Severin alfo, about the Year 470, fHrred up 
the Cbriftians in Panonta^ who in Example of hi^ 
^unty^ gave the Tenth of their Fruits to the 
Poor. ' ' ' 

(0) .Gregory not only admonifheth the Pay- 
ment of Tithes from Mofef% Law, but alfo the 
obferving the Time of I.^«/, ^ confifting of fix 
Weeks, out of which t^ke the Sundays^ and there 

remain 
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rcmaVn thirty fix Days, the tenth ^art of the Year, 
Fraftions of D^ys omitted ; this Tenth of Time 
he would have given to God, dying, We art 
cpmmanded in ib^ Law to give the ITentb of all Tixngs 
unto God, 

And from the Opinions of thefe, and pther 
ancient Fathers,, who took their Ground from the 
Law, Tithes^ Eajier^ Ptm^ofi^ and other Things, 
canoe to be introduced and brought into the Chuix:h« 
(p) But notwi|;Iift^ding the DoArine^ and han^ 
Threats of fome of the great Biftiops of that Time j 
k was not a generally received Doftrinc, that 

, tithes ought to ^ paid^ nor till about the Year 8(^t>, 
was any Thing by the tlien Church determine 

' or ordained, touching the Quantity that Ihoukt 
i)e given, though (no doubt) in niany Places^ 
anapngft tl^e Offerings of the dcvouter Sort, Tcuthsi 
or greater Parts of their Annual Increafe were 
given, according to the Do&rlne of jlmbrofe and 
others. . 

(q) The Offerings of the Church in thofc Ages^ 
were received and difpofed of in Maintenance of thfe 
Priefis, and Relief of thofe that were dtftrefled % 
neither had the Priefts fuch a particular Intereft in 
the Profits received, as of late Time they have 
ufurped ; all that Was receiTed, wherefoever in 
the Bifhoprick) Was a common Treafury^ and 
was difperSfed* one fourth. Part to die Pricfts, out of 
which every one had his Portion 5 another fourth 
Part to die Relief of the Poor^ Stck^ md Strangers y 
9 third to the building and repairing of Places &r 

publick 



(f) As isteftificd by jigobdfit Bilhop of Lyons, an highly 
eftecmed Man, k his Tf^fttife Pe IHffenfitmne, dec* rnitrA 
SxcriUgost page ±^6. 

(q) BeiwtoffehdedatfheWoidl^rjfgJfj.Ho^ercsmbe 
given to this Age ^ for Che Tide, as tbea 'cvasgimi C% 
xhem, fo it was owned by theni* ^ 
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fjubjliirk Mieetings, called Cbarcbes ; and the feutth 
^o the Biihop. And gecerally then, the Bifhop 
liv^d in fonne Monaftery, and his Clergy with hiaif 
from whence he fcnt them out to preach within the 
Coumrits in his Dioccfe, and there they received 
Hich p&GtU%s as were made, ai»di brotight them to 
' the Treafury. 

Aj?d though divers of the Fathers, P(^s and 
fiiihops,. did declare tinU TUbes were^e^ and 
might t^ be paid ; nooe of the firft eight general 
Coupcik of the (r) Church, did ever lb much a» 
mention die. Name of Tithes^ or declare them a 
Duty. The ninths hdd at Lateran under Pope 
Calixtus the fccondv about the Year 1119, mcn-^ 
tions Tithe*, but fpeaks only of thofe which had 
been given to the Church by fpecial Cbnfecmtion ; 
fo. doth alfo the Council held under Fcpt ^Uxa^jder 
the thiird^ v^iiw 1180, but that only inhibits Ap- 
propriations to Religi9us Houfes, without Afleo€ . 
of a Biftiop ; for at diac Time, Pebpki being led 
to believe that their Tithes ought to. be given for 
the Ufe of the Poor^ did chiefly dilpofe them to the 
Heads aitd Govemours of Religious Houfes,. who 
kept open Hofpitality for the Pear, and Enter- 
tainnnent olt Strangers^ and were cfteejoaed holy, £» 
good Trcafurers for the Needy, who took Care dk 
Dift^butfon of them, as is teftified* by Cafftan the 
Hermit^. ..But that Council feeing much given^ to 
th^ Poor'^ little to the PrieHs, made that Decree to 
reftrain the Peoples Freedom ; and indeed, by this 
Time, mud\ Wickednefe was crept into thefe 
Houf^, as Hiftories relate. 

Nor was any Law, Canqn, or Conftitutioil of 
'any general Council. aa yet found, that purpofely 

commanded 
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Commanded the Payment of Trthcs, nor any that 
cxprefly fuppofed them a Duty of common Rights 
bdorc the Council of Laierasy held in the Year 
J ± 15, under Pope Inmc-ent the third \ about which 
Timc^ the Pope's Authority was grown powerhil, 
and the Canons . more received into Pradice, that 
before were little, efpecially herein, obeyed, - 

(5) About the Years 8co, 900^ 1000^ and after^ 
Tithes were called the Lord^s Goods^ the Patrimony 
of the Pdor^ .&c. Whence alfo the Council at 
Nants (t) declared, the Clergy were not touje tbeni 
as Mr-own^ but as commended to their Trufi -, and 
they were not then given for the Clergy, but to be 
difpofed of for the Ufes of the Poor. 

And at this Time, no Regard was had to the 
Nature of the Increafe ; but whatfoever did arife 
in Profit, whether by Trade, Merchandise, or 
Hufbandry, the Tenth was required to be paid for 
Tithes. . 

But ftill, the People had more mind to give 
them for the Poor than the Prieftsy as may be un- 
d^ftood by the Complaint of(u) Pope Innocent the 
third, who cried out againft thofe that gave their 
Tithes and firft Fruits to the Poor, and not to the 
Prjefts, as heinous Offenders j his own Words take 
in the Margin. 

Alfo, in a General Council held z.t Lyons^ un* 
der Pope Gr<gt?ry the tenth, in the Year 1274, it 

was 






(s) Res dorainicac, dominica fubixantia, Dei cenfus, Pa- 
trimonia pauperuni, tribttta egentiumanimaruitt, ftipcndia 
pauperum hofpitumPeregdnqrum. . . 

it) Nqq ^pafi fuis, fed quafi commendatisy non ab homi* 
jiibus, fed ab ipfo I)c6 funt inftitutac. •• - 

(a) ^e preachitfg on Zacheus'j Charity^ fays^ Dcdit pro- 
pr'mm, & reddidit aHeuum/ Graviter ergo peccant qui 
decimas & primjtias oop rcdduntSacefdotibas,.fed eas pro 
voluntate diftribuUnt indigentibust 
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was conftituted, (x) that it Ihould not thericcfdrth 
be. lawful for Men to give their Tithes of their own 
Pleafure, where they would ♦ as it had been before, 
but payall their Tithes to the Moiher-Cbunb. By 
thefe it may he feen, that though the People, whd 
then generally were Papiftsj did believe they ought 
to pay them, yet were they free to difpefe them 
where Aey pleafed, till ttefe Popijb Councils re- 
ftrained their Liberty. • ^ : 

• But the great Decree which (peaks moft plain,* 
and till which nothing was given forth which did 
dirc^ftly conftitute' them, but rather ftill fuppofed 
chemasdueby fome former Right, was made at 
the (yj Council of Trent j under Pope Pius the 
fourth, about the Year 1560* And yet that great 
Council followed the Dodrine of their Father, and 
faid, they-w^r^ due to G&d, and had no ne\y Au- 
thority for their great Decree, which they cckti^ 
mand to be obeyed Under the Penalty of Exrcom* 
muni^atn'on. 

Haying thus briefly run over the Ecclefiaftical 

State abroad, frotn the Infant-purity of tht Church, 

to the Height of the Papal Domination, and given 

a fmall Glimpfe through every Age to the Point iti 

'* • Hand j 

* I 

(x).Utniillihominiiindeincep$.liceatdeciinas fuas ad t»> 
bitum ut antea ubi yeUet afligaare, (ed Matrici Eccleiis on^ 
ncs decimals perfolvcrent. , 

(y) Non fuftt ferendi qui variis artibus decimas EccTefi'a 
obveniehces Tobftrahere moliuntur, aut qui ab alns folrenda^ 
temere occupant* & in rem fuam vertunt, cum decimaram 
folutio debita fit Deo, & qui eas dare nioluerint, auc d^ntes 
impcdiunt, res alienas invadunt : ^raecipit igitur (anfta Sy- 
nodus, omnibus cujufcttnqne gradus & conditionis. fine, ad 
quos decimariiin folutio fpedat, ut eas (ad quas de jure te« 
nentnr) in poftenim Cathedral! aut quibufcunque aliis Eccle* 
fits vel perron]$5 quibus legitime debentur, integre peWoU 
vant : Qui vero eas aut ffibnrahunr, ant imppdiunt, Ei^com- 
murtlceiitur .-^ec ab hoc criroine, nili pletia i^Aicuiione 
feCttCa ab(6lTantur« 
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Hand ; I fhall now more particularly rttxm W 
what may concern tb^$ N^^ion. , 

I fl^aU not trouble the Reader wkh. g Relation 
of Jofepb of Arimitbeu^ aod hi» eleven DiiJqii^^f 
coming into Britain^ lent by PMip the Apof^le, 19 
the Reign of Arviragus^ as Hiftories report ; nor 
of the ConverGon of King iMcius afte/rw^^s^ whQ 
IS iaid to give ^reot S^ndownsients to the Churchy 
hor of the Brittjh Cbriffians .\ Nothing at all api- 
pearing of the Paymf$^t ol Tithes .10 .thek Pays : 
But pafling by them* aud thofe nxiny Year*, where- 
in tl^ bar|)arpus Smohs over-ran this I^a^ion; t^f^ 
cifing moil; cruel Perfecutions, till the very N^nie 
of Cbripian was blotted out, and thofe Heatben$ 
ieated in the quiet PoiTeffion of a ievenfoU l^ing- 
dom in this Land. 

About the Year 600^ or XoOn after^ Cr^tny 
the iirft^ thai Pope of Kotn^^ fent qver jiiiguMf$ 
the Monk into England^ by whom Eib^i^^t i^ing 
of Kenl was converted ; and by him ai)d his Fol^ 
lowers^ io^proceis of Tioie,, other Smarts gf the 
Nation, and others of the Kingis, wdre, alio brougjtf 
to their^ Faitbi This Ai^ufiin was %Csn^n Re^ular^ 
and both he and his Clergy, for long Ticnt a^r» 
folbwed the Example of former Ages, living in 
common upon the Offerings of their Converts $ 
and thofe that received them were joined in So* 
cicties, in Imitation of the priimtrre Pra&tcd, hav- 
ing foch Direftion fcnc him by Pdpe Gregory i that 
in the Tendernefs of the Siixon Churchy he and his 
Clergy fiiould ftill imitate the C^qotiotty cf aU 
^ Things ufed in the primitive Times under the 
Apoftks, that they mrght not make their Religiofi 
burthenfoine. 

But afterwards, haA^ing Voi^t' * fit^ 
of the Nation Co tfaeh* {vaith, they began to preadi 
tip the old Rman Doiftriw, that fiAes ought 4o 
Ifn ;paid i and having taught itbc Peoric, ijiat die 

•^^ *' Pardcui 
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F^on of Siir might be merited by good Works,^ 
and the Torments of Bell be avoided by tfadr 
charitable Deeds^ it was no hard Matter, w.hen that 
was believed, to perfwade them not only tt> give 
their Tithes^ but alfo their Lands ; as the outward 
Riches of tfaoie called religknis Hou&s then, here 
and elfewhere, may teftify ; for in this Nanon^ 
tluy smd the Qergy had almoft gotten the third 
Part of the whole Land ; and fo beibtted were the 
poor ignorant People, that, had not a Law again& 
Mortmain prevented it, a &r greater Part (rf* 
Nation had been in their Hands. 

As concerning Laws and Canons for 
among the Saxons^ it is reported, that in the Year. 
786 two Legates were lent from Pope Hadrian 
the firft, to Offa King of Mirclani^ and JElfwdft 
King of Nartbun^erland, who made a DeCree, dut 
the People of thofe two Kffigdoms (hould pay Tithes. 

Alfo that jEtbehipbp King of the fVefi-SaxBns^ 'm 
the Year 855 made a Law, that the Tithe of all 
his own Lmds^ flieuki be given to^ God and his 
Servants, and fhould be enjoyed free from all 
Tax^ Great Difierenee is among Hiftorians a- 
bout this Grant, few agreeing in the Words or 
Subitance of it, as Selden fhews, feme reftraining it 
to the Tithe of his own Demeihe Lands ; others to 
the tendi Part of hb Lands ^ others to the Tithe 
of tl^ whole Nation. At that Time, the Nation 
being under grc^t and heavy PrclTures by Bamfo 
Irruptions, inteitine Wars, great Spoils and Mi*- 
ieries^ he called a Council, where were preienn 
Bemridus King of (n) Mtrcia^ and Edmona King 
of Eafi' Angles^ and they, to remove the heavy 
Judgments then over them, grant the Tithe of alt 
their Land to God and his Servants. 

C King 
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{z) ]Pro flies remedio aoiiAs* Reg^i & poputi* Iqt tbt 
Curt of mf Qnn Soul^ and of mj K^n^iM tmi Pt^«u 
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.''Kv[\Q Atbdftone^ alsiutthe Year 936, King'£/-^ 
nond^ aboOc the Year 940,; King iE^flr^iabout the* 
Year 9^, .King Etbibned^\ about the Year lOio, 
King 'i^;;^i(f,'a^Qt thd^ Year* 1020, MJ^mari the' 
Cof^tfin^ and others dT*: the >^^^ -Kings^ made: 
jfevcraliJawa fiw Tidies^ as Hiftorics report. 

.The Nsrmans afterwards, entring tl^is Kingdom, . 
aind fubduing ic w themfdves^ WCtUiamz die Cm- • 
qukroTJcanfivmed the Liberties of the Church ; fo 
did /!^; did firft) Hen.%4King'Stepben^ anditmay 
bcy. othen^ of the fu^ceeding . Kiis^s did the like. 

Some Epifcopal< Coaftitutions alfaj haver been, 
made. to the feme EflStdt fay- Roberi-Wmcbelfey 
. Axt^iAiGp'ioi Canterbuifyy andothe^rd. ' 

• ThatVthe : Reader may underftand the/ Principles' 

upon which-.thefe Men. a&ed<y and the Po&rine^ 

, then prexchid amongft thcm^ and receded and be-* 

lieved,. I haw 'inferred in the Margin the {a) Pre* 

axnhle of a Grant of King Ste^n. 

, i ;. But 
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(a) Quoiniam Ditrini Mifericordia proVidente cognovimus 
eSe (lifpoiitum, & longe lateq^ prar^icante Ecclefia, fonat om- 
0tam auribos divulgatum ; Quod^El^^bfynarum largitione 
poflfuntabfolvi vincula peccatoruxDi&acquiriccelcftium prs* 
ihia gaudiorum: Ego Stephaniu Del gratia ^ng/orum Rex, 
partem habere rolens cum illis c(ui fcfclici commercioCceleftia- 
]^ro terrenis cdminuuat, Dei amcire cbmpunfhis, £c pro fa* 
]pteanimap.mea»^ lei Pa(m mei MatiKq; meae, & omninni 
^arentttm meorum^ & antecelToruiD, ^c» 

'tfie l^rcamble of King Stepben*s Grant. 
" Becaufs through the Vrovid^nce of divine Mercy ^ i»e Itnim it 
to be fo '€rdered\ and by the Churches vuMifiing it far ani nedr^ 
every B(i4j/ bfH hwA% th^t by the I>iftributi(m ofJUmu^ Per/ens 
ituff be ab/olvdjrem the Bonds of Siriy and acquire theJ(^ards , 

^ Heaver Jy ^oys\ 7 Stephen, by thi Gtace of Goi^ I^jne^ of ^ 

tngland, Mrg Trilling to hi-oe a Part r»itb thenit who by an. 
bafff kind of Jradirjgf exchange^ Heavenly TUng^ for Bamly \ 
and fiiitten vitb the Love oj God^ and for the Salvation of my 
$7BDtt Sdal^ and t ha.Smii. op w^tather aad M/nbert atd^ul nff 
Forefathers and Ancejiors^ &c. And Co he goes on and con- 
firms divcrs.Thhigs tl at divers had granted to the Chtrch, 
as Tithes and otho:- Things, 
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B^t porwkhftSf^f^ing the many Laws, Ctim>mi 
ai)d ^Recrees, ot Kings* Popes, Councils aod Bi- 
jjhops, that every M^n ought to pay the tenth: 
Part of his Jncreafe, yet -Was it left to the Ownctf 
to confer it where he pkafed, which made fo many- 
rich Abbeys andiMon^fteries ; and till the Ycatf 
12QQ or thercfibottts, every one gave their Tithes at 
their own Pleafure, which made Pope Innocent (b) 
the third, fend his Pecretal Epiftle to. the Biihop 
of Ctf;i^<?r^i^ry,, commanding him to. enjoin dvcrjr 
Man, to pay hi^ temporal Goods, to thofe that mi* 
cdftred fpiritual Things to them,,whiehwas enforced 
... C 2 by 
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{b) Pervrcnit ad audientiam noftram, quod multi in .DiocefJ 
. tuajdecimasfuas integtas vel duas partes ipfarum non'iUiS 
Ecclcfiis ia quarum parochiis habitant, vel ubi praedia ha- 
beat, & a quibus EccleflaftiGa praMripiupt Sacramenta, ^pec*. 
folyunc, fed eas aliis pro faa diftribuuiit voluntate : Cam 
igitur inconvetiiens effe videatur & a ratione diiTimile, uj: 
Ecclefisp quae fpiritualia femjnanti meterc non debeaot a Puis 
parochianis temporalia & habere, fraternitati tuae Authori* 
tare prasfentiutii indulgepiu?^ ut liceat tibi fuper hoc^ tyoa 
obftantecontradiftione velappellationecujufliberi feu con- 
iuetudine haftenus obfervata, quod Canonictim fuerit ordi- 
nare & facere, & quod Sratueris per cenfurara Ecclefiafti- 
cam firmiter obligare* NuUiergo, C?av Coftfirmationis, ^C. 
Datum laterafit a, NonOiS Julii* . . 

The Pope's Decretal Epiftle to theArchbilhop ofCantcrburyt 

If^e baving beards that many in tfy Dheefs fsy the wbok 
tithes^ or two Pans of rbem, not to the Churches in the Parijhei 
they bdovg to, or where they have Farm, and from vth'uh tbeyi 
receive the Church Sacraments^ but they diji/ibute them to other f 
sucording to their own JVilL As therefore it feems ivconveni* 
ent and contrary to Keafon^ thst the Churches which fow ffiritual 
JhingSf Jkould not reap and receive temporal Thirtf^s from their 
Cwn Parijhioners } IVe by the Authority of theje Prefents^ grant 
to thy Brotherhood^ that it may be lawful for thee^ upon this^ 
notwithfianding any Oppofition or Jppeal whatever y or Cuflom 
bitber$o obferv*di to ordain and do wbatjoever is Canonical ) 
and what thou Jbalt ordain^ to bind bf Bcclefiafiical' Cenfure^ 
Let none therefore i &c. In Corfmation wkereof\6^c. (jivm 
at Lateran the id Day jof^VLly* 
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by Ecclefiiftical Cenfiires ; and this was the firft 
Beginning of general Parochial Payment of Titbe$ 
in E^gLmd i I hate inferted the Pope"^ own Wordft 
in the Mai^gm^ as they ^re recorded by C^, in 
fhefecoiid Part of h\$ Injlitutesj who faith, Thar 
becatife the Pope^s Decree feemed reafenable, it was? 
admitted and enjoined by the Law of the Natim, 
King and People being then Pnpifis. 

This Etecrce of the Pope, receiving aH poffiWd 
Affiftance fmm the Bifliops and the Pridts, in 
wfaofe Behalf ft was made^ did nbt only in & (hort 
Time take away the Peojdes then claimed Righ« 
ip give their Tithes to thofc that bcft deferved them, 
but did jdlb lo much corrupt the Clei^y, that io 
the Time of Richard the fecond, fHckliffe^ our fa- 
mous Reformer, did make an lieavy Complaint to 
the Parliament^ which in hi^ own Words I have in- 
ferted for the Reader's better Satisfaftion. jih Lord 
God ! where this be Reafonto conjtrain the poor Peo- 
^e to find a worldly Prieft^ fometimes unable both of 
Life and Ounmng^ in Pomp and Pride ^ covetijfe and 
envy^ Glattonefs^ Drunkenness ^ and Lechery i in Siwo^ 
ny and Herefie^ with fat Horfe and jolly^ and gay 
Saddles and Bridles ringing by the ff^av^ and bimfelf 
in ccjlh Clothes and pelure^ and tofuffer their fVivei 
and Children^ and their poor Neighbours peri/h for 
Hunger J Thirfi^ and Cold^ and other Mfcbiefs of the 
tVorld : M Lord Jefu Chrift, fttb within few Tears 
Men paid their Tttbes and Offerings at their own Will^ 
free to good Men^ and able to great Worjhip of God^ 
to profit and Fairnefs of holy Cmtrch fighting in Earlbj 
why it were lawful and needful that a worldly Prieft 
fhould defiroy this holy and approved Cufiom^ con- 
Jrairiing Men io leave this Freedom^ turning tithes 
and Offerings unto wicked XJfes. 

Tlut the Meaning of thefe, and the PraAice of 
this Nation in this Matter may the better be un- 
dcrftood, it is needful to inform the Reader, that 

X . when 
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when the Pope's Do£bfine was received in a N^ion, 
that Na,tion was divide^ intofp many Biihopfi^kjs 
as were needful, and every Biiho|>rick in^ fo naany 
ParJihes as were thought canv^nieot, and Par ifh» 
are but of late Eredion, and tUl thop* nx^t 
Preaches were lent out of the Monafteriei, and f$- 
ligious (fo called) Hpufes, and the Pfc^e did at 
their own iree Will give th^^r Tithe; 2^ Oflfqf ipgs 
where they pleaied> which Liberty they ^njoyol 
till about the Ye^r 1:^00. And thoi^h it w^s gef^*- 
ndly believed that Tith^ ought to be paid» jfoc did 
no Man cl^jm any Property therein, but every 
Owner of the nine Pa:rts, was required tp give the 
tendi Part to the Prieft or Poor, as due mi<> God. 

But i)Qw the Pope having fct up ip^iflies, di(d 
enioin, that a.feculai* Prieft canonically ififtitute(|, 
Ihould attend the Service ok each Parilh \ and tha^t 
where Tithes were not already fettled^ they flipuld 
be paid to the P^rifh Prieft, notwithflanding any 
Cujioni (p the contrary; thePeople^ tb^ generally 
being Papiftsy did yield Obedience, a;5 (bey dfxck 
Wi do otherwiic ; and it niay eafily be f^poied^ 
Itbaj: haying perfMraded the People to p^y Tithes, it 
was no h^d Matter to appoint the Peripi^ tq whom 
^y ihould be gi vqn. 

Pariihes being fet up, Priefts apppinted,. w^ 
Titles paid to thetnv ^Xtv forty Years PofTcQion, 
what before w^ owned as a Gift, was now cl^inie^ 
^ a Pcbt *, and Prifcription wa^ pleaded , by ^ 
Priefts a$ Uieir ju(l Tide ; phe People then jfe^g 
themfelves in a Sn^e^ began to cointend, b^t 1% 
i^»pcrio^s Pope {np^ in ^ gr^t Height pif Prkje 
and Infoleoce, ^ uphold his Creatpre Clergy) 
thundered out his Interdid): againd this Nation, e^- 
cpmpiunicated tiie K^ing, frighted tl^' SijbjeAs 
with his Bulls lluft with Con)ininatio|i« af^d thi^t 
againft the very; Ppifit of arbitjrary Difpoifal of 
Tithes : And Rome now grown fonpid^We, did 

C 3 highly 



)86 '^^e Great Cafe of Tithes, &€. 

highly infult over Kings and Princes ; witnefi Fre- 
fierick Barharojfa^ Hen, the 6th, and other Princes 
of the Empire ; and the Stories of our Hen. 2. and 
,^King Jobn^ arc obvious : And our Richard the firft, 
to gratify the Clergy for their exceeding Liberality, 
in contributing to his Ranfom from Captivity, with 
great Favour, gave them an indulgent Charter of 
their Liberties, and in this Advantage of Time, 
the Canon Laws gained fuch Force, that parochial 
Payments came generally to be fettled. 

Yet ndtwithftanding, our Englijh Parliaments fi6t 
willing wholly to foiget the Poor, for whofe Sake 
Tithes were chiefly given, did make divers Laws, 
that a convenient Portion of the Tithes (hould be 
^t apart for the Maintenance of the Poor of the 
Parilh for ever, R. 2. 15. 6. 4. Hen. 4. as the 
JStatutes at large do witnefs. 

The Pope having by thefe Means brought in 
Tithes, and made a pretended Title by Prefcrip- 
tion, let up Courts to recover them, which were 
called Ecelefiaftical Courts, where his own Creatures 
were Judges, and here the poor People might eafily 
underfland what they might expeft from them ; yet 
he that did not pay, no great Punifhment could 
they inflift on him, but Excommunication out of 
^heir Chur<:h. 

The Pope by all Means willing to favour his 
chiefeft Props, notwithllanding his general Decree, 
could tell how to difpenfe with his own Lands at 
his Pleafure, and therefore frequently did grant 
Exemptions to divers Orders, to free them from 
Payment of Tithes *, witnefi the Hofpitallersy Cif- 
ferciansp Tetnplers^ and generally to all Lands 
held in the Occupation of the called religious 
Perfons and Houfes, which is the Ground of all 
chofe Mens Claims, who have bought the Lands 
of diflblved ^ona||:eries, {Sc. and fay they a|« 
Jjfljp.frec, 

Whpft 
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When the Pope, by colour of tho 2^#sis® ^awg, 
(by wbich Tithes were -given to . ^ : Leyiiical 
Priefthcod) had gained anuniverlal Payment of 
Tithes to all his Clergy, in farther Ifnication of 
that Earthly Tabernacle, ht fets up .a, new Build* 
jng after the former Pattern^ and therefore to him- • ^ 
ielf he claims Firft-fwits and iTemb^r. ^s a Sue- 
ceffor of the Jewi/h High-Prieft ; Sii^aiib he un- 
dertook to pardon •» Cardinals alfg . he appoints 
;as Leaders of thdr. Faniilies ; Jyiitefs they ^wea* 
.on their Hetads,^ as Aaron did j Syi^agogMS. they 
Ixiild, with Singers, Pqrters, (^c. a^/ into 4th^ 
.Form of the Leviticnl .Pridthood they .transform 
themfekres, thereby wholly denying Chrift Jefit^' 
-the End of Types and Figures, to b^ <pome in the 
FJcfti.^ 

Afterwards, Hen, 8. King of ^ngland^ being 
a Pttpiji^ and believing the Pope's Doctrine, as 
alfp did his ParlianKnt, that Tithes were due .to 
God and holy Church, made a Law ^hat every 
♦ one fliould fct out and pay his Tithes. 
. And fteing this is the great Law,, iand the firft 
of our Parliament Laws for Tithes, and that upon 
which the reft are grounded, -I ihall here inferc the 
. Preamble of it. 

Forafmucb as divers Nupthers of evU-Jj^oJed Per- 
.fonst having no RefpeH io> their Duties , to Altmghiy 
Godj but againfl RigbL and good Coj^cicnce^ have at- 
Jempted to Jubftraii ,and with-hold in fame Places the 
. wboiey and in fime Places great Part of their Tithes 
^and Oblati^ns^ as well perfofifll as preidial^ due unto 
God and holy Churchy &c. 

A jccdnd Law in his Time was alio made to 

the m^e Pwrpofe, and jn Purfuance ok the tornier. i 

.and great Reafon he had, and Need there was for 

them ; for having diffolved many Monafteries 

which had many Tithes and ■Rcftorics- ^propriated 

.10 them, and eicher.liad them in his own tiufds, 
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or (bid them to others, to be hdd ^ Lay-pcffieffions, 
and they hft^ngno liiw wherebf to Kcwetfhmii 
the Pope's Laws not reaching the Lay^rfens ^ 
called) he was neceffitated to notice new Laws to 
enforce the Payment of them, which die better to 
i> colour over die Matter, he makes in general Terms; 
but ftai reflrains the Trial <A Tithes to the Ecele*- 
fiaftical Courts. 

After him, Edw. the 6th, in purfuance of hk 
Father's Laws, and upon the fame Ground, makes 
another Law for the Payment of (c) predial and 
perlOnal Tithes^ under Penalty of trrf)lc Dama^e^ 
who alfo reftrains the Trial to the Ecclefiaftical 
Courts. Thcfc Laws fuppofe that Tithes were due 
toGodtind Holy Church, and therefore they rer 
quine, that every Man do yield and fet out his 
Tidies as had been accuftomed« 

In purfuance of thefe Laws, lome Ordinances 
were made in the Time of the k>ng Parliament, in 
the Exigences of the War, becaufe the Courts of 

Jufticc were obftrufted.- — ^/ind ibeje mt the Subr. 
anctofdlinir £ngli(h-Laws cpncemmg ^JTHES. 

Having thus geno^aJ^ly and briefly run over the 
Laws and Pradices of Tithing, both Abroad and 
in this Nation, I (hall give ibme Hints of the 
Opinions of former Times conconing Tithes. 
Apottt the Year looo and 1200 after Cbrifi^ vA^n 
Tithes were geno^ly preached up and claimed^ 
great Contrpverfy did arife between the Canoniib 
hnd the Clergy, by what immedia^ Law ^[Ubes 
werepayahU ? 

The Canon^ls gsnerally grocmd themfelves upoil 
. the Decrees and Canons of the Church (fo called) 

anq 
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^d on the Writings of Auguftiny jfmbrcfi^ and the 
reft df the aacieDt Fathers, >dio &y they ate due hf 

The Clergy jof tho& Times^ were ate a Difference 
smong themfelvcs, jbme of them frying, tha): 
Tithes, qwad qmiam pmtem^ or as a. determined 
-fart, ace due ooly by ^iiii^ and Ecdefiaftick 
Law ; but ^pioad Juhftantiam fuam^ or as a com* 
petent Part to be allowed ibr the Maintenance of 
the Mimflxy, are doe by Divine Law % and that 
the tenth ^M was deoxcd by the Church, per vim 
^s exsmplarem^ or by Imitation of the Jiwijb 
Statr, and not per vim 43lbligatvvam^ iiic any con-^ 
tinuing Force of it under the Goipel ; and that the 
Ctttirai was not bound to this Part, but freely 
m^t as well have ordained the Payment of a 
ninth or eighth, according tt> the various <^?portu- 
nity:^ This was taught by Haks^ Aqubtas^ Henricui 
de Grnndavo^ R. de A£did villdy Cardinal Cajetan^ 
Ip. Mayer^ SuareZy Malder^ and others, \vIk> lay 
it is the common Opinion of the greateft Part of 
the Cleigy of that Time, and that the tenth ^Pzxt 
9vas rather ceremonial than moral. 

Here alfo was made a Diftindion, and many 
£iid, that predial and mixt Tithes were due by tli^ 
pivinc' Ecdefiaftick Law ; but peribnal Tithes 
only bjT the pccfees of the Chuith ; but Hales fsid, 
^lat Tithes, as well perfonal ^ predial, are in the 
rrecept Skpad Suhftamiamy but neither ^bad qub- 
fam i and therefore, in Feme and other Cities; 
where np pi«dial Tithes are, a pr f Ibnal Tidie is 
rec]uired by the pofitive Law of the Church, by 
Virtue pi ch& Siibftance (nqt Cereni^y) of the 
. pbmmand. 

Another Opinion (and that owned by m^ny) was 

|drawn i^m the former Doctrine, which concluded, 

that feeing Tithes, as the quota pars^ were not 

pioifie^ by the pMramand of God^ thotioft they 

'■"*""" ' were • 






Zt ^ Great Cq^ of Tithes, &c 

were raeer Alms, or. as .what, debito Cbariidtis^ 
not deHi(^ jufiitusr was (o. be . difpen&d. Of^- this 
Opinion were tHe Dominicans and FranciJcanSj who 
both began about the Year laio, and hy their 
Doftrinegpt many Tithes lo. be given: to their 
Monafteries, and that whatfoe«^r was given, to the 
four Orders of Mendicant Friars^ was a fitScient 
JDUiiarge from the Pricfts. 

j^d our fanKHis Reformers, JAn Wickliffe^ 

Waiter Brute, William "tharpe^ and. others, whfife 

"' . Ai^guments are at laige mPox his Jils und Monu^ 

ments, did in their Days bear their Tcftimoriy 

againft Tithes, for which lome of them fuffeped ia 

the Flames. ; 

Agreeing herewith are the Articks of tht Bobei^ 
miansi publiftjed near three Hundred T.ears fincc*. 
wherein a Divine Right to Tithes, fince the Gofpel 
is denied ; whereupon alio iong fince they took 
all their Temporalities: fr0m their Minifters ; and ' 
before Wifkiiff's Time, Gerardus Sagarellus was. of 
the fame Mind. And the great Erajmus sih faid, 
that the common exafting of Tithes by the Clergy 
of his Time, was.no better than Tyranny. 

Having thwS briefly r«n over the Dodrin^, De- 
crees, Praftices and Opinions concerning Tithes ; 
I fhall make fome fhort Obfervations thereupon!, 
^t the Reader may underftand whereunto they 
tend, and then proceed to the Matter as it concerns 
JUS at this Day, wherein Jtie- will find the Knowledge 
of thefe Things will be ufeful. 

Firjij That amongft the 7<WJ, Tithes were paid 
jto the Levitcs that did the common Services of 
the Tabernacle and Temple, and not to .the Sons 
of Aaron J the Priefts ; for they had only a . tenth 
Part out of the Tithes; and therefore he that 
pleads for .Tithes from the Mofaicfll Uz'H^ Sx 
Tithing, had need confider how the Paynaent of 
Tjthcs to lvjinift«eis fucp€«te to the Payment o£ 

Tithes 
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-Tithes to the Leviies^ who were not Priefts^ ftor 
were to touch or meddle with that holy Office^ 
ic^ they died. " i 

1. Tisat amoftg the JewSy no outward Law was 
appointed for ^e Recovery of Tithes, but he thsstt 
did not piy them rbbb€d GdAy and by him only w%is 
puniflied, 

3 . That the Tithes were nbt for the Levites ohiy^ 
tut for the Stranger, the Fatherlefi, and the 
Widow ^ whtf were to ^t tshereof, and be fatisfi^d. 

4. That when the Leveticd Priefthood wis 
changed by the^ Coming of Cbrift J ejus ^ ihe Law 
•for Tithing was alio changed, as Paul writ to the 
Hebrews ; for it is evident, that in the Beginning 
ef' the ehurth, for the 'firft three Hundred Yeafs» 
while the' Pority arid SimpUcity of the Gofpel wai& 
retained, no Tithes were paid among Chrijliam* 

5. That as the Myftery of Iniquity began to 
work, ahd MensTmagiiiations were taught inftead 
of the Dodrine of Cbrijl^ divers Men fetching their 
Ground from Mj^i's Writings,' begSn to preach 
•that Tithes ^ain ought to be paid. 

6. That thofe that firft preached up Tithes^ 
preffed the Payment of them, not for the- Mainte- 
nance of a Miniftry only, but chiefly for Provifioa 
tor the Poor and Needy. 

7. That in' the firft Praftice of the payment 
^r Tithes, they were not paid as Tithes, but ^ 
Free-Offerings, at the Bounty of the Giver, and new: 
as anfwepingany Law that required the tenth Bart, 
and fb more properly were ^Ucd Offerings than 
Tithes. * ' '; 

8. That notwithftafldlng aiiy Doftrines preach- 
ed, it was not a received Dodrine, that Tithes 
ought to fe?^ paid, till about the Year loio, that 
the Pope had fet up his Authority, arid i^urped 
Dominion over the gre^teft' Part of-Eur^ej and 

flmoft ^1 Emperors, Kin^S' and Prince brought 
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ki SubjeftiQA to him, and his innovated Supdrfti- 
tions. 

9. That notwithftanding the ftriA Comnfiands 
cf the Pope, no OMtward eomputfery Iaw was 
made by the Pope or his Councils, fx> enferoe any 
to pay Tithes, but oi\ly (heir Excommunication. 

I o. That Tithes were always accounted .ao 
Ecdefiaftical Duty, and therefore bjr Ecdefiafti^ 
cal Courts were tried and jucigcd \ and till lim Difi- 
folutlon of Abbeys, ^c. were never called a Grrt? 

u. That Tithes were brought in as a Duty 
owing unto God, and were lb required and eiii- 
forcra, and therefore ^ Laws made for die Pay- 
ment of Tithes, take that for their Ground, and 
not any civil Property or Right in him tbie clainw 
them. 

1%. That till the Year 1200 or thereabouts, it 
was the common Practice for every one to beftow 
his Tithes where he pleafed. 

13. That fix)to fuch arbitrary DilpoCtions, Abr 
beys and Mohafteries came-to be fo richly endowed 
with Tithes and Redories. 

14. That all Exemptiof^ fix)m Payment of 
Tithes, came fron> the Pope. 

15. That Firft-fruits and Tenths arc but a late 
Innovation, and claimed by the Pope as Siicceflbr 
CO the Jewi/h High-Pricft, as Co€k in the third Part 
of his If^Uutes alfo teftifies. 

16. That Tithes are the lame Thing, whether 
datnied by an Abb^, or Impropriator^ or a Prielt, 
and Hand upon the ume Ground and Foundation, 
and difier nothing but in the Perion th^ poflfeflTetb 
them* 

1 7* Here alio the declining State of ^ Church 
to Corruption and Error may be clearly diftemed 
and traced ; for as the Power of Truth was loit, 
ft) wai the Fruit thfro?^ which om^ fuch earned 

preffing 
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prefiing to necdfiil Ccocrlbiltions, and wfaefi duit 
would, not ferve. Laws ahd Dedrees were made to 
force them : jBut in the B^ioxiing it was tx>t lb % 
for while the Purity and Simplicity of the Goipel 
was retained^' they needed no'prefling, for dieir 
Charity then abounded noc only to the tenth Part» 
but iar greater Parts, as die Needs of the Church 
required. 
> 1 8. That the Right of Tithes wins nevtn* cleared^ 
but remaitxid in Concro^erfy, even among the 
greateft Pa^s^ and in all Ages therie wtre thofe 
that withftodd the PayrMxt of them : And many 
of the Martyrs for that, among other Things^ 
fuflfered in FiftACl. 

Thefe Thii^ dius prtmifed, I ihall briefly ftftte 
the great Cafe and Queftion, at this Day chieflf 
controverted concerning Tithes, as (flaimed and 
paid in En^Und^ viz. 

Whether any Perfon have a true and legal Property -j^^ 
^ in the tenth Part of another Matfs Increafc^ now CASE. 
eommottly called Tithes ? 

The Terms are plain, and need no Opening ; 
yet it is needful to declare why the Cafe is thus 
ftated ; for the great Queftion rather feems to be, 
Whether Tithes ie not due at this Day ? 

That may be due to another, wherein yet he 
may have no legal Property, as Cuftom, Tribute, 
Taxes» which are to be paid becaufe comnianded 
by the State ; and though Law and Equity obliges 
the Payment, yet b no diftind Property in him ' 
^ jthat commands ; and {o Tithes may be fuppofed 
to be due, becaufe io many Laws have been made 
for Payment of them, though the Perfon that 
claims them may have no particular Intereft or 
Property thereiUi other than is derived from the 

Cbmmand. 

But 
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But now in Englmd^ ^Tithes are notonly claimecl 
.l)y Virtue of divers Laws^ but alfaas bdng a diftin^ 
property, fevered from the. Propercy ot the nine 
Parts, » 

i And if this couM (dearly be- evinced, all Scruples 
pf : Gonfeience were anfwcwd $ for if atcne and legat 
Pfopefty he in another. Perfon. to. the tenth Part of 
my Increafe, I ought in Confcience to yield and fct: 
it fQrth> bccaufe it i8)not mine •, and then the Name 
of TithOi.^ having jn any meafere. Relation to the. 
Jmi/^. Rriefkhob4 6t.E^pi/b Giergy^ were at an. 
En-d>:but:^$ a:Deht it.onght to be. trul.y;-paidt» the 
^roprieyop, . : .::- ,..;: -^ . 

Many Things have been faid, and niiich written^. 
«> ptoy? f«jJh .aProp^rty, tbeSubftance. wh^aof, as 
fer aks hath (jorwe. to. my Kftowlcdge, I fluU briefly. 
&i^ 90. uQder.thcfe..geQferal Heads ^ as alfo thc> 
Grounds of thofe who claim them to. be diie^ and 
yet plead no Property, which being the leffer, may 

be fully included and.anfwered in the other. 



9^^l'>lt»'»mmmmmHttmmi^mtim^mmmmmii^mimmmimm,mfmiimmmmmfmmmimm^i^m> t n H ii»»— ^—i ^^—i — ^.m— «l— <> 



Several 



fU> Great iCafe '^Tithes;^ fift; 29: 



ali^ 



Several Claims made. for Tithes, ard a legaU 
Pr^oferty therein y Jet down and an/wered. 

1/ fT^WE firft' dainfi T^ithes to be due jure 
1' 'difVinOf and produce the Law of Mofes* 
for it. 

2. Others fay, thsit an to the quota pars (yht. the- 
tenth Par^) .Tithes are not now doe by the Law of 
God ; only the Equity of the Law is fthll of^ Force, 
which obligeth to afford a competent Maintenance 
for the'Miniftry,' but doth riot bind to tte certain 
Quantity. • 

3. Others- there are, who plead the Decrees, 
Canons and Conftitutions of General Ck)uncils, 
Popes, Bifliops, Convocations, and thefe fay, that 
Tithes 2tft duQ jure Ecclejiaftko. 

Under thefe. feveraJ Claims, or fotnc of 'them< 
have Tithes been demanded and paid, fince tlie- 
dark Night of Apoftacy overfpread the Rarth under 
the Papal Power, till the Pope's Supremacy and 
Religion was cajft off in England 9 and where the 
Popi/h Religion is profeffed, they are now by the- 
lame demanded and paid. 

But now of late in England, new Claims are 
made, land the old Pretences- feem too much to 
favour oi the Popijh Leaven, and therefore an human 
Right is pleaded, which I (hall briefly bring under 
thefe few Heads. 

1. Some plead the Gifts of Kings and Princes, 
who were Rulers of the People, as Etbdwolph^ &cc. 

2. Others plead the temporal Laws of Kings, 
Parliaments, i^c. 

3. Others 



■ 

3. Others plead the particular Gifts» Appropru- 
tion» Con&cratioQ or Donation^ ot tboie who were 
former Owners of the Land. 
. 4. Others pkad Preicriptioa, and a Icg^ Right 
By their Poffcffion* 

5« Others plead a kgal IjLf^t by Purdafe* . . 

, And befides thefe, I never heard or i^d vf ^any^ 
other Preteoce for Tithes^ thoiigh I hav^,di%ently 
for two Years and more, laboured to inform myfelf 
fully what could be alledged for them. 

To begin with the firft^ thofe diat lay Tithes arc 
due by Divine Right. 

Son^ of them (ay, that the Law given /it? Ifrael 
for Payment of Tenths to the Tribe of Levi,, ^b alfo, 
oblige Chriftians to pay Tfntfys tp tbeo- Mimfins^ as 
fucceedmg in the Priefts Office^ 

Anfw. To fuch it is dearly anfMrered, (hat tbt^ 
Priefthood which had a Commandment to take 
Tithes, being changed by Cbrijt Jefm^ ithere is 
made of NecelCty alfo a Change of the Law ; and 
now the Priefthood is no more commkted to the 
natural Off-fpring of Levi^ or any other Tribe, but 
to Chrift Jejks the unchangeable Priefthood, whofe 
Kingdom ftands not in JFigures and carnal Ordi^ 
nances, but is the Subftance dt what that was but a 
Figure : And it is clear, the primitive Churches wtre 
tflur'd of it, who for fome Hundreds of Years, and 
' till the Myftery of Iniquity began to work, never 
called for the Payment pf Tithes, as is before 
plainly proved 

And how doth a Gofpel Miniftry fucceed to 
the Levitesp who received Tithes, but were not 
Priefts ? Much more Colour had the Qctorifter^,/ 
Singing-men, and the reft of the RaUile brought 
into the late Cathedrals, to claim, thenv wd only 

to 
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to |}ay out a tenth Part to • the Priefts, as the Le^ 

.- '* . ^ ■ ... 

: : Qthcirs fay, 72?^^ Abrahaitt paid Tubes to McU 
chikdtCi. which. fioas before the hcviticsd Prkftbood \ 
and Chrift Jefus is mUde a Prieft after ibe. Order ^ 

Mekhifcdcc* 

» ..«■.< , • t 

- Abraham, refuroing from the Skitghoer. of* the 
icings,, was met by Melchifedec^ who brought him 
Biiead and Wine,, and Mraham jg^ve^i him the 
fTenth.of the Spoil : But what is this to the Pay-* 
mcnt of Tithes, unk& it oblige the Soldkrs ? For 
it doth not appear^ tliat ^^mi^^im. paid the tenth 
Part of his own Increafe ; nor doth it.aj^iear, that 
'^rai>a>rf^ gave the tenth Part at any other Time ^ 
and Jiow will this prove a* yearly Payment ol 
Tithes to Miniftets ? . . 

And what if Jacob gave Tithes ? How are 
tkher of thefe Exahiples more binding than any ^ 
other of the good ^Afts that either of thefe holy 
Men did ? 

, QbjeS.' If it be :&id„ that Je/us Cbrtfi S^id, Te 
Uiie. Mint^ Sec. tk^e. Things ye ought wt Po leave 

undone*. 

' * • • ». • > • < 

\ ^ It*s smfi^erfcd, that Jefus Obrifl then ipoke to the 
Jitfvs^ in the Time when the Levitical Pricfthood 
was not ended, who were bound by the Law, fo 
bn^as I tf was of Force, till he was offered up, and 
iaid, It is firnfhed. 

: But though Divine Right hath been long pre* 
tended, few- are now left who will only ftand to it, 
•and the Generality, both of Lawyers, Priefis and 
People,:, are of a contrary Mind, 

tor , if Tithes be abfolutely due by the Law of 
God, no Cafiom, Uiage, Prcfcription, Privilege, 

D or 
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or />^5^ Difpfaafatiioii, coft acquit jfrom Biymait of 
the utmoft Penny of the tenth Part ; but IcarcedM 
tenth Perfon in England paycth Tithe in kind, and 
riiaily pload they are Ticfte-Mei' and - piiy rodne^ at 
aR, and «Hcci rvery ftnali Matters •, and ib; tho 
greatest Parr of the People of Engknd^dtij Tiefaci 
to be due by God's Law. . l.ji. . >.^ 

Again, if Tithes be due by the Law of God, 
thcn*'it isticK riaei^'End for tWlwch they wwe com- 
inanded, .for ' the ' Leviies^ the Strs^m^ thcr F^thini 
b^ and the ii^;Wm75 ^ dl dierefare li^o:. pieaid fttt 
Tithes by Divine Right, Jfriiift rior pay ihenn to ad 
ImprSfridior ^ &r by Ck>d'$'tlaw te carAiotdaimi 
heoiien ought : any Imprapiiaton:;^^, thai Mind, m 
rcccivjc thiTOi.- ■ « 

And xk, kite Years, 'it tt«s by ^R^s^ Cbkf 
Juftkrc^ adjudged ip the ^Jp^r^Bbnch, tlm$ ^ki^ 
are not now due b^ the Law of Gad, . . - - i' 
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Tbefe plead not for Tithes properly, but for 
a corofartaWc. Maintenacice, and by Way dTSViA^j, 
as Jtfaey XU|)pole , moft, conveliient, &V. And theft 
bring many Scriptures in the New Teftamciyci 
That he that labours is worthy of bis Hire ; he that 
preaebetb tBs a^pely ou^hi U>JiSH of tbe Geffety let 
bim thai is tisaigbt^ tommumcaik U iim tbat 'Uadiieti^\ 
and thelila-' . .,,.,,,- 

Apd to fucb Liay, that qcdr craly the Equicf of 
the Levittcal Law for Tit-hing, Ar Do6b:ine of 
Cbrift Jejin and his Apafttesirfo bind, .kut€Ven 
frona. natural Thiogs wc zrt largely taught out' 
Duty thereia ; Na Man. rmosdeth tbeJl^tb of ibi 
Ox ; and no Man goaib k lf^jatfareMt:bis^vwM Ciiff^^ 
md he that plants a yin'eford^ Ms the Bruk tbetoof : 
And herein it is agreedy d^t dae'^AAniftc^s. of 

Cbrj/t^ 
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Gbr^ftp/dsi; ^hoi are orbited to hft Sdr^fce^ «Ad I^' 
bour in the Wbrd, ought tb be cofnfortabl^ pto* 
vidtjd.for^ that they gpfnot a Warfitfe &e iJieir ^wn 
Charge* . 

But tWs ddtb not require*, tfedt the Wort dj' 
(jw^hkh lic9*>itefte afia'Wildemtfe, ami Is noC of the 
Vineyatd) flibuld oontltifeufe, much kfe bfe cdn**' - 
pclledy toigireaiceitaln Pofddtt ^f the Fruits of 
their LaboufB tbwfttdfiJ the Maitittnitlc6 6fCbnjm 
Mitiiftcrs.. .; . ^ 

- Aori chefe grdnt, thiit^«i^^3* Afc;^ /;? //^^/<f OtrnT" • 
rf Ms .tfwn Laipkf Mi^Fi^Jfiffion \ and thotigh by 
another he may not be com^dJled, foi- fuch Sacfti. • 
fice God abhofSj y6t bught ev^ry one freely vb' 
glorify God With hi§ SuWlaiite^ to ftrCngfchfen the. 
Weak Hands ahd feeble Knefc5$ and to giVe to hint 
that teaxrhfeth thofe Things that ^ti hijfcdful) antl' 
liich cheerful Ghreft God accepts. 

And thfe leaves every one free to give to Mrft 
liiat teacheth; not binding t<> the Maintfenkftds bf 
thofe who hare lefi N^ed than the Git^!-, or of 
thofe who are tfan^fot^ined as Apiyfttes and Minfi- 
^ftcrs of' Chri0^ whd have the Fornix blit' Wiirtt the 
Pow^, who teach fw filthy Lilcre, keetiiHg evfe? 
leaitiing^ but fcaiihdt briitg to the KnbWledge of the 
Truth. 

' And of fuch- MCbri^ Jejus fcnt forth) he always 
tiDok care^ aild th^y never wanted, but thsy reaped 
the Fruits df the if Labotir, and eat the Fruits of 
their own Vineyards which they had planted, and 
by the Churfehes if ho were gathered out of the 
Wcffid, were they maintained to preach the QofjJet 
to die Wo#ld, Untd Whom they would not iliake 
the Gofpel chargeaWe 6r burthehfome, which was 
thdr Olory ind theif CroWn. 

And herewith le! all otir now called Churches be 

pf Wed arid ^ied, Who fepar^te ffom the World, 

. aftd yet many of theift receive Pay and- Wages for 

D 2 .their 
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their T^aich<{rs frorri the World, . who fend none at 
their own C^ to preach to the World. '■ 

And here our Rulers (houjd learn Wifdom^ to 
with- hold their Hands from upholding any with 
their worldly Svv;ord, and compcUibg others to 
maintain them-, and to leave- C^j/?*s Kingdom to- 
his own Rule, who is. Lord of the Harveft, and 
fends forth Labourers, and hath Spirit to put 
ijpon thptn ; who fends forth the Fifliermen, the 
. Shepherds, the Herdfmen, the Tillers -of the 
. Ground, and the Keepers of flocks, who fpeak 
plain Words that wife Men cannot undetftand, wha 
arc wifp in the World's Wifdom, gatheted in 
Schools, .whither they are fcnt to learn a Trade, 
thereby to get their Livings ; and in the Time of 
Popery^ they ftudied the fopijh Doftrines* and 
t)ien preached them to others ; and in the Time* 
of Prelacy^ they clunged to a new Form -: And* 
when that was laid afide* Pnjhyt^ry was fet up, 
and then fuch the Univerfiiies fent forth ; and: finer 
Independency was pref(^?rred, great Store of them 
are ^ead abroad *, and look what pleafeth them 
beit that have the greateft Livings in Difpofe, that 
is the moft cried up, and moft ftudied and preadi- 
ed ; and here is the Spring'.of our Te^ichers, the' 
tJniverfities ; and thefe fay, that Greek and. He* 
brew are the Original, which they go thither to 
learn, that they may undcrftand what Cbriji fpoke,* 
and the Apoftlcs preached : But the Hebrews ^nd* 
Greeks who heard them fpeak in their own Lan- 
guage, could not underftand their Doftrine, for 
it fcemed FooHflinefs to them i and thefe by their 
Original are in no better State, nor nearer to the 
Knowledge of the Gofpel : And Ipt our Rulers 
confider, that Chrift*s Love to the World, for 
whom he died, is not abated ; neither is his Spirit 
diminifhed, npr his JPower fhortned, that he will 
nor, or cannot, iend fQrth> and fit Minifters for 

his 
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))is Service } or that he needs Uni verities toini 
ftruft, or Magiftratcs to provide Maintenance lor 
ihofe he fends forth. And kt them look to their 
own Kingdom, the Worlds therein topundfli and 
reftrain the Evil, and. to encourage and proceft the 
Good ; and then all would be agreed, and the Na-i 
tion kept in Peace, every brie enjoying his true 
Liberty and Freedom : For in this it is aflentedv 
that; the M.inifters.of Ciisj/? Jefia^ who fow unto us 
Spiritual Things, fhould reap of our Temporals t 
But here is the Difference, firji^ That our Con- 
£:ience$ ipoft be our Judge, v^ thofe'Miriifters are, 
and no other Man's Direftion j . for ,t6 ihe. iCon- 
fcience were Chri/i*s Minifters always macle mani- 
feft, and not approved with the Reafoa and Wif- 
dom of Man, Secondly, That> our Gift muft be 
free, and by no Man's Compulfion. , 

. Would npt this e^fe the Magiftrats oi much 
Trouble that be n^akes to himfeJf, and be more 
acceptable to God and Man ? For who bath made 
bim a Judge in thefe Things ? 

A. third Sort plead the Vecrees, Canons^ Confti- 
(fitions^pf Qeneral Councih^ Popes^ Bijhops^ Ctmvo^ 

.cafions^ ' . . 

... ■ I 

Tp fuch I fliail only fay, that for the firft Eight 
Hundred Years : after C/J^A3J/?,. no Canon or Decree 
was made by General Cguncily nor was it then de- 
termined by the Churchi (as 'twas called) -what 
Pa^t every Man (hpqld pay. And the. firft Eight 
General Qmupls do ftot fo much as' fpeak of the* 
Name of Titlies, ^nd that .wa$ tjlj abi)ttt a Thou- 
iand Years y and then aboyt that Time, it came to 
be received -and believed, %\):dLt Tubes ought 4$. ke 
$aid i yet in England', as well as other Nations,^ 
every Man might have given his Tithe where he 
pleafcd, till abcHit the Year, i itoo, as is ahready. 

P 3 proved : 
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pmmd : But I need sat fay much to thefe, few 
being ot this.Mind, but thofe that own the Pope for 
their Head, wc having m England denied and cad; 
pffhis Supremacy^ thoi^h in thi& Matter of Tithes, 
and many* othcf Thmgf;, we ftiU f^el his Power 
amor^ us* 

And npw having briefiy gon^ over the Siibftance 
qT what is pkaded for a Diviae or Eccliffiaftick 
Right, I come next to what is pretended for ail 
jBuflun Right. > 

.. And this firft Sort pkaJs Sbe Gifis ^JCftig^x, as 
Ethelwolph, fcfr. 

Ta thefe I anfwer, if they could. prov^ the whole 
I^pd had beea the parucutar Poflbfllon of any 
fuch King, thty faid lbmethii>g y /^ugh thai 
wouid not juftify the taking Tithes- from all the 
^ People, • asl fhall be more tuUy proved hereafter. 
But by what. Right coatd he give the t€nth Pstrt of 
the Increafe artd Fruits pf tke Laboursi e#,;ill the 
J?cople of his Dominions, who had no legal Pro- 
perty^ tbereia i It was an ^afy Malt-er, ^hen the 
Papers £mi0ki^ {^od .^taught the People, fba4 
Tubes were due to God and them j and had per- 
fwaded Kings and Nobles, that Heaven might be 
furchafid by tbieir ffi^crkSj to procure frotef them 
the Giit of that which was not thfeil's, the poof^ 
Peoplis tithes ; efoecially confidering the People 
wore' of the fame Mind, and a^ zealous of all the 
P(^{^Suiperftition& as thefnfelves, and' every one 
firiviisgwhq (kculd thei^in meft e^ecei r witne^ 
tiuDfe many rich Abbeys and Monafteries, fetely in 
this Land. . But \i that King EtMwolph^^ Grantt 
be the Foundation of Tithes, then how many fac- 
ceedmg^ Kings and- Biihops, and others, have vk)-. 
. laced his Peed, by appropriating them to Abbeys, 
^^icmdfleries, and iucl> like Houits ? And hoi;^ 

- have 
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fia^^e 111 Agx firtce' 'Etbekvolpl/s, taken upon them- 
YHvtt.thc JKlpofirion of 'Tithes,' without any. Re- 
lation to wtet Ife did f Which fhews' clearly, th^t 
ii^ither KwgSy Parliamtnfs, nor People^ did ever 
Ikke'thcnfifdvcs bound by hts Grtint* But the Fofly 
Sind Vknity of this; Argument will more plainly ap- . 
l^carhfereafter.' ; '. r — 

T • t . *< . ■ I - 

^^ 'The next, and thofe which feem to have tne 
■flirongeft Pica,' do" mgt^ The Temporal Ijms of 
'iSn^ ind ' parliaments^ and iay, hy the taw thy 
have '^5 good Property in Tittesy as any Man bath in 

'hh'tdkds. \ • "•' ' ■■ ' 

• « • » ■ 

^'Anjhf^ To ftrch I fay, the Law doth not gtvc 
'any 'Man a Property, either in Land or Tithei, 
V any other Thing, but only doth confcrve t?o 
every Man his Property, which he hath in Hs 
'Land and Pofleflions, either by Gift, P^rchafe or 
'Defeeot, and fecure him- from the Injury or Vi6- 
lence of another. « 

' But let us not be deceived with i new Pretence, 
;;}atejy. taken up^tb delude fimple Minds, of a legal 
Prt)periy^ and a civH Right ; for that is but a Shift, 
^nd it . matters not what any fay, of now pn?- 
tcn^f ' condeming the Right of Tithes, when they 
fee their other Claims will not fetve the Turn ; 
tmt let us hear what.the Makers of the Latins fay ctf* . 
them, thofe from whom they claim ^ and palling 
'by thi- Sax(mh Tfmes, Jtnd Kin^ Stephen^ and the 
reflr of thofe Who werem the Mid-night oP P^perjy 
Jet us camt to fienrf the 8th, who caft off m 
Pope, and upon whofe^ Law, all others that were 
fince made are builded ; and in the Preamble of the 
Aft,' ft is declared. That Tithes are d^e to God and 
Holy Church, and they bteme Men for being fo 
wricked as' not to pay them, and therefore that Law 
is made ; arid here is the Ground* Of the Law, not 

D 4 any , 
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^y Property or;Cml Right in. Pricfts or^othwi 
jand therefore, if the Law require them as due faly 
Divine Right, \he that faith they are only.^-duc bj 
bum^n Right, cannot claim' tliem, npr- ought XQ 
recover them by that Ijaw^ for l^c claims, them by 
another Right -^ and for any M^ to claim timt by 
human Right, from human Liaw, .which cpiUr 
mands them as due by Divine Right, is but a me^ 
Deceit. And that Law o£ Heny tht 8th, and thcreil, 
did npt upon any civil Ground, |et up, or conftitufie 
the Payment of Tithes, but takes it for grated, 
^tbat Tubes, are due to God and Holy Church }• aqd 
therefore the Foundation of the Law being takcp 
fiway, that they are not due to God and Holy Churchj 
the Law falls to the Ground ; for the Law not 
making them due, butfgppo|ing them due by,,, a 
former Right, if they were not fp due, the Lavy 
qmt^t bp binding. ' / 

That Tithes were never, till now of latCi pr^T 
. tended a civil RigMy is plain ; for as they were im- 
pofed by the Pope, fo were they triable, in, his 
.Courts ; and thofe very Laws made by l^te Parlia* 
ments, did appoint them to be tried in the Eccle- 
fiaftical Courts, and rcftrained the temporal Jurif- 
diclion, as fhe Afts themfelyes teftjfy. 

But what is the Property thu^ is npw claimed 3 
Is it in a Perfon ? That cannot be, for the Priefx 
hath them not till he enters his OiHce, and wTien he 
parts with that, he lofeth his Tithes : So the Prieft 
path no Property, but his Office -, and what js that ? 
it was a Poj>i/h OfEpe when Tidies v^re firft" pai4 
to it ; and how comes th^ |*rop^rty to cqotiavie 
now the Office is laid af^de, and the Pope that fet 
theni up ? But how can a piyil Jiigbt or Property 
be prefended, when the Author was the Pope ? The 
End for a called Spiritual OiEce, and recovered in 
an Ecglefiaftical called Court 5 are not thefe Covers 
grown toolhort? 
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J And in the Aft of 32. |ife». 8th, Tithes aic 
, palled. 5^inVv*j/ Gifts : And there, of impropriate 
: TithQs md after the DiiToliition, it's faid, . they a^ 
, fiovf midt, imporal : And before that Time; it 

vr^ i>ev^r hj^d that Tithes weret called 9 Tanforul 

Bigbt. \: „, 

But it's farther hxd^TbeJe ^ Laws ^ere ma^ ly 

.IParliamms^ the Reprejhj^aiives of the Pejople rJm 

though '^ttbes wer0 not due before^ yet they migbt^gwf 

^iihes^ ietaufi their cv)n^ they being the Body of tkf 

feople,. '.' ' .' . •;.;' •: • 

This would fuppofc a psfftlcular Coniepr^ion^-or 
Donatio^ of ttic People, not only as ia tter L^ir 
ffative Capacity to bind'themfejvcs by a Law, biit 

Tby a particular Aft of Free-Gift : But it's plain, thjp 

Aft never intended any fuch Thing, for it gives 

pothing, but commands what was btrfbrp., - . 

And a$' to the Law itfelf, and all other Law 

pf Kings, . Parliaments, Popes, Councils,' Biihops, 

"^nd.whatqyejT elfe was by anyMaa made for tfe 
Paymeni: .of Tithes fince Chrift Jefus came in the 
Flefl), joined altogether, how do thjcy all, or any 

-pf them bind the iConicience ? For if Tithes tie 
apt due b)^ the' Law of God, as is herein prove^, 
and airadff generally grftntcd : Who hath let theqi 
up ? TJie Law of Rlan at beft : And who is Man, 
that mafe^ a Law in t^he PJace where God difaii* 
nulled his pwn Comm.ajid!? Is it better to obey 
Man than God ? Or is Man grown wifer than h^ 
iMaker ? Whp put this Power into the Hand of 
Man,' to r^ife a cornpulfory Maintenance for Jili- 

' nifters ? Tha.t any Parljanient have Power, to 
piake any bindirig Law for the Maintenance of 

^jJhofc th^y call Minifters, :foi: doing, a Work which 
they pall WpVihip ot God, and torce the Pebplf 
jp lubmitto it,' the clear Light of this Age doth 

generally 



« 

^o -S^ Grf'aF iStfe of Tithts, ^c, 

'l^nerally^ condemn V for tfiey arc niucH'iijcSre.Jikc 
to ' ftfc '^ itx^ trmihtiia ' ^thbf? ; who ' are cb^trki;y ifo 
Chf^i* xyan^Ch^^ who hcve^ "loblccd 

for, nof dtirft own ftcH^k'Way of Proyifibn: WSl 
•ari^-fey they have Fb^eff' tvom Whom' had', they 
it ? Is it derived from the People ? That canitbt>be. 
Haye they any other Power. committed to. them ? 
'H6W !^ if ?• As th^' are Magiftrates •, rf lb, the 
^uYki and nil Infidel MagiftrateshaVc the like*: 
X>r is k -as they '^rc'Chrifiian Magiftratesf Then 
imynoV'Francej Sfatn^ ice. xlaim the farhef For 
what Nation in Europe will not fay they 'have a 
Cbriftian Magiftracy, though far the greater Part 
di^m^x:Papifts r And may not ^Fapfi by ^ 
good R%ht require and compel Maintenance' for 
Irb Minm:crs, as ftenry the 8th, or any other 
could, or can do ?• But that I may not be miftakert, 
*as if I went abont to take away the Magrftratc^ 
Power ' to ' raife Taxe^, Afleifments, .w oth^r 
Charges, for the Service and Defence of the Na- 
tion,'' h ^fe^needfi;!' to difKngaifh between thofe 
Tilings that are called Civity and fiich as are calfed 
Sjiritual r Fw cm! Ends and Ufcs, the Peo^e 
wayj^ive Power to their Reprefentatives to raife 
-Monejrsi or any* othei* cryilTTiing, becaufeinfuch 
^Th Jndf they are their is^n^ Matters r But in Mat- . 
'ters" of Religion and Spiritual ^Things, no Map caii 
•gtvi? Pbwer unto anddfier, to impofe any Thfeg 
upon hrmfelf, or. his ^Nefg^boar ; for in thofe 
Things every one is to be accountable unto God, 
and to (land and fall to his own Matter. 'And tho^ 
«;<? give unto God the' ^ings ' that are 'God*s j and 
unto CcBfaVy the Thlhp that are bis \ paying; Tri- ^ 
' bute to vhom Tribute fe , due.. Bur as * ror all 
Laws made in the Will of Man, in the Things of 
Godi and their heavyJ^imifhment$'inflifted upon 
fijch as cannot fof Confidence &ke conform unm 

• -^ ' - ^ ' them* 
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i^m, thtfv reach «ot tfee Conlochce V and ftcrcfore 
make no §in ogainft Ood, 

And a$ oont^ming tfie Laws of Kife sHl?«^ thcf 
9th, and Edwapd the 6th j^ it may be confidcred, 
fomfe pF thorn were made- by a .Rjp^ Kipg and 
Farliament^ and the Teli, in the Glimmerings o^ 
Lighry ithen Men "wer e btit fcen W^Tre^; an^ 
therefore^ to make their Laws a Riile' for thif • 
I>ay ' of ^ dear and Sun-fhine- Light, favoiirs tea 
much of the ok} Popifi> Spirit, and isaf Shame to 
our Reformation : And iP it be iaid, Papift^ m^y 
and did make good Lams ; ifs true, in temporal ' 
Things they did, but not in Things of Rdigtont 
?9^herein they are differenced from us, bcomfe 
pApifts. • • 

But were the Law juft in commandJhg Tithes, 
<yin It be' equal to give doubie or trebk Dama^e^ 
wiiere they 'are not paid ? If any Man owe a juft 
and due Debt, no more by Law can be ircovcr^i 
but what the Debt is, b^fides the Charges of the 
Law!' How cruel* thicrefbre- are thefe JLaws wA 
Ordinances, which in a Matter of fd much juft 
Scruple, require -and Irhpofe- the: double or treble 
Value ? And how onri^teous are ajij fuch JPeifons, 
,4S. by f prcc of fiwsh^ M^s i:eceiye ;thieaj ? For if 
^i0^ wre due, , i^^ther^fore t^ie ^r^ Valve due^ 
jbecaiife the Law hath madjEi tl](at .?«aa^y f Where 4 
Equity or Jufticc in either ? TJie Pope and Jiis; 
Adhenenc^did only opct^mihonic?^ theRcfufer till 
ie conformed ; awf tfli theft late Liw!?, fticH Pe- 
naltfe*' ai Imprilonment ^nd treble 'Damage were 
never known. A m^ here what was by our Fore^ 
fathers -Sugerftition (whom we look ha;ck 9t fe afaf 
pfF, aridipity) begun in Ignorance, we boild up^ 
and conftrm with Tyfatiny, and inftead of their 
Rocjs, mal^e to ourfclyes Scorpibhs. 

Btt. herein i» not all^ but tht Law require? 
^cry Mian ttt fie m ^ fenAj and fo makes 
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Confcience teftlfies, which is moft crviel and iU^. 
righteous;; ,and hicn that caimoc do fo, they fue and 
hale before Courts and Magiftr^tes, and %\^x^: they 
get jMdgippnt of treble Damage,, aod by that Jiidg-^ 
Hj^iy:, frecjuently take Fiyfe-fqld, yea . fosa^jiro^s 
Ten-fold xhe Value: Shall not thefc Thing? render, 
this Age, . Wihtch fo much pf ecends to Refof nr^atipn^ 
^ontemptiBft to future Generations ? And for thefc 
Things, ihall: not even Papijis rife up in Judgmcat^ 
againft us, and condemn i|s ? . ^ . , 

. But how is it that ^y Law for Tithes i$ .now^ 
executed? P9 not all jL^w; and Statutes for .Tithes 
reftrain the, Trial of them tp the Ecclefiafticalr 
Courts, and prohibit the Temporal Courts from, 
meddling with them ? And fince the E^pl^fiaftijcal 
N. B.ttw Courts are deftrpyed. Who have Power ja. giv^, 
fvii in the Judg^ient/or Tithe$ ? No temporal Judge pro^- 
time of the cceding according to the Laws fojr Tidiing. HoW; 
WjedS^ is it then, that fo many Pcrfons are fued, profccuted^ 
and unjuftly vo^ed for Tithes in all the Courts at 
tVeflndnJler •, and not only To, but in the Sheriff'^ 
Court, and other^ petfy Courts in the Country. 

ObjeSt, If it- be fiid, The Statute gives^:iouhk 
Damages andCofts^ and no Court being appointed 
tvbere that Jhidi be recwered'^ it tnuft ie fupfofed /» 
te the Common-Lax^ Courts^ • 

I anfwer, by alking of what muf^ they give the 
double or trebl? Damage, feeing they are reftrained 
|fX)m trying for the (ingle Vaiqe ? If they cannot 
judge the one, how pan they f ward the other ? Will 
they condemn an Acceflary before they try thq 
Principal ? What is this but to make the Law a 
l^ofe of Wax,' or any Thing, to uphold another 
unrighteous Kingdom. 

Objeff. It win be faid, Jujiices of Peace have 
Power. . It ipay be fo by an Ordinance, btjt no 

'.. " ' ■ ' ' ' " Aft 
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,Aa of Parliament, which IS the Law of i,nghfid ; 
and that they do it, many poor People feel ; for 
genenftlly they give treble -Damages tor all manner 
Mcf Tithes, whenas the Statute gave but double, and 
Cofts, and that only for predial Tithes : Ai^d thef 
ufually execute their Precepts by fuch Berfona as 
will do it cfFeAually, who take generally five Times 
.more than the Value, which they apf^ift aind fell 
&r under the Worth •, ■ aftd • he that cannot comply 
With their Cruelty, and cohf efe their Judgment juft, 
by accepting back what they will return, doth fre-^ 
quently fuffer five or fix-rad^ yea pfteh ten^fpld 
Damage. And here the^JFingers of the Juftioes ar6 
too oftea found, by ronicientfous- Men, far- more 
heavy than the Ijoins of the Law, nay md^fe thaii 
of the old Ecclefiaftical Courts, or the PoJ)e him- 
fclfi .who hath nofuch Penalties. I write what I 
can prove ty manifold Inftances. :-.:... 

Though thefe OppreflBons be many and great, 
yet are they not all that this Age exerdfes 5 for 
.by a new Device, under Pretence • that Priefts arc 
not able to pay Tenths to the Prot€£lor^ unlcfs 
«very Man pay them their Tithes, they fue Ment 
for all Manner of Tithes by Englijh BUI in , thd 
Excbequety and there would force them upon 
their Oaths, to declare what Tithes they have 5 
whenas in (he Ecclefiaftical Courts, the Ordinary 
might not examine a Man upon his own 0ath, 
concerning his own Tithe : And here fuch as ei- 
ther make Confcience of Swearing, which Chrijl 
forbids, or cannot themfelves tell what Tithe they 
had, are caft. into Prifon for Contempt, where 
they may lie as long as they live, no Law in the 
Nation reaching them any Relief: And divers up- ibis wis 
on this Account have long lain in the Pliet^ and ^'" ^^eTe^ 
yet are there ; and I believe above an Hundred J^J; ^ 
Suits are' in the Exchequer depending, and Pro- Aboms. 
ccedinga .ftopt at this Point ^ the Hearts of the 

very 



vefY O^if^Hrot the Gwrt. r?J«itmg i^hh Pkjr^ 
•towards fuch Numt^s^oCpoor Men brought thhhcr 
^vcry Ter^n^ irenm ihe moft^ remote Parts pi the 
Kationi and: feme of th<3rtt irtw ior above i'Ubetm 
J^enci/yi .fuc^ i3Q€trcik& Ctfu^f^ Jbdgcs in, the Hdattis 
of manjr^ if aOt the vao& of ^oiir Jjrcttnded Go%iei 

O fliamefbl Ref^nt^tton I What ! cotnpd s 

Man hiiQ^I* ,to fet cki« the Tithe of his own 

Goods to m.aiiitairi to Hireling- Ptieft^ it may be 

one openly profthat^, aiHi fo make him fm againft 

hifr own Confcience^ Qi^ take: from him -thrice, nyr 

rather, fitve Xioies fk$ mtleii' i . And fxit only fo, h^ 

toforceiiifB W fwegir wh^ib Titfads he faad^ or cam«- 

jnit him to PrifoD» there to Me without JHopc of 

Keliei I doth: not the Cry of thefe Abdnkdnadotis 

fea^d^./thitHighi Palace- WdJfi> and enter Padia*- 

meat Doors ? Surely thty i^ach thfe Gates of 

Heav^iU: And though Man havt forgotten his fair 

PromifeSf God will m due. Time fcreak thefti 

Bands, aiidjend Relief another Way. O coriibd 

Ftrfi'fruits and TMhSi the foperftitkius Relkk 

of P^per'^s Sind Wage^ <)f Unrightcouffttfsi the 

Caufe and Cover of Sll tbcfe Eicisbequer Suits, arid 

of mo{^ ofithefe Mifchidfs! Muft weftiii havts 

Priejls ^ijid Tiibeii Then miy we not wilh i6t 

old Priefts^ and old EccJefiiftical C^nirts ? Fof 

much more : Moderation Was in tliem, and even 

Papifis would blu& kt our Ctuelties. Did but that 

Magiftnace fee what Havock is made in the Norths 

what driving of OocklSf the Oten out of dbe Plow^ 

the Cows from poor arid ittd^ent Children^ what 

carrying of P0>ls^ P^^Sj^ atid KsttUs^ yea and fetch^ 

ing the very Cloaths off poor Peopl© Beds^ he 

woul(;i eiiher.be alhdmed of fach Jujiices^ or foch 

Priefis or Ttthes^ Or of thehi all. Such Inftatices 

i could give^ as would .make the Reader's Eari to 

tingle y and he that C2inn0C bobsve me^ Itit him ieod 

int^ 
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hm Cmdf&lMdy zxiA te^flia]! toeet witk kvT' tharf 
cannot ih£brin Jnim .of it ; or do but let him go a 
linie ^fter Harveft, and he tcfty find the Juftica fo 
bufy, is if (hey had ittdetitha- Work tober^dbingi 
But wbith^' have I digrdTcd ? Let me return to 
h^r «idhat' difr next can. faji^ . 

^ 3.. Atid: dheTe piipni ^bt Gjfi pf tb^ Jbat wn 
formerfy Pti^^^^^ £f ^t-Jband^ and iay^ ^fi^\hak 
pay fMeif &^ hutiihat -joJihisk ibeir Akc^fi^n jkfUy 
ebargsi'M^nitbim^ .< :: •♦ * M • : 

• To'fndi I dnft^ier, tbait if a true^many .Ancefbink 
gamr: iStbes,: which of diem were rbqaired, ail 
wbxt rhkdi.bem declared $ but what i« dttt ta 
us ? *0p bow aie we thereby, bound ? Did'weraiiy 
Man^' inr'iiyy iDeed qt .Conveyance of rhis Lan$ 
expE^:iatfiy fudh Gift^ or^vnatke any fisi^eptiori of 
Tidbes^^'I never low or. iheard. of^ fmch :« Thing $ 
and I0: thofe*wbo can fiiidlfuciii^^4ff%;^^d»;^^i i^kt 
their ClaAm ; but I bdievei it^ will hot be \n l^ng^ 
land. That which ft is Soft plteads, fdtim; to nfrnK^ 
a Ground for a diitiod Prmeny ; f€^ if diere btf 
a PrQ{»rey4 it muft tof • Neceffity arife ^tiv bitit 
that wai; the erne Owner^ and had fbwdr to charg^ 
himfeliF and his Poftciity ^ and thefe fay, The^yhaD^ 
as good' Right iojhe tenth Part^ as the Ownsri>ntb tP 
the nini; and that bi never purcbaftd itf and th^ 
Mke. Unto all ^hich I ^nfwer^ that thov^h tt 
were true, aiid could be proved, That^mkie Am 
ceii0r9.gp.ve Tithes, and that for ever, yet am I 
n^ fhemby bound to pay theitn^ or 0;and any way 
chargeable with them. It*a true, when they vt&i 
Owners of Land^ they might themielves yield and 
fet forth' what Part ci their injcreafe- they pkafed^ 
or might have given the tenth, or My mhet Park 
of their Land, as they: t^ould^ or they might htai^e 
dMTged upon the lindt -wiiist Rent they, fibcd ^ 

but 



but they codd not charge theb Poflmty 
that which was na Way: theirs, nor wbich iii any 
0^c. ;Senfc, Conftrudion or Undcrftanding, they, 
(X»M J^e 'faid to have anv Property, in^ and. which 
is.iu>t^paid^:byj3eafon offtfa^* which is; derived/from 
them ; for Tithe is neither ^d o£ t^ndi nor. by. 
reafon of the Land, but is paid by reafon of the 
Jncrtafe ior Renewing \?. and therefore die> OA^rines 
fif the did Fathers,; thevSoamte pf Eekoi^d die 6ti># 
eild^fo the i?Q^ La^.for Tithes^ do as- weU re-^ 
quire the iPayment of the tenth Part of. &fehs. PitM^ 
fits and Gain, whether by Trade, Conimerce or 
Mercbattdise, . as of this f*fuita of the Earth, yea 
jthe, tenth Part of Wagesi and all perfqml: Idcneafe^ 
though; not. raifed imipediatdy. by Land : . AxkI 
furdy no Man will fay, that he pays Tithe of ,-thdc 
|)ecaufe , his Anceftors^ charged hi m withr: them ; 
tior will .any Man allow, :tiiat another Perfon, by 
^y.Qift of his. Ancefior^ can have another ^Klin^ 
property in the temh.Part of the Frait of hi» 
Labovirs \ and die Cafe is the fame as to all Tithes^ 
whether predial, perfonal, or mixt ; if I fit.ftill 
and plow not, no Corn will grow. : If, I fit ftill and 
work not, no Prqfil wUl rife ; fo that it^s my La* 
bour^ my JBHigence. and Induftry that raifcth the 
Tithe, ajid in my Power it is, to make it lefe oi* 
more ; and fome times, yea often it f^ls out, that 
the Tithe of Com is thrice more worth than; the 
rYedrly Value of the Land on >. which it grows » 
and. herein Tithe of Corn ii far more hard and un- 
equal than perfonal Tithes ; for the onis pays bufi 
the Temh, all Charges deduifled ; the other pays 
the Tenth of Clprgcs add all. 
[ Mine Anceftor could ,not charge ntc ^with that 
,which doth »o^ ^frr«tf by reafon of that, which I 
have from him ; nor am I bound, bccajufe mine 
f Anceftor left me Land, to pay Tithe, which is. not. 
paid by rfea&n .of the. Land^ but of the Ihcrcafe, 

unto 
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unto which I am no more tkd hf Law^ than he is 
who hath Increafe without Land^ If I have Land« 
and no Increafe, I pay no Tithes ; if I have. In-, 
cteafey though no Land, I ought by Law to pay- 
Tithes. If I hufband my Land» fo that the In^ 
creafe of it is not to be fevered, no Tithe can be 
recovered of .it ; and therefore if I pafture my 
Land, no Tithe (hall.be paid for the Gra&, which 
is eaten unfevered, but only a Rate-Tithe for tha£ 
which doth depaiiwe on it ; which makes it plain^ 
that Tithe is not paid by reafon of the Land, but 
of the Stock ; and in that alfo, it lies in my Power 
to make the Tithe much^ little, or nothing ; if V 
pl^ough and fow Corn, the tonth Part of the' In* 
creafe is generally more worth than the Land on 
which it grows, which comes not by the Land 
which defccnds from the Anceftor, but becaufe of 
the Increafe, Won by the great Charge, Induftry 
and Labour of the Hufbandman^ If I pafture my 
Ground with Sheep that yield a Fleece^ the Tithe 
will be confiderable, though not fb much as by 
Corn. If I pafture with Cows dr breeding Cattle, 
a muchlefs Tithe is paid : And if I eat With Horfe^ 
and barren Cattle^ a fmall and inconfiderable 
Rate is only required, though in few Places of 
the Nation would that be recoveted in the Times 
of greateft Height of Popijb Laws. But if I plant 
Wood^ and let it ftand tor Timber ; or if I ftore 
my Land with Beafts which he f era nalurce, where-^ 
in thefc is no perlbnal Property, no Tithe (hall be 
paid. Or if I will let my Land lie wafte, (which 
may be fuppofed, becaufe it may be done) or will 
eat my Meadow* or Com Handing, no Tithe cart 
be required. All thefe Inftances manifeft, that 
Tithe hath ftill Relation to the Stodk and perfonal 
Eftate* and not to the Land ^ and is paid by rea- 
fon of the Stock* and not the Land i and fo no 
Anceftor could lay and perpetuate fuch a Charge 

E as 
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^ Tithg upon it, Mr wdiS he bind i£s Sticceflbf 
td itv If by my Anchor I ^m bcHitid to pay Tiche» 
m/fe^^ /i^lrrA^, or in confidrration of the Land 
i^ehich hd teave* hte^ to \rhat Value mutSr it be ? I 
m^y y^rty pay rMtt ikisit\ the La^d- He leavos me 
ih wor& : ti I keep km Ti}li^^e, iind if : I pafture 
it, I tveedrrotpay thecwemieth Part^ faairc I net 
hereifl (withoiit Fraud to my Anceftorfe) Pow^r to 
pdf much Of litde ? (fi) HdW fe this like a^ ii^/- 
Obargr certain^ whkh k b^ lbtn€ objeftcd ^ tf 

Tichefi 



■*■ 



CO it may be fetther Ihtwiiy that there to ho Parity of 
Rtfafoti betwMi THhes and & Refit-Chtiite Slfc^d tt^ Uails| 
for a Reot-Chail^e ts paid by reilba of the t«n< tm whid» 
It is charged (in which he thatcharg*U had a Fropertyj but 
'iTithes are not pair) by reafon of the Land, but by reatbn 
of thfe Stoclr andTLabbur of the ^irefehtOtctifier of the Lan^ 
IFih^e be io Iii^reai^^ AO Proftt made) no GW^ ^lant^v 
oor {any Thing ren^nting upon the Land, no Tithe can be 
demanded. B«t for ike Non-payment of a Rent-Chajige^ he 
on w^om it is TettiedV may e^tter upon and poiTels the Land 
%hich is charged with Ae jpay rhetit of it. Bui: for* Non*pay- 
menitot Tithed, h^ who daiihs them^ ^Moit enter npim ot 
pofTefa the Land, bbtis mkde v^hole ont of the Stock of die 
pccttpier. All ^hich demonftrates, tnat it is the Stock, not 
thel/and, of which theTiche is paid. NoW fmce Tithes 

are hot the tenth Pairt of the Land,.btit the tcftth ftirt of the • 

Ihcr^k^ of the Stocle, a^d tbein^ the tAibeKtr, Gdfe, 'Skill, 
Indoftify and DUismce of tihe Oosopanr, n isfolved* and 
seceflarily inchided in the StOcl^ as iimrainen^al Means aod 
Qiules «r producing the Jficrcaps t A perpetual Grant of 
Tithec, iifjplies a tJfarft ftot oftty of '6th-er Mens Stbtks,. In 
Hwhkh the Grantm had no IVopettyi biit of othfcr M«w 
Lalfoact, Care,: Skill, Ditigenceand Inchiftry aifo» idog be* 
fore they V9tt€ begotten % wcm ^'teh SuMOTition, aU Mea j 

butFricfts,fince mhelwolf 'sT'imc (the ftftKingof £»f k»i,f T 

Xvho made a Grant of TithesT mulf he hm SltCves^ uadtfr aa 
Obligation to employ tliehr T?me, Pirirw, lAduft^y and Skil!^ 
«» i^xihrkivj^ figr the ^fitfts* Ittt vetidrkBr k be rational to 
«dmtt ift Ethilt>olf\ Or atiy «^er» a PaliFer to hmf^t «fe 
Neceffitf of fuch a fcrvUc Condition on their Poller Ky, let 
the Rcadet judge. 

And 



:\Jritbe6 were paid by reafon of the Land, 6m^y 
ther^ is cnoft Reafpn^ thai: tbetfinth Part of ct)e 

E 2 Graft 
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And if wc foppofe, that Stbelw^lf hid an ample Fonver «f 
difpofingf(rh9thep1j:afcd, or rh^t ^he Pcpplc had iiy Cod- 
fefic joined vifh hiai ki tke Donation, pvery M^f^ accoidifig 
to the Intereft he had 5 yet neither coi^Id he f?n§le|' nor h^ 
and they conjoin'd, grant any mpre than belonged to thenj* 
relv<« ; fositisan tndilpntatileMaxim, ttiat> No ^^n can ir ^fertKl 

: twiif^r mne Hgit \Q,awtbcr^ thin he Umf/lj Utb* Tb^iy pia3 juris 
might have dirpofed of wihat Paf t of ihp L^d rtifj pleafed* ad alinm 
they might h^ye given the tenth Part of the Land, tbf fenth transferre 
Acre, ^e. But for them to mafce a Grant of thp tenth Paf t poteft 
of iht Profits Qf «he Land for ever, is repugnant tii»Rea (in « quam ipfc 
Isftice and Equity } they are therefore ,£i«atif ipiftaken, haberet. 
whq take Tithes to he i}o pore tl)f n ^ ^ept-Cbaf^^ 99d 
urge it, that t6e Ovmers might as well mike 4 G^^t of li$hfi 
jpr every 09 fet 4 Bffit-Cha^e upan their UdnisfQf evcr^ 

' Though this ArgnineDt has been urgM for tne Keafon and 
Lawfulness of paying Tithes, yet iCwe cociider kipartiatty 
thp jf^ature of mh, wf fliall fiqd ^ va& Pi^r/^nce ; F9r if 
^ ftjan ejijoys ^ Farm^ o» wnich a JteritChar^ Ufeuledihe 
is chargeable with^ and lUbJe toj)ay it, whether he etnptoy 
his Farm ojnot. Whence it is evident, that a Rent-Ghftrge 

, being a Charge upon the Landy not upon the Stocky and Titbei 
being a Charge upon the St9cky not upon the Z.4ni, though 
otif Ancefters i^ad Power to lay a H^nt-Ch^fe Vfen ih«ir 
own La}ids^ in which they had a Property, yet they could 
not; hare a Power to gra^c Tithes oat of oibft MeosScecks, 

1 in 19 hkti they bad no Property. Again^ 

Thottgh it fixuild he urged , 7iat fitbce mrefetOei h 4hefe 

' Ait mete aStuali^ peis^ei of^m in Law ) yet if Tithes be the 
T«nth of the Profits or Increafe of the Land^ they who were 
«&»ally feisedof them idLa w, coald rett4e no more than xhey 
<«et« feized of,:and dhey-oouid be aCfaially feieed^f iio other 

. Profits pr Inereafe, than what did grow, kicreaife, or renew 
4ipoD Che Land* whUe they were aQuaUy fei^ied of it : So 
that (hchSettlemeat^ how valid r0eTer,whvlethey lived, mult 
needs expire ^idv thqin* Hence can any one wi4?h Rea&n 
urge, that 'they who were poffeft of Land an hundred Years 
ago, could tbc^A Settle or^ifpoTe^^f the Profits and Inpreafe 
that ftall grow smA arife upon the Land an hiimdred Years 
after, fince that Profit cannot arife 'barely from the Laiid, 
hut fcom the Labour. Ind«ftry and Stock of the Occupier ? 

Where 
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Gra& renewing upon all Pafture-Grounds fhould bt. 
paid V for the Land flill brings that with it, aiid 
it's eafily divideableby Rent, or let by Month, If 
another hath as good Right to the tenth Part of 
the Increafe, as the Owner hath to the nine, wfiy 

. can he not take it without the Owner's fetting it 
out, or recover it by AAion of Debt or Trefpafe ? 
But it is clear there is no Title till it be fet forth, 

. and then if the Owner carry it away, an Action of 
Trefpafs lies, becaufe he had fet it out, and given 
it to another, and fo altered his Property, as one 
Man doth, by marking his Cattle for another Man ; 
and therefore it is, that the Law which commands 

^ Tithes, doth not give Power to any to take the 
Tithe, becaufe he had no Title, but enjoins the 
Owner to fet it forth, and fo make it another's by 
his own Confent. 

If any Man claim Tithes by my Anceftor's Gift^ 
may I not a(k him, to whom, and for what, my 
Anceftors gave them ? And it is plain beyond De- 
nial, that all thofe (3ifts of Lands or Tithes in En^- 
landy Unct Augujlin t\it Monk planted the Popi/h 

Faith, 



Were ever any aftually feizedx)f thcLabour of the Husband- 
man's Hands, of the Sweat of his Brows, ofthe Jiidgmcnrt, 
Undefftanding and Skill that God hath given him ; of the 
Stock he employs, the Coft he befiows, the Care, Pains, Iii- 
duftry and Diligence he exercifes for the obtaining a Crop ? 
Again, if we confiderche PraAice of our Anccftor?, in 
their Donations of Tith(s^ we may find, that they did ooc 
look uponTithes to be at all in theNdtureof a Rent-Charge, 
for they took great Care by Legd'Seukmemsy to fecurc and 
affure thofe iie»f*Ci>;rrg« 5 but made no Provifion fforfome 
hondred Years) for the T^mtnt ofJUbesy fave by Ecclefiafli- 
cal Cenfures ; nor was the Knack of (lieing for Tithes ia 
Temporal Cowts found out^ till of late Yeax6 ; which argues, 
chat as they gave Tithes at firft in a religious (though blind) 
Devotion, fo they intended ihcCominugnee of them (hooid 
have depended on Devotion alio* Jbmas EBvfQod-s Epmiai» 
tiott of tithes fitAken* 
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F^th, and preached up then^w Payment of Tithes, 
there given to Pppjb Priefts, for faying Prayers for 
we Souls of the Givers, and their deceafed An- 
ceftors, as old Confecrations do witnefs : And 
therefore in Reafon, if the Confideration and Ser- 
vice be ceafed, fo ought alfo the Wages ; for no 
Man, in Law or Equity, ought to claim Wages 
when he; will not do the Work for which it was 
given ; and feeing thofc Popijh Priefts and Prayers 
are laid aiide, the Gift (it any fuch were, and 
could be binding) ought to return to the Donor, 
^nd may not without his Confcnt be perverted tQ 

another Ufe. 

. ** Tithe was never claimed m refpeflt of any S H E P- 
•« C)wi>erlhip in the Land, but ex deHtOy by the HERD* 
" Lay^ of God, for Subftraftion whereof, no R,e- 
'' medy lay at the Common-Law 5 and therefore, 
*Mf a Parfon let a Leafe of his Glebe to another, 
*^* with all the Appurtenances, yet he himfclf (hall 
*< have Tithe of it/* 

u <iterra non fiint decim^biles ; and therefore neither c O O K. 
" Mines nor parries of Iron, Brafs^ Tin, Lead, 
" Coals J Stones, Ttte, Brick, or Lime, are Tithcable, ^ ^ . 
'*' nor Houfes, nor Trees, nor Grafs, nor Corn, till|^/'?[ 
'*' they be fevered from the Land, the real Eftate f dotty & 
** which defcerids by Inheritance from the Anceftor, trej}afs 
*.« and made a diftinft perfonal Poffeffion/* And ^"»^^ 
therefore Tithe is not paid of Land, nor by reafon ^^jf^^^ 
of the Land, nor is it a Charge upon Land, like^/^^j^^^,. 
ja Rent-Charge, nor was it ever fo claimed, till 
of late, dut the Popfi Covers were not broad 
•enough. 

Obje£l. But fome objeft and fay. When I bought 
my Land, 1 bought not the Tithe, nor paid any Thing 
for it. 

Anfw. I anfwer. That I and all Men bought 
all our Land, and that without any Charge of 
Tithe upon it ; and therefore in all Conveyances 

E 3 Its 
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it*i5 ftjll ftid, M tbdt^ &t. and neve^,any Gbv^n^witr 
for, or Exemption of a terith Part^ eRher of Land 
Orlncreafe; and to him that feith, tht StUisr^ br 
bis Jhceftor^ charged it ivifh Tithes ^ as a R^t^ I fey^ 
where ^ Rent is charged, it is ftill cxprefled ; and 
fiiid any fuch Exemption or Cb^t^ntnt, and i. Wil| 
freely J)ay thchi ^ a juft PeBt. Ahd is it ftbt? rldi^ 
Culoui for Any to talk of pui^chafing his Tithe I 
For with his Labour, Charge aiid Husbandry / h^ 
|jays dear enough for his whole Inci-cafc, 

Obj. Ariothcl- objeftSi Ybai though I hugbl all' 
fny Landry el I bough it, cheaper^ (becaufiitpasjbf^ 
pojed^ thai it ought to pay tithes) than I c^ld have 
pougbtfutb Land as was known io be fithe-free -, anU 
'therefore ba'Oing a cbea,per Bargain^ I^iH bfund ih 
£^uity to pay Tithes, (e) 

Anf. 1 ati'ft^er, that I have already proved all 
Land is Tithe-free, and the Ghafge of Tithe 7s -^ 

uJ)on 

ie) A\ B. Let the Reader confiacr, What it is the Punb^ 
fir httjfs, and rvht h is Tiibes ar'e demanded of. The J^Ufcha;? 
fer buys the Landy and that he bliys intf re. No Tlthe-tund, 
no teiith Acre, \s ever excepted exprcfly or imp!rcidy •; b\k 
fee buys the wtiok Ficid or Ferm^ the temb Part as wcil «s 
the nine. . But in this Pujixhafe he buys the Land, fiot the** 
Profits or increafe, which by Husbandry and manuring raay ^ 
arife Upon the La^d in Time to come ; fdr th^y ate tin- 
' ricertain, and the Seller who rnakes him an Aflfarjtftce of t\it 
Land^ will not trnc^rtake to iiflare h'm a future ifincreaft ajnil 
. Profit from the Land \ nor were it reafonable to expe£l l^ 
•\Vhen therefore he has this Land, if he wiU have Prdfit and 
Increafe from it, he muft purchafe th^i after another l^an- 
^er. tte pays for ^at, (and many litaes dear cnoirgli to<5) 
by the Labour and Charge he beftows in Tilling, DtcSatgf 
find Mkntiring it^ . And if in this Senfe^ Viniiy be £lid to 

furchafe th^ nine Pares of the Crop or Increafe, in the farme 
. enfe he purchafeth the tenth Part aJfp, for he beftows h?s 
Charge ttnd 5^aiHs on all alike ja-nd the teiith *Pto Ran** h4m 
' ift 93 much as ^ny ope pf thelNio^. Thus then tjic Buye^ 

- ^4 
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jQpQn the Stock and pei:fon3j Eft^te, and" licit upon 
the Land. And the Strength of this CfeJc<ftioA 
jies, in (:omparing thofe that pay Tithes with thofe 
<hat ^re free \ thi^y that buy L^nds Tithc-freie, are 
cafed of this Opprfflion^ apd ^re in no JHlaSiard \ 
and though all others oqghi; tp be fo* yet jt being a 
Queftiop, whethjcr they caji e^fe thcihfdves'orthe 
Burden,* they buy under an Hazard, and as. fofe^ . 
jeft to fuch a Charge ; • but if they can* caft off th* 
Yolge, they giet but what i? their pwn : And feeing 
W£ have denied the Pope's Aythprity and Suprc- 
rtiacy, we may fo fooq as we can^ wholly eaft off the 
Burdens which he laid on us. And thus, he that 
buys Lands in the Years of Trouble and heavy 
Taxes, may perhaps buy much cheaper than 
when nonje, or little, is paid ; Shall he therefore 
always be required to pay Taxes when ethers are 
idifcharged ? Or fliali he that bought cheap Penny- 
worths on the Borders between England and Scoi- 
land^ when thofe Parts )vcrc infefted with MoJJe- 

E 4 ^ Tr^opersj 

firft p^^b?^t^ the tfmd,^nd aftetwarxl thj» Acwpier^fie- 
llu?r OwiKtjr s)f Tepjnt, purchafeth the Crof* The one buys 
the Land by laying down fo much Money, the other obtains 
the Crop, by oeftowing (q much Charge, aod (b- much ia- 
bokr, &4, AM AS m tbe Pujchaie^f tlv^ ]Laa4$? the J^uyf r 
d#jh.ji$ r<e9% buy <he uv$b Acre^ or tenth P^r|: of the Ij^^nds, 
as the Ninth or any other Par; of the Nine ;,fo in t4)^ Pur- 
chafe of the Crop, d\e pccapier doth asreaflypuricbafe the 
lentb Part of the Profits afid Incrpajle, a«hedofih the Nifilii, 
or any ojther Part of the Nip^; and i^ftcr^he fame A^nii^r, 
be l»f s |)k Djuug €|a*4^ dUke^ ,he (o.ws his ."See^d on jll atite. ^e 
plows 4ff «W«y Jipieftows Pa ijis and Ch^i"ge, and excKifes 
his Skin and Care equ(^lfy jonatl. Thus It appears, that fUhts 
arjs reaSy punbafed by them, •by WhoitmhenioePajcts areipar- 
diared,and do xea^tiy belong tp theo), tp )9^i^ t^j^ifie Parts 
do belopg ; whether Tithes be undcrftood or Lands or of 
Profits. If Af Landst Xhff Piwricharer doth as really buy the 
Tenth Mr c^ as any of tljeNine, apd eivesas much' for It. tf 
of Profits, the temb Sheaf\ or temb rari #f'th« CtQi^ doth 
coft the Occupier as much to the fttM, aii ai^ .oAer jpf Ih9 
nine Parts. 
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U^roofierSf always maintain, or pay Tribute tq 
Thieves and Robbers ? We bought Land when the 
Pojpe's Yoke was ujx)n our Necks, and if we caft 
it from u$, we may, by as good Reafpn, be eafed 
pf our Tithes, as they of their Taxes. Btit if I 
t)otight cheaper, what is that to the State, or to a 
Prieft ? if in Equity t be bound to pay any more^ 
it is moft juft, that he have it of yflpm 1 bought 
my Land, ^d not another. 

There arp others who plea^ a legal Right hj^ 
Prefcription^ and that ikey have a good Rigbf, be- 
faufe they have fo long foffejfed them. 

This was the old Device, firft to preach that 
Tithes were due, and theh to limit them to the 
Pariflies, and ybcn forty Years were paft, to claim 
them as a Pebt, which before ^s^ paid as Charity, 
or at moft a^ a Ffcp-will Offering pf tjie Ownef . 
And thu? the Pope got JFirft- fruits and Ten^hf, 
and Peter-pence, and many (f) great Sums out of 
this and other Nations, which long continued ; - and 
he might as well have pleaded his Prefcription, as 
^ny ot his Branches noyr can do. Is any fo blind, 
as not to fee what poor Shifts are now made, to up- 
hold fo great an Dppreffion, which can find no 
better Ground for its Support than this, that it bath 
leen fo long continued ? But (hall the Continuance of 
an Oppreffion give Right to perpetuate the Grie* 
vance r How many gre^t and heavy Preffures, in 
other Things, did long lie on this Nation, of 
Cuftoms and Practices of former Times, which 
, jdaily were, and ftill have been abolifhed, as Lig^t 
did more and more increafe ? Witnefs thofe many 
Laws an4 Statutes made, and m)w in force, abc^ 

. ' ' lifliing 

(f) Jn temp. H. 3. the Pope bui above 1200C0/. per Ammw^ 
out of ibis NftiQm Vfj^Ub tms ike^ more worth than the Ki^^i 
kcvenue^ >-..-. 
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lilhing the Ufages and Cuftoms of former Ag« ; 
but yet this is a great Miftake, for by the Commen- 
Law (and the old Popijh Ecclefiafiick-Law is out of 
poors) no Man can prefcribe to have Tithes, tho* 
many pay prefcribe to be free from Tidies, or 
Parr thereof -, for he that claims Tithes, (except 
Impropriators, to whom I |hal| fpeak hereafter) 
muft claim them as a Parfon, Vicar, or other 
called Ecclefiaftick Officer, and, (as I have hinted 
before) he claims them not as fuch a Perlbn, but as 
fuch an Officer, and the Prefcripdon (if any were) 
IS to his Office. Now if no fuch Office be in Be- 
ing, his Claim is at an End : That there is now no 
&ch Office, 13 plain ; for when H. the 8th renounced 
the Pope, he was declared by Aft of Parliament 
(which was affented to by all the Clergy in their 
Convention) to be the Head of the Church ; and 
all Archbifhops, Bilhops, and all others in Ec- 
clefiaflical Orders, were no longer to hold of the 
Pope, but of the King, and not to claim their 
Benefices by Tide from the Pope, but of the King, 
by Virtue of that Aft of Parliament. And here 
tl^e Succcffion from the Pope was cut off, and dif- 
continued ; and the King by his new Authority, a$ 
Head of the Church, made Bilhops, and gave them 
Power to make Parfons, Vicars, and others called 
Ecclefiaftick Officers. Afterwards, as the King 
renounced the Pope, fo the Parliament of England 
laid afide Kings, who had afiumed the Title and 
Stile of Head of the Church, and alfo abolilhed 
' Archbiftiops* ^nd Bilhops, and all their Depen- 
dencies, Root and Branch : And here the whole 
Ecclefiaftick State >yas diffolvedj and the Body fell 
with the Head, and the Branches with the Root ; 
both Parfons, Vicars and Curates, and all the 
whole* Progeny and Off-fpring, and fo all their 
si^ight. Title and Claim to Tithes, was and is at 
^ ;^nd, as is more plainly, and more fully, fet 

' ' ' forth 
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forth in a late printed Paper, by Jer. ^enfon^ t» 
which I refer. 

And now I come to the lalit, ihofe that claim 
by Puf chafe, and tbeje are the Impropriators j and 
ibey fay they have t ought them of the State, and have 
paid great Sums if Mokiy for . tbem^ and many of 
ihem have no other \SubJiJlence. . 

To thefe 1 anfwcr. That I have Ihcwed before, 
that in the Root all Tithe is alike, whether it be 
now claimed by a Prieft or an Impropriator, and 
both muft fall together* And feeing tliofe that 
fcld them bad no ggood Title, neither can theirs be 
made gpod which is derived bom thein. But feer 
ing it was the State that fold thcm^ and . that ^ 
whole Nation had the Benefit of their Moneys, it 
is ecjual and juft, when they cannot have what i3 
fold, that thck Moneys be repaid ; to which Poii^t 
J fball ipeak itiore fully hereafter, in Anfwer to an 
Obioftiofi which I meet with in my Way^ heedfipl 
to be refolved ' . 

And thu3 I have briefly gone over the whole 
Matter, and heard what every one can iayj, an4 
have returned them Anfwers, by which it doth 
plainly appear, that no Man at this Day can claim 
Tithe of another, either by Divine ix Human Rigl^ ; 
and that Tithes are neither due bv the e^preis Law 
of Grod, nor by the Equity of tnat Law, nor by 
the Decrees of the Church) nor Grants of Kin| 
nor Laws of Parliaments, nor Gifts of the^ Peop] 
nor Prcfcription of the Poffeflbrs, nor tlie Purcnafc 
of Impropriators. 

It now only remains^ that I anfwer ibme general 
Objedbions, which I fhall do in as much Brevity aa 
I'can^ aad ib leave the whole to the Reader. 
The Firft is "made by the State. 
IThe Second by Impropriators. 
And the Third by Ptfrj/&-iliwi?^r J. •' 

And 
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* And all ihefc together objeft and fey. That ihd 
ii fheuld be granted^ that the Right of Tithes cannoi 
be ftfliv^d^ yet if it be fmnd^ that takifig them away 
ttrili bmg great Lofs te the publiek Revenue^ tnu^b 
DatMa^e^ if not Ruin^ to many particular PerJ^ns and 
FalnHusy and gnat Hazard of bringing Coitfttjkm t9 
fbe Nation f by fucb a great jtHteratton^ after p Ung 
a Settlement y and endanger the very publick Pr'ofeffion 
iof Re^im^ by Pakir^ away Mimfters Maintenance^ 
and confequenfly Min^ry itfelf •, it is not Prudence for 
fa^itfyb^ Jbine^ to bring fo many and great hcmve-r 

ftiencm ufoH tbe-NoHon. 

Thfefe Otgeftiohs plead hot for the lilght of 
Tithes, btiit agaihft the removing oF them, to pre- 
vent Inconvenience ; and if the x)ne be granted,, 
that Tithes Are an innovated Popijh Exaftion and • 
ppprtffioh ;' at^d neithtr due by Law rf God or 
Man^ fi^h Confiderations a^ theie ought not to ob- - 
ftruft <ht Removal of fo heavy a Grievance and 
Opprftffion, but that which is j^p: otight to be doiie^ 
Vrhich is a general Good to the whole Body, and 
allBoft e^ery individual Mtembef ; ^hd then fiick 
iParts as are found grieved, may be afterwards feafed 
and rdfeved ; and chough aH thefe fhoiild in feme 
meaftnti fufitt^ it were but jtft, feeing theit Com- * * 
pliance with the Oppreffor, hath brought fuch a 
jgenepfel Vbkc^nd fturdca upc^ tfhc t^hfele 6ody, and 
tiow they art bccxyme the Ofely Qbftrudions of rfie 
genei*a3 Eafemeht ^d puMick FVe6doi». 

And yet a: few Words I Ih^ anfwer to-w^iy 
lttie, athd Stft to tbc ^ftrff , ' which coaHpltonfi >cf ^ 
great Ldfe by tekii^away Pirft-fmfts Sm f enths, 
Which ar^ paid 'dut ^ Tithes. 

Wheh the Pe^ hdA aiftWilhfcd the Payrtnttnt of Jerom in 
Tithes, and fet up k n*W HfcraK:hy, afttf Ae ^^^' '^ 
Pitterti of the Jewifh P^ieAhood, he took wpfaft fcirta- ^^ '"* * ' 
1b}f to be Succ^ibr ^ ^he ^ewi/b High-ftiefti *ftd 

* ' flainie4 
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claimed Tenths from all \j\s inferior Priefts, jure 
dvuino ; and in Proccfs of Time he got tp himfelf, 
by the like Colour, Firft-f ruits alfo ; and though it 
was long e'er he brought his Work to pafs m Esg-' 
land^ yet at laft it was efFedted : You may by thefe, 
following Inftances know, hovv much Q\a,EjigbJh 
Nation ftrugglcd againft them. 

ft Ed,^ . ^^ ^^^S fP^^^d H. P. * the Pope's JN'unchj. t^. 

;. Rol. eolle£f Ftrjl-ffuitf. 

Ckttf.M. q})g Pot?s ColleSior was willed no knger to gather 

the FirJi'jruitSj it being a very J^fivelty^, and ng Per^ 

fon was any longer to pay tbem. 
4Par.iRi. q;be Cotnmons petition^ that Provifton may ie made 
*.Nu. 66. ^g-^iwj^ the Pope's Colkiiorsfor levying of Fir}- fruits. 
Rol. Pari. , ^b^ King in Parliament (infwfirs^ Jkerp Jhall be 
4* R- a* granted a Prohibilipn in all fucb Cafesy %vhere, the 
Niu 50. pope''^ Cqlle£lors (hall attempt any fuch Novelties 
Rol. Pari. Vpon Compl^ipt made by the Commons in Par^ia- 
<. R. 2. ment^ the King wUleth that Prohibitions be granted ^* 
Nu. JO. /^^ Pope's ColleSlprs^ for receiving of Ftrfi-fruits. 
6. H. 4. FtrJi-fruitSi by Arcbbi/hops and Bijhops to th^ 

Pope^ were termed an horrible Mifcbief^ and dam^ 

noble Ctiftom. 
Rol. Pari. qT)e Pope's Collcolors were required from tb^ncefortk 
{► H. 4. ^^^ ^Q i^y any Money within the Reqlm^forFtrft-jruit^ 

The Pope thus claiming Firft-fruits and T^nthjB 
as annexed to his Chair, SucceiTor to !:he Je^flf 
High-Prieft, and Head of the Church, continued tp 
cplled them, till //. the $th» difcontented with the 
Pope» ' though himfelf wa$ a Papi^^ renounced! th^ 
Pope's Supremacy, and aiTumes it to himielf \ and 
by Aft of Parliament in the 2^ A Year of his Reigp, 
got Firft-fruits and Tenths annexed to his Crown, 
as Head of the Church ; and fo himfelf became 
worfe than the Pope, taking the Wages, but not 
doing the Pope's Work : And that which before 

by 
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\i^ Pariiamcnts, in the Height of Popery^ was dc- 
tlared as a damnable Caftom, was now^ in the Be* 
ginning of Reformation, made a Fbiindation-Stone 
to fupport the Greatnefs of the new pade Head. 

Afterwards, Queen Mary^ not daring to afllnne 
the Headfhip of the Churchy did relinquiih, and 
by Ad of Parliament, wholly took away Firft- 
fruits and Tenths, ihe doing no Work to delerve 
fuch Wages. . And what a Shame is this to otir 
Nation^ and our great Profeffions, after io long 
Talk of Reformation, now to plead for fuch Wagei 
of Unrighteoufnefs, firft exafted by the Pope, and 
then by fuch t& ailUmed to themfelves the Stile of 
Head of the Church, who upon that very Accoimt 
had them annexed to the Crown ? And fhall we 
now^ who jM^ctend to have'caft ofF the Pope, and 
left the Headfhip of the Church to Cbrift^ (worfe- 
like than Queen Mary) uphold fuch wicked Op- 
preffions, which are the Ground of a great Part of 
good Mens Sufferings for Tithes this Day ? Fcwr 
the Pretence of paying Tenths is the Ground of 
the many Suits for Tithes in the Exchequer^ where • 
otherwife by Law they could not, nor ought to be 
recovered. And as to the publick Revenue j I am 
informed they ad4 not much thereunto, but all, 
or a great. Part of them, are given in Augmenta- 
tions to Pricfts, who, no doubt, will receive them 
without Scruple ; though I know, many of them, 
not long fince, did 'complain againft them as a 
Popijlb Oppreffion. But take away Tithes, and 
there are as many Glebe Lands will fall to the Staie^ 
as will fully make up that Lofs, which they may as 
well take away, as their Predeceflbrs did the Reve* 
nucs of Abbeys and Monafteries -, and when the 
People are eafed of Tithes, they will be better able, 
and more willing, to enlarge the publick Treafury, . 
if it be found wanting. 

But 
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But it's ho{)ed^ our SiaU >mim loofcs at fti^ 
Fi^cdom Qf the Peopk, than the increafe of the 
Kevemie ; feeing fo lately they took aw^y the PrcH 
fits of the Court of Wkrdjy which was a much bet- 
ter and ^eater Inoon^e, and gi^tod m«ny great 

. Men. fuch Freedom ior nothings as they could nei- 
ther in Right. claim, nor in Reafon expe^, withquc 
a very great SufV), <tiieir Eftate» bdng ^ven eo chem 

* to hdd by fuch Services ; and fuwly, th^y will not! ^ 
deny the poorer Sort oi People their own and ^iear 

' bought Increafe* 

Secondly, To Tmprspriajt^s^ and fucb as bavi fMf*^ 

And to theie I fay, though it be a general Rule^ 
Caveat Emptor y yet feeing the Ignprance of former 

> Days . (but peeping out of P^/vry) did take irfof 
granted (both Buyer and 3dler) that the Ticle wsgs 
good ; and fince the Purcha^-s did pay great Sum^ 
of Money for thiem to the Sfate^ which went to the ^ 
hearing and defraying the publick Charge of the 
Nation, it is juft, that they have a niQderate Price 
for them, with which I believe moft (if not al!) t£ 
rhem^ would be well pieafed and concetit ^ only in 
the Eftimate of th^t Rate, they mud confider, that ^ 
they have bought no n^ore; but what the Abbey^ 
Monaftery, or other difl^ved Hoqfe had ; and 
thefe Houfes, out of the}r applropriate Tithes^ were 
CO find a lufHcient Priefl: or Curate, C&nontjc^Hy 
inftituted, which was to have AllovraAOe at the Dif- 
cretion oi the Bilhop of the Dloce6, and alfe a 
convenient Portion of the Tithe was tobefet apart ^ . 
for the Yearly Maint^nnce of the Poor: of the I 
Parish for ever, as is pcbvidcd by divers A^ (rf 

. Parliament. And alter the I^flblution and Sale ol 
Tithes, the like Charge was, and ou^t to be cor- 
tinucd upon them, as at large is proved in a 

Treatife 
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tVoatffe^ called ^ poor yicar*s Pka ; and let bue \ 
fueh Pufchafers look to their original Grants^, and 
ch^ ifaall find, that the Yearly Value wafi but little^ 
and the Rate fmall after which they paid £:ir them ; 
and in regard of the Charges and Hazards upon 
dliem, they were feldom, or never, efteenned iDore 
worth than cen Years Purchafe, and diat Rate^ ac 
an itidifitcent Yearly Vaiue^ may well be atrdepted 
for them, . / < 

This Anfwer will pleafe the Improprfatof wdl^ 
who hath not been widiout his Fears to lofe his 
Tithes^ and get little or nothing for them -, and i€ 
tarmot much di^leafe odiert^ becaufe it is equal 
divd jirfl, thatfcebig he caqnot have what is bougbr^ 
he have his Money returned without Lofs^ ^ 

But the great Difiiculty feemeeh the raifing of fo 
gt^at a Sum of Money, and who (kail pay it ? 
For firft, there are many who plead, OfirLiHdi atK 
wholly TMbe-free : Others lay, we pay a Rate^ or 
fm^ Prefcfiption-Rmt, or have a moduis decimandi, 
Md i)ttr Tube is very. /mail y tbotcgb 4ur Lands be ^ 
^9d Vake. Others fiiy, H^e have e^vm^ our 
Lands mtoTafiures^ aitd fay iHtle ^he \ andtbere^ 
fore is jfeems not ejuaJy thai n^ Jh^/uld pay as fmcb 
as tbofey wbofe Lands confift tf tillage^ wbofe Jtthe$ 
are open as mucb wortb as tbe Land. 
-- lanfiaotr^ That the mfir^ of diis Sifin^ is noC 
to fellow the Rate ctf* Tkhe» nor hath it any re- 
lation CO Tithe ; for if it had,. many would a^ juftiy 
Coruple the Fayisieiic of any Thing towards k^ a^ 
they do the Payment of Tithes; fcut t{ie Cale mud 
be dms <3onfitkr^d : At the Diflbiution, Tithes of 
Abbeys, Monafteries, (^c. were taken into the 
Hand of the Staie^ they fold thttii, aind tite Money; 
raifed, went to the ddraying' and carrying <m} tt^ 
great Oharge then upon the Kition, ad it was of 
Jaie m our Days, wtien Tithe-fewits were fold > 
and at that Day^ dicrc were Wars with Frantt 
'< and 
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and Scotland^ and many great Exigences of Stafei of 
the Statutes for the Grbund of the DifTolution (hew : 
And in the Service and Ufe of thcfe Moneys, the 
whole Nation, and every Man therein, had his 
Share, and fo far as thofe Moneys went, the People 
were fpared, as the Cafe was with us of late v and 
fo he that had Land Tithe-free, and he that paid 
^ only a fmall Rate for Tithes, and he that had Paf- 
tures and no Tillage, all thefe fhared in the Sum, 
yea, and the very Impropriator himfelf, and not 
according to the Proportion of Tithing, but accord- 
ing to the Value of their Eftates in Lands or Goods^ 
by which they had been otherwife chargeable : And 
fo the Impropriator depofiting fo much Money 
upon a Pledge, the one being reauired, the othei^ 
muft be returned, and by a general Tax it muft be 
i*aifed, whercini every one muft bear his Proportion* 
the very Impropriator himfelf. 

But then in comes he that bought the Lands of 
Abbeys, i^c. which, he faith. The Pope bad made 
Tube-'free^ and that wben be bought bis Landj be alfo 
paid for the Tttbcy and jo be muft either he freed 
from paying to the ImpropriafoTi or muft have bis 
Money returned as well as be. 

. ' • • * 

/ atifwer^ Though there arc many fuch Pur- 
chafersx, yet I believe, to the freeing the Nation 
from this great and long continued Oppreffion, 
they, or moft part of them, would be content to 
contribute without any fuch Demand. But if any 
ftand upon it^ let him fhew what be paid for bis 
Tithe; and he Ihall have.it, which ^as not a Penny ; 
for, fearch the Court of Augmentations, and it will 
will be found, that there was not in the Value of 
Land, the leaft Difference made between Tithe- 
free, and that which paid Tithes •, as there was not 
of late, in the Sale of Bifhops^ and Dean and 

Chapters 



^ fie. Gha^ Cafe of Tithes, ^] %^ 

>€haptei^Laiids, nuny 'of which alfo were ais much 
'Tkhe-frefe ; atid fo if they bought Ltod Tithe-free^ 
iis cheap a$ if they h^ paid Tithes ; they have had 
Profit enough, and may now well afibrd to pay 
with their Neighboiffs. ' ' ' ' 

Thirdly t To Parifi) Mtftiji&s. 

And With thefe I dfclire a little to elstpoftulate the 
Matter, firft, as touching the End (f their fVbrk 5 
and fccondly, as to the ^ay of their Maintenanci. 
-Their Wot^k, as they pretend^ is to preJieh the 
Gofpel, and to propagate Religion. Now! would 
•afk themi why they fiiffer (not only fo.many Vil- 
lages, Country-Towns, and Parilhes, but) even 
great and populous Cities and Market-Towns^ and 
whole Corners of Cpunmes, to lie deftitute, who 
never could get any* other Minifter, than a poor , 
"Vicar or Reading Curate \ they will prefently an- 
fwer me, there is no Maintenance^ and wUhoiit that 
they cannot Ivoe. If I alk them farther, why therfe 
is no Maintenance ? They will tell me,' It is either 
-a City or Market-Town, to which there belongs 
' no Land, and fo no Tithes % or it is an Impropria- 
pon, and pays only a fmali Stipend ; or the Lands 
are Tithe- fr^ or claim Cuftoms and Prelcriptions, 
-and only pay fmall Rates for Tithes ; or otherwife 
the People have converted their arable Lands into 
Paftures, and their Tithe is of fmall Value,* and 
will not afibrd a Maintenance, I would yet afk 
them again. Is not a third Part of the Natk>n in 
this Condition ? And muft they i^ever have an able 
Minifter ? Have tibey no Share in your Gofpel, b6- ^ 
caufe they have no MaintetKuice ? Are none of ydu 
called to fiich Places ? Or hath Cbrtfi no Seed of 
Eleftion amon^ Aem ? If this be not your Doc* 
trine, yet your Praftice preacheth it. And if you 
were really for fpreading your Gofpel, and cn- 
r .. F larging 
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And fccondly, as to their Jghskfmbk^e^-h: thiw 

any Indifferency, Equality, Proportion or Jufticc, 

in their pre(<^vW^i(>f .'RtkiifigfOnt Man pleads ' 

he ii to pay nothing to a Minifter, becaufe the Pope 

, chath :g|iv^^in^ ]Wfpe»fwtort, bijti tB^di *ib iLand 

TitU*fKpe^ * V^!)otl>cr Mtrt iftitb, be, taith.a ;R«- 

Icjiptim ^sp p^y but a i^^y (k may ibej^^ the 

"V^^ of a ^i^in^. . An^dier fakb,. :he luith cotf- 

;verced hi^ lm<k ifltQ .P^^ti^, luid SwtKby his 

il^igce i^ i^rder^ k. t^jitJttk is^m fpr- Tithea. 

^Awtber fyiri^ i^si dwel^U m ^ City or Midrk^-Towii, 

jand batb noi^gi^d;, tho' if's t^e he gains mone by 

,Tnide, thw ^en poor Cowwy-mfl} mt pay Tkhos,^ 

4qi by; their. I>i»fe, Aoother fjiith^ ho pays Tidae 

to an Iif}pr<^pri9ioc, und he cannoc alTord )t^ f)aiy 

vbo^h him r^ad a Mmifter. h ikia your tqna4 Way 

4)f Maintenance, ' fo long upheld and plcai^ tor i 

And have y<Hi not a more fightcom Ruk if Tbe 

^JK^ich generaiily p^y Jictle^ md the poor Huffaand- 

,mm bean ^che ;B«f^ih ^ven be t&ic £ipplka die 

Nation ^kb tjhe SMT of fir^d; ii^ is notwitfa- 

ihodii^iat (np^ Qak3^ in bis'H^ 

cither i ^ put^the Tithe of ifucih Country Pa- 

,i^i&es of STillag^ gevftmiiy gimit StstM, are psid 

f^otf- Augmentatiptn, fjo KM^ mi Markc^Towne, 

«Kheh die Inbobit^t?, ^ IrtMe. fitf gutter. Qiins 

by Trading,; go fy^, . |?or ShMie^ at Jcngth ibl- 

low the E^fafRp^ ^ your neigMH>firin(g Sk&rimad 

.C2mrche% ^^brow «way Tidies «« an DBKdldc 

of Pcpsr^ ^ qo losig^ hah between t«ra» and 

betake yo^ju^felv^. to « Wor^ ^M^Miike. Way of 

M^ntenance ; for light .miK ikradui iiDttfa^ and 

Pj^nces willnQlonggf'Covcr. • 

. I • » • • 



le*^ Ul^ yw wiU ajjfvi^', ^^ c^^ the frnjfnt 
Way ^ I4m^emnc4 py f//Vx i^ wry: wq|w), w- 
^<fy} il^ lobplj^ Nafi(^ 4oul4 hi^ brou^t fofifii 4U fb^ 
Qafiji^s m4 Pr-^criffmh ^ P^ ^i^he in Kind ; 

^n^^ iHif ^t v^ll npyar bfijmf an4 ^cr(f^n a^s 

f^t i^efkr Wa^ ^m^ ^ frmdai : ^ jhevo m% 
imp w ifm i^w a <pn^ori4^k (^n^ ^^^^ AUuHt- 
n<mc(fii apimrt % ihe. Q^f^U ^ We JkM W 
iffilliffgly ^t Jjb0 oHi^ ^ ^mbrfic^ ibe fth^r, _\ 



Tp iliB i ^nftwr, Tim t^fiie i^ a W#f, 

9S it wpuW <)ft4WiA *e N#iwi upti© ^ fiire FjpuQ- 

dacwQ ef true FfiflC5hH» (^ to tfee /Qoafrfenjcf) 

^^vifiLg ^Qffm^t «) ^1 ftpaf^te^ €lPt«fiegpoartt, 

. So^iejti^s ^4 Fi^rftw i S» y|rp^ld it y^gpfi j|h* Siwe 

,Bafi$ of l^ljerty, j^qW iorth ItnU $ftii^^^<»^ jip ^1 

, People ^f il^ NatioBi both a$ <p Aftiiftty anci 

, Maiftt^iMinpej, ^lid wo»Wi¥.«B ^eq«aiWii ito^fcwy 

4)i(ip^ 93 ftte Sajlting .away Ti<hs$. ft3l 1 1^^ ftW 

iBoov^h at oi^ce^ anid ^^n this |s # Itttk ^'SK^^y 

ijhe Qsb^ will ije mwe ^t to k^ fcc^pio^d* . , A 

or Jl.ofe t» th^ iNftrion, btr taking. 4iway T^ea, 
.1 wouW ^y a liKW Wqfd$ : Do few tec^t »iho i»i- 
.^DQftWpry Cpw^ry-ToFli;, gnjj itlw^^Jl yp^ fir^d 
Debate, Strife and Variance j either Between Man 
ftod M«> Pr bewsw Pariftn* twd th^r Mirifeers, 
^i^ RliQUt X«bc itM, t^ic <^antity^ or i^ fee- 
ting it out \ look into Courts, . ^ ,thci^ y W iftiftll 
find Suit upon Suit \ and at Ailizes, and before 
Juftices of Peace, Multitudes of Trials and Judg- 
ments about them : Look into Prifons, and there 
you Ihall find not a }ew retrained, and lying under 
great OppreflTionSi becauie they cannot pay them : 
And thefe Suits and Troublqs are daily increafing, 

F 2 an4 
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and the Number of thofe that will Hot pay thcrn^ 
and thefe are no itnaH Confufidns in our State \ idt 
it is evident, there are ipore* Suits, and Strife,- and 
Difference about Tithes, than any one Thing what- 
focver in the Nation ; and how foon might ail thefe 
be ended, and every dne fatisfied, hy iaJAng away 
Tithes ? And then do but look upon the many 
Moors, Coftimons and Waftcs, in the Nation-^ 
atiwunting to a full third Part of the wholes as hath 
been computed, to the many great Failures and 
Meadows decayed for want of Tillage^ to the 
many Countries which are turned into Pttores and 
Meadows, becaufe of the great Charge of Tillage, 
Hufcandry, ' and • the unrealoHable Payraerft of a 
qlear tenth Part, which in moft Places is half the 
Profit ; and it will be found, nothing does fo much 
hinder the Improvement of the Nation, which 
would eafe the publick Burdens, and would foon 
be of mere Advantage than Firfl-fruits and Tenths* 
Nothing fb much hinders Tillage, which often puts 
the , Nation upon Hazard of Ruin, and forceth us 
to fcpk Bread out of other Countries at immoderate 

* — 

Rates ; whenas this Nation is generally fo fit for 
Corn, that it might be as a rich Granary, not only 
for our own Supply, but "Relief of our Neighbours 
when they want, I tmght fay' a great deal more 
upon this Subgeft, but much to this Purpofe hath 
been faid by others^ and therefore I ihall conclude. 

And let Ho MdH henceforth think it Jirange^ * thai 
any Ihould rcfufe to pay Tithes ; but rather wonder^ 
that iny will do it^ 
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i ript H E o>nIy Command from God, that w« 

* X- r^d ^^ i^ Holy Scripture, for the Pay* 

* mcnt of Tithes, was giv^n by Mojes^ tso the 
f People of jj/^^^/, in the Time of the Levitkal 

* Law. Then God firftreferved to hirftfelf the Tithe 
f of the Land of Canaany LjCV. xxvii. 30. which he 
« did for this reafon, that, intending ^o take the 

* Tribe Of Levi more pecjulis^rly intd his Service (as 
f he did, 7y//;/ii. iii. 6. fn^ead qf , or ia E^cchahge 
V for all the Firft-bom odfrael^ Ver, 12, 13, and 
f 45. and Chap. viii. Ver^iS.. Having bcfiwe re- 

* lerved and appropriated the Firfl-bom to himfelf, 
t Exod. xiii, 2.) he migkt beftow thofe Tithes on 
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^ the X^7/f J, -for and towards the Maintenance .of 
« that wKote Tf ibe, a§ a Ravard for tfi^ Service 

* in the Tabernacle ofthq Congregation, Numb/ 

* xviii. 21, 31/ and in lieu of, and Coiiipenfation 

* fcc:^' Ihet^ Pg't fr SR^rr of ^tf im jhe l|nd (^ 
^ >G0Jttf^//^ 'vvhkb.thereKpta thiy-were^expreily gUC^ 
5^fffrom, Ven 20, 2^, 24. 

^ ciple of moral Juftice and Equity, that the Le* 
^ viks, thus engaged irf a €(5ntinual Attendance on 
^ a publick-S^rvicft, jind i^t out Jron»- ^eir 3h^e 
^ in tie Inhrritanqe of the^ pf-omUifd Ltoti, fkould 

* receive a fufficient Maintenance from them for 
^ whom they performed thai Service, and who en* 

. * jpy^d their Part of the Land : ^^Yet the afcertain- 

* iig of th^^ota ftf |hat Maiatdnance 16 the c&aifp 
^r Proportlaii of a tintJi. Part of the Incfcafe of tfec 
^ Land, was not grounded on moral JufticQ, but 

* had ,i5 EJfependancf ojarthe Cfrehioni^l 'Xaw, 

* adapted and limited to the Polity of that DiC- 

I- nrnifitinn nnd P^>^«^1^ ^^r^l^ a *^A t\\it \t^ nrtifrk^ 

* net ^ ^]|^t6«ded beyond its ap{)ointcd '^is^e, and 
**D6unds, It pleafed the Divine Wifdom, to fubjeft 

f ' it TO ftirft"'Cercni6fit5t Cfrcumftances, as phinly 

* rank it amongft thofe carnal Ordinances (Rites or 
f C^eifiQi^!^) wMcli wttt iffip^fed }^uiU4BeTmi 

* ^ Riprfhatm^ fpdfcen of if7<f^. ik, la t^ a$ 

* Go* ap^tpd the Lmies to he c^fibrfed Ibr i 
IF ff^^^'^C^mf^ b^ Mofis^ in the Name and on the 
« Behalf of lihe ChikireD ef Ifi^aet^^ wheti he faid td 

* Mifiss '"fbpu Jkdt hfkg fbe Levitcs i0 ihi tahr- 
^ fjo^k t)f iU C^fm^egaiim^ And ibou ^alt gather' 

* the ijsh6l0 •Afktmy ^ the P^dfen ef Ifr^l tBge- 
f tber % uf^mu jlhdi MHg ih^ Levites b^fm^e tb$ 

* Lord, ^ the ChHdnn of Ifrad jbM plit their 
f fhn^fUp^n the Lcvitcft: Jn^ A^^ftkiUefer 
'< (Hi fehfe Margin /iPtfwJ /*(f Lev^ites i^^/^tf the 
f iMi.f^r m Qfferh^ (fe the Mai^gfo lyMir 

r ^ '.— . Ofering) 
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* ^ecutfiibe Service fff tbt Loriy Ntitnb* vi& ^J 
^ ro^ I iv So dbe Tidbes, wIucK were alSgndd lot 
f idiQMakicemticeref i;he Lemies^ weie tobe fiHt 
^ daSeraife -b/ the PWplc, as an W<tK;e^0ffifHf^im6 
H. Jthe Lord, ffft? Tubes ef the Children of I^ttel; 
yiffUd? ',tbsf efferat mm Heave*OfMng tmfo*tbe 
h±/^ Ibofwr givenio^tbe Lcvkcs, ii&f;NttittK ' 
I jrorii. 24;) Am even. th6 Tithe of thde TkHesr, 

* which the LevUes were to yield unt?i> the Prtefts; 
^ wre to :be affiwrf bjr the Ee^mes^ as an Heave- 
*' O^ering w die LoJd, before the-'Priefh might 

* i^rv^ dian. ^m ^mk unto tie Levit^s^ (&d 
f Odd: to M^) .iBi;!? J j&ji unto thettt^ When j^- Wtt • 
5 ijf lA^ ekiUrenof Ifrael /A^* tJ(j5i w&M 1 *lt;* 
9 gmn ysu .pvm M>em fonymr Inimtunee 5 t^m^ye 
f finds, offtr upon Heaw43fferuig of it fonf/t^ LerJ"^ 

* ^rii ff tetab Fart i^ /sto flftft^. !i*ii /i&» yduf 
*^ Hei^e-OJiiv^ Jhail be reckdned unto yettf a^ thf 
^i it were tin Corn of t^e ^^e/ht^-fiodrj ; 8^. thui 
n yt dip JhaU effer am Utave^Ofd^g umtbeLerch, 
^ cfaBjokrTiAes^ '^ie^je reei^^ thuCMdiheh 
^ iP/ ffrad i And ^ Jhdl P^e thee^e ^ tbe U^s 
♦• J*wi5.C^i*y./a Aaron m iVr^, V^'/a^, 37; 
^..z&; . Thia tnaka^ it e«idM^ b«]f@t»d ^obthfg; 
f clurtfaigTkb<»wMch!t7^e giif«iiitfy ^e People 
^- to'tfcci^ifcvy abd by< the L^^jiw tb^ Priefts*, 
!^ iunddrthe- Lavr, ifissd tbtir EtepeiiiAdce m thft 
f Geresndfiial La^» ai$oc)iaf {^ieittlM^ kad 1 and 
.^ w^reito ftaod noi longer lAkn th^ LoW.and fihat 
f Pi&fthobd ftx^bd r Which wai by&fi|I ^i^nfr t^e^ 
'^^ and. by ebe O&riiig: of hiinf^l cimrd' for ft^^^^ 
^ had- put in End 10 ali the iNa^cm^^ OIR^ifagS 
'^'iflffiderthacLsM* •' , 
f •<* gaXhb tte AUdiAr of the Epiffite m^the Ifc^- 

ji^ 2}»'^£e?x4)idt» wi^'UfikkfifiaiAdy that -heripofttltely 
f declared, that the lA^rioA ^ F^ii^M^'bm^ 

* changed^ there was made of Necejftt'j a ChMge alfo 
C::C?i^ -• . 'F 4 'Of 
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9f tbrLdur^ (of itSat LaW* hf whidi that PHeftr 
hood and the Maintenance of it had ftood) Sec 
Heb. vii. j-2. And *tis alfo fcvidcnt irom^ Scrip- 
ture and primitiire Antiquity, that ndtiiet; the 
rApoftles themfelves, nor (forfome Ages, after 
them) any of the Cbriftiaus did meddle with/x)r 
at all concern themfelves. about Tidies.; IxitJet 
them totally fall^- as chey did the bdier al^iogated 
Part, viz. Offerings, &ff.:,and at the^Geremomal 

* 4* But after that the Myftcry of Iniquity, 
wl]ych in the Apoftjes Tirile began to work 
{z ^ff. ii. 7,)- had wrought to. that Degree 
amongjft fpme Cbriftiansi and had d|iawn them (b 
far from the Purity andSimf)licity of the Gofpel, 
ay to form: and model the Church in > many 
Tbif^, by and according to the Jewt/b Patterh 
amongft other Ceremonial Parts of the femijh 
Religion,^ which had. been aboliihed by 'the 
Coming and Death of Gbrifi^ Tithes were preach- 
ed up again (about the Lattcr^d of the fourth 
Century^ and Spinning of the fifth) by fdme, at 
firft, under the Notion of Alms and Charity (be- 
caufc Part of thic Tithes. under, the Ltvllkalhaiw 
were appointed for the Maintenance 6£ the Father^ 
lefs, the Widow, and €he Stranger, DiuL^Hv^ 
z8^ Z9.) and by others, as. then ftiU due by the 
A^ak Laiw, which had required them tobepaid 
to fhc JUvUktil Prieflhood. Which Plea after- 
wards (Corruptions increafmg in the Church, and 
in thp^ efpeoiaUy who were t^Jed the CbUr<b- 
ment or Clergy) more and more prtvailing, the 
Paytaent of Tithes was pe-intitodif^Mi, as diic by 
iS^tXevitical Laws, which had been given to 
^t Ifia^es of old. :AiStd.1}pon that Bottom 
Tithes haveitood, been claimed > and the^ Ciain) 
defended unto this Day. ; 
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^ Great Cafe cf Tithct,: SSc. j\ 

-rf 5. N<)ir, notoaly he that thus claims and rcr * 
^ ccives Tithes ; but he that confents tb^ audcom- 
? ' l>to wieh^ fuch Claitev by paying Tithes thus 
briKighit iQ,>ah4 thus claimed, doth thereby inv 
plickLy, and virtually {2^ kaft) deny : that C^&rj/I 
5 has puc all End to the Geremonial Uaw of Mojes^ 
i and confequently that he is come, and hathiuf^ 
f .feed in hsJFlcfh forf Mankind, And that this 
* may appear as plajn as i$ po0ible^:l.ihal| draw 
f the Matter into an A^meqt^ thus : 
; ^ To i^ol^ any Thing, as ftiU in Force, :^hich 

* was to be tal^en away, and ceafe at and by 
^ the Death of Chrifi;, is to deny tSmCbr^ n 
^ come, and hath ^)9ered in his Flelh ' for 

: • Maetkind. 

f But to rccfive, or My Tithes now,, is to uphold 
f, a.Thitig, as dill in Force, which^^vas: to be 
.^ t^ken away, and ^eafe at And 1^ .the Deadi 
f pf Chrifi : 

« Therefdreforeceive, or pay Tithes. *)w, js<t 

* <fcnyvthat Cbrift is qpme, ^d hath fUfiered 

f m his F1e(h for M^^^u^ 
f T}\gi. Major muft !tH? grafted, and the ^iwr I 
f lhusproVe« -,. 

« Whatfocy^ was fl:P^^r/ of . the Ccrmnonial 
^ Law of Mi>fejj was to be taken ;away> and 

* (D^fe at and by the I)eathx)f Cbrj/ti .r* * 

i But Tithes were ^ Part pf the Ceren^tooial I^w 

^ 6t:AA^s.i "' -''\ ' :■ :• . t" 

f Tbercfoi^e Tithes were tp be tak<in mayi .and 

< iowTe at-jyid by theDcath of Cbrifl ;• 
5 The Afi^V here again is lUiei^eptioOable t and 
f AeA^^f ii thus proved ; . ; 

« R^exy^Hfav^'Offering aQKing the Jews was 

f a Bfifif of the CpremppiaL Law of Mufes \ 
♦ But ']rit^ were zxi'hiavi-Offering among the 
f ' Jevs^ Numb. Xviii.? 24, 
^ f Thadbic 
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" « ftklHawr of Mi^i. ' ' ';.--!:'• 1.:/.. 

« & %rthft it app^&t-s^* ihat #k:)lMt Regard liad 

« of the Btthn to whonn t>r the Uie Ibr wWd^ 

f Tkheft4rl(pak], thftfNt^iOgd^TidhM (^ tM^la^. 

9' the rteei^wg them*) bcihg 4 jP<»rt k:# d^ i*iti^ 

* gated ^(DtttmofiialL^ M-^AftyS^^, i|n{K)risaI}ir- 
« '^/W of tiie Coming and Death ofiOb^/ * Hefece 
f it is^ ttlatJTiihd»:^v<e beeti^ ^d atie CO^noiOfily 
« called yinikbmfiiMr Aft^ ^tgakfi Chf ift; And hence 
/< hbrii,arifeii chat S^ii^'f<)KeD uied not oJd;^b]r 
^ oiir aitteient Friends^ but by feme of the Martyrs 
^ long before): viz. Hi tbxtfaypfith0Si ddk tberely 
« de^y tialChr'A is erne m the FUfi>. Thar Con- 
« clufion could not have been drawn, fe«m fiie pay- 

* fngiofTltlll!& toa wrong Miniftry, - or fer a wrbng 
5r Ufe xMily,- chbugh fcfch Payment be evS ." Nor* 
A ' cbuld kny: Thing* pMf- ftaat Inftrctftti, ' but the 
^ Confideration that Tithes, depencfipg on the Cere- 
^>finaoiiial Law of MofiSf ttf^bich moft of nocdfity 
^ and4h^burfe fall, and cealc when C^i^^^^flbred •, 
^^'the paying of TithtocaM4(es in it aSappofal, that 
^ that Law is not jH eeafed, but is ^Ul m Poite : 

* And confequently that Cbrifti whofo Death muft 
« oeod^ haVe ended kyi\ not y<?t dimey^ffior has yet 

, ^ &flSff«l^iit his Fl#fh for Mankind. - ' 

« 7. (t\m ^fih^f Ol^Afen, not left we^tV thai^ 
« c6mnnCA agatnft- paymg Trehes W t\t Chrgy^ 
^ b* called, viz. The Umatvfulnefs^ ^ upholding a 
> falfi^ MMpy^i^'j^forwi' a /atfi l^*ry*^ -i[belng 

* itfclf fd clear and plain^-'thftt if needs Ao^IHuftra- 

* tian) 1 fltoll, in this DifcJoarfe, no ferfher meddle 

* with, than to obfervd in my way, how fir it inay 
*' iifikft \Wt Titb« alii), wbibh the Imp^apriat^rs 
« chttm- Wherefore hftvilig premaed wii« fc faid 
< fatifore^< concern!^ TUhes in generaU » What 

* Hand, or for what Ufe foever paidr tet ^ now 

* JMtuine Into thofc Tithes, which arc called Im- 

* propriate. ^ Q F 



^ Great Cafi ^ TiAcs, fi?f. 75 

. • . , -• > . / 

■ I ■ I 11 . ;l I I I 

■ ' ii I'l" . J f 1 r " .^ - .. - ■ . . .^^ - . . M | «-'«' ■ >.»«■■. - ■» « 

OF 

I • ■ ■ 

Impkoprutb T I T H E S. 

i. np fl AT tWfe f khej, whiclratedaimed ' 

N^ute^ md ftaiid of finally on the fame Root* 
and Ground, on which the odicr Thhcs ftand,' 
which are ckiinf]^>{ia cxaffted bf the FViefts,^ is 
evJdcrtt from hehce^ that they were all hcree^j- 
ibre, thefe as well as th6ft, claimed by, and paid 
t6 foftie br other of' the Rmi/B Cfergy, or their 
Appendices, the ii^tigious Orders, fa ciRtd^ add 
upon the fame Foor. That is, Thefe Imj«t)priate 
Tkhe& were paid t^ thcrfe religi<)m OnJws or 
Houfts, as being due to- God, by Virme of the 
Litiik Law ; as well as the other Tithes were 
Mid to. the Parifh-iPri^ib, dn the ftjfne Sjippo&d 
Rights from the fame Law. - Bat how. thefe' 
Tkhcs came to thoffif reJigioiis Hodfes firft, j&d 
hbw afterwards from tkcm to die Impropriatorsj^ 
is next to be inquired: ' 

* 2. Until tht Lalerbh Council, (fy named, be- 
l;blufe it was holdin in Afe^ Popc*i? PialAce at Reme^ 
i called the Laletan) WBt Year 1215;' ft was in 
the Choice of every Min to gfvit hfe If iishes to 
whfct Church he pleafedj fo te gate them; to 
forae Church. Ami eireh after that, Council, the 
Pbpei, as Hcadsf of that Church, 4jy theh^ (lif* 
pentbjl PoWer^ did give leave to fiidt as Would 
ftic, tod pay for if, to give dicir TrtKii;s from the 
Plarilh-PHeft, ta foch Oxler of rcKgioos Ptbplc 
(whether Monks, -Ftfth^ or Nun$) ^ thfcy were 
f beft afftfttd to. fey whkrh meahs^ the Parijfh- 
f'iPritfts' (called Seculatsl and thofe of the fcveral 

Me iff • « • 1 • • 
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* j-eligious Orders (calJed by a general TitlCj^ jRrf- 

* gulars) being left to fcrambk-as tfiey ^^ettld, for 

* Maintenance, the Regulars (mendicant Friars^ 

* and others) fwarming in all Places, and pretcnd- 

* ing,^ at leqift, to greater Sanftity, and Aufterity 
« of-Life^ than iheParifh-PfieftspreVane^' with 

* the People, either living or dying, to give not 
^:Qnly y?xy (jpofi^erable ]§lft^tf$ in I^jdis, bpt alfo 
«. fbc.TithG5>of other Lands, .^4 of whoje Parifhes,' 
«; ifomthe-Parilh-Priells, to |hpir rpligipus Hpufes- 
•^ or Convents. , . . 

;* *,3» The Tithes, or Parfpnjigcs, fbgiven^ were 
*' then .cajled. Appropriatms^ becaufc ^hey were. 

* appropriatiqd to this, tha?, qx^ the lOth?*" M^gioijs 
^ Houfc or Convent. . And , I havp read, . thp.t 
^ t)iisre were in England_^i^ic^ 384^ Parfonagea* 
« thus appropriated. ; And ^TTithcs were then held* 
*, ;0;be y^«9 ta God and holy Qjifutcb .> ancj t^of^ rc-^ 
«..l^ious Qrdcr^ were reputed ^ Part of thpt 

* QhuiTQh.: ;^Sq fhe^Tjches-a?; w^ll as the I^a^ds thus? 
' giveftilhejcQ,^ wcrc; coatinucd to them,, gnd poft 
\ fcifM. b^^ thcrp, tiU that general Storm arofe, in 
^ K. Hentf'i. his Time,, which overturned thofo 
f religious. Hqufcs and Orders together. And. here, 

< by th? wiyi it may be noted, That while thofa 

< feligious Houfes flood) agjreat P^rt of tl|e Lands 

* vrhich nad.^n giveatothepi, w?rg, by Papal 

* i^u^icxrity-jcxeppt^d frprp payk^ Whence 
\ it is, :^at many of thofe Eftates, which had be? 
! longed to thole religious Hpufes, remain dif? 
*. charged from the ,Burthen of Tith^ ftilk 

« 4. 4^ T^^^^5 y^?^ ^^ VP here on thc.Authonty 

* of die Levitic Law, anq in Imitatjon of tho 
f ^ewifix Pra(5lice, confonaqt to that Law : So while 
f thofe religious Houfes itood, and the f^c^'s 
f Po>Yer pricvailed here^ not only the Seculars^ or 
f BariJi'.FrleflSj but all thofe Regulars who received 
t Titljc?^ lyere Ijoiuid to pay the Tenths out of f he 

..'•... ^ \ ^ :^ " • • * Xith« 
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Tithes they received to tht Head of theif Ghuith; 
the Pope, as the L&oit^s^ under the Ceremonial 
Law, were required to do to tKe^Priefts. ' • 
* 5. But after that K. Hen. 8. (upon a Quanel 
tetween the Pope and hUn^ libout his- iSvdrce 

* hoxti his firft Queen JKi/fi^/r^, which he eameftl|^ 
defired, and the Pope would not grant) fell off 
from the Pope, (though not f roni Popety : JFcfr 
after that, he retained the moft pernicious Doc- 
trines of the Romifl) Church, contained in the fik 
Articles, and burnt fomo for denying them) he 
threw off the Popc^s Supremacy here, and aflumed 
it to himfelf \ declaring hinofelf, a^d being-de- 
clared, firft by the Clei^gy in their Convocation^ 
■aikl foon after by Lords and Commons in'Paflia- 
ment, ne only fupream Head in EaHb cf the 
Church (f England. This was done by the Statute 
df 26 Hen. 8. c. i. And therein it is enabled, 
nat the King^ his Heirs and Succeffbrs, Kings of 
ibis Realm^ fl>all be taken^ accepted and reputed 
the only fupream Head in Earth of the Church of 
England. And Jhall haive and enjoy ^ annexed and 
united to the Imperial Crown of this Realms as well 
the litle and Stile thereof as all Honour 5 j Dighi- 
ties^ Pre-eminences^ JurifdiSlions^ Privileges^ Au- 
thorities j Immunities y Profits and Commodities to the 
faid Dignity cf fupream Head of the fame Church ht- 
longing and appertaining. Andfhall have full Power 
and Authority^ from time to time^ to vijftt^ reprefs^ 
redrefSy reform^ order ^ correllj reflrain and amend 
allfuch Errors^ Hereftes^ AbufeSy Offences^ Con- 
tempts and Enormities whatfoever they be^ which by 
any manner of ^ritual Authority and JurifdiHion 
ought J ' or may lawfully be reformed, reprefjedj or- 
deredy redreffed^ correiiedy reflrained or amended^ 
&c. By which it is evident, the Intention of tHe 
Parliament then was to transfer, tonfer and fettle 

I unto jmd upon K, Henry all the Powers, Profits urt4 

• Privileges, 
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* PrirHcgcs, which te^ipean Wore-ftif^Kiftd » be 

* IQ, Wv Wong t»^ or hid been enjoyed or ^ecpifed 

< by the Pope, ndiile Jhc^ was |P6ceive4 $)s fi^pr^am 

. ^ 4a Asid tbeeefoFie^ as the Pofr^ WhjUi^ im inv 

< tsuMd, the Sopreiipacf h^^e, W the Firft-fr^iis 

* < which »fc the Prcfitp of every ^irk^al-pr Ec^lo- 

> ^aiiical Iisi^V>g ^of on^ Ye»r) vippn the f^ymcing 
.« of my Eccle^iaftical ^erfon to %h a JLiv^ s 

. . ^« and ^fo the Tantl^, th^t i$> the tenth Part if all 

* the Titbc$ ; So thei? two Revenu^^ a$ appen* 
<« dant to that SuprecQa^y, f qilowed k i b^og jTet-" 

« ^ed on the Ki^gf in; the fan)e.Sd{k>n of Pjariia-^ . 
^ menty wherein cbp ^uj^ixiacy was Tcftecl •in Hm^ 

* Thc.Wc«:ds of the Statute, »&H. 8.^. $• rt- 

> Jating to the Fnrfi-fruif^ are tb^^. . ^^/ f^ the 

> more furety of C^mam^i and i^^^^ff^^ifi^ ^f ^^ 

* Higime^ Jioyal Mfi^t^ ■ iKing not 9nly w^ . Tif^og- 
« fttxW (i^ he ahoay^ indued hath bfrekfor^ hfen) 

* Jbe vnly fupream He^ in Marfb^ ne}ci «^ irnnt' 

* iiatdy under God^ of the Cburch of England* hnf 
^ alfo their moft affured and undoubted mtural Sroe-* 
« r^gn Lkge^ Lord and Kivg^ ^c. // tn^ therefore 

* he \ena3ed tmd ordained hy^^ &c. .Tita/ ,tb^ Skigfs ' 
.« Hiffbnefsj bis Heirs and Succeffors. ^ngf ff this 

< Realm, JhaU have /md enjoy fr^m time Jo Jim^ ^o 

* £iidure for ever^ of every fiicJ^Perfon mdiP^fom^ 

* which at any Itime after ihe firfi Vay jf Jaouany 

* nextfhallbefumiiiatedi.eleff^ferfffffied 

" * coUatidy^.bymyotber^nfi^ins^pfiiiiftfsdtoh^ 

* Arcbbifhoprick^ JB^hacy^ Mon^fiory.^ Fooryf C(d^ 

* ig-^, Hof^tal^ Archdeaconry^ £ieanf^y Pm^finpt 

* Prebend^ Parjimage^ Vicarage^ Cham^i free^ 

* Cbapely ^ other Dign^i Bet^e^ \Qffifi^% ^r Ppo* 

* moiiott Spmtual^ mtbiu this. J^afrnj or fi{/emhere 
« mthin any of the JKitf^s JD^mmfms^ ^^bat Mtme^ 

* Nature^ or polity foe^r they bCf ^r to iahefe 

; ' Foundation^ Patronage^ ^^ift Jmer ih^kekong^ 
... ''the 



^ ^he Fffflr^rffits^ RevewMS and Profits fcr^ (mii&ar 

« Minafi^^ Pripry^ .\ParJin^g^^ /^r^, :&a. 

* Then (ancr Prnvifi^iB raadefor fixadhag put tbc 
^ Value of ihofe %irk^lJLiyii^i and ibr pxffiia^ 

* mc^jng; $iod i^dovcring thofc Br^rfml$) the 
^ Settlectiont of che-Tl^ths <chtf other part of (he 
^ IV)p^'&;RevcmKJ) ;4ipoi) the King^ follows, k^dic 
( £iiaie^tuce in tbeie Words. . . « 

* A^Vt /i&^/ /^ -^i;,*^ Majeftyy bis Heirs a^d SfiC^ 
^ 4r€£brsy J&igs vf ms Rmmyjcr mure Jug^mtc^ 
' Hm and Mainkn^nce of, the Royal £fial0 if bis 
^ JmperialJ^ffi^n^ and D^mty of fiipream Hud of 

* ibe Cimreif ^f, Eqglap4> ;^tf ^ Te^lyfbofOe^ Uk^ 

< mjny and ^ r^ceiv^^ unitid and knit to his' Jmpmid 
^ Cr<wn for. 4ver^. one-.Tiorly Rem or Penfion^ 
^ amounting to the Value ^ -(be t€mb VPart ef aU 
' the RewnitiSy Rjents^ Pkrmsp 3.itbe4^ Qf^ri^s^ 
' E$iwlmentSf mi /fall i^ber Profits^ as. weUc idled 
^ Spirifml as Tem^ral^ now appertaining or belpng* 
y ing^ or thai hereafter fhaliidong U<my Ar^b^ 
^ byhop'iekp Bi/bofrick^ Jbhacy^ Monafiety^ Priory ^ 

Archdeaconry^ Deanryj Hofpitd^ Coll^e^ Houfe*- 
Collegiate^ Prebend^ CaibedraUCbur^b^ Coli^ate^ 
Cburcbf Conwptual-Cbuifcbf Parfonofge^ yicarc^e^ 
^ Cbauntry^ Jr^e^Cbapfl^^w other Benefice orPr<h^ 
^ motion ^piritual^ if what NamCf Nature^ or ^ifality 
^ Joever tbxj iefj wtbin any Diocefs of this Reulm^ o^ 

* in Waks^ 6JV* Aiid ii> goes on: to dircdl the 

* Time* Place and ^ Manner of Payment off.'theie 
} Tenths, with the Penalty for Non-payment. 

* 7. ThuB were thefe two g^eat Pillars of Papal 
« Supremacy (Brft-fruits and Ttntbs), transfcFr*d 

* fiom the Pope; (the old Head) to die King» (thr 

< new Head of the Chorcht) to iupport and main* 
*« taia thfit Headlhip in hin>9 ^ they had done belore 
^ m^Pope/- Which Ecdeiiaftical Headfhip' the 

. ^ King 







7« 



jB Ap#ENDr*'A^ 



t 



King ^as no fboner poflefled of, thin he beg^ 
to cxerctfe it amorigft thofc rfeligioUii Ord*fs, fci5- 
preffing (as f/rri^r/, ' in-hi» Life,* p.'379» relates) 
the'Obfenrant Pilars at Gr^r^wAVI^^ GaHtetikryj 
Riclm^y and othtri^kcesi and fubftkuting ^the 
Auguftines in thcii^ Pla<*es. ' Wbicb be did (fays 
Herbert there) fiyr; ibt ^finding out ^ boiv 'hii^ Ptbj>te 
would take Mi Dtfi^ ^f futttrig d^n f-eligknis 
Houfis : . To which Kfc prOcecdeS the* nek^ Year', 
beginning wkh the Icffet Sort, and fappreffin^ all 
ch^fe- Monafteries, Priories, and other religious 
Houles of Monks, Canons, and Niins, which had 
not in Lands, Tenemcnte, Rents, Tithes,' Por- 
tions and other Hereditaments, above the clear- 
Yearly Value of two Hundred Pounds. -B^ 
which "means 376 of thofe religious Houfcs being 
diflblvcd, a Revenue of above thirty Thoufana 
Pounds a Year^ belkl^ an hundred Thoufend 
Pounds in Money raifed by Sale,- at low Rates', 
of the Goods and Chattels, of thdfe Houfes (a 
Sum not fmall in that Age) came, to the King, 
for Support of his Ecclefiaftical Supreniatys 
* 8. The Statute, which countenanced this Proceed- 
ing, is the 2y of Hen. 8. cap. 28. And a nev/Court;' 
called the Court of AugmentationSy was then erefted 
and fettled by Parlidment, for receiving atid or- 
dering thefc new acceffional Revenues : The Aft 
for which, in our printed Statute-books, isfetbcfore 
that for the Suppreflion of thofe leffer Moriafterics* 
But though that, for fuppreffing thofe MonafteHes, 
be, by an Hyjlerefts^ fet after that few- eftablifhinj 
tht Court ofjugmefttatms ; ye!t k muft have beet 
made before it j for it is recited in k. 
• 9. In that Statute^ 27 Hen. 8. c. 28. for fup- 
preffing thofe fmaller Monaftel^ies, mcntfon i^ 
made of MonafterieSj Abbies and ftiories, which*, 
< within one Year before the making of that Sta- 
* tute; had been given- aaid granted tt> the 'Kin^ 
.« by ahy Abbot, Prior, Abbtls or Priorefs, under 

. • their 
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under iheir ConvenCrSeal, or that otherwife had 
been luppr«ffed, or diffolved. All which were, 
by that Statute confirmed to the King, and to 
all thofe, unto whom the King cither then before 
had conveyed, or then after mould convey any 
Part or Parts thereof ; To hold to them in like 
Manner, Form and Conditions) as the Abbots, 
Priors, Abbefles, Priorefles, and olJicr chief 
Govemours of any religious Houfes, which had 
the fame, might or ought to have had if they 
had not beien {upprt&d. For upon the King^s 
falling (as was noted before) upon the Obfervarrt 
Friars at Greenwkby and other Places, fome of 
the more confideratc of the AUx>ts, Priorsj^ (^c. 
feeing the Storm arifing, which then threatncd, 
and foon after broi:^ht Deftruftion on thofe 
Ordo-s, thought k better Policy to comply with 
theTimeSi and furrender upon Terms, in hopes 
to lave fomething, than hold out to the laft, as 
many did, and lofe all. 

* ID. And indeed, the fuppreffing of thofe ^j6 
lefler Monafteries, ftruck fo great a Fear into the 
greater, that the Statute made four Years alter 
(gi Hen. 8. cap 13.) whereby die reft of the reli- 
gious lioufes were given to the King, recites, 
7hat divers and fundry Abbots^ &g. of their own 
free and voluntary Mtnd^ ftnce the fourth of Feb. 
in 4he 2j (f his Reign^ had by due Order of Law^ 
and by their fi^cieHt Writings of Record^ -under 
their Convent and Common Seals^ feveraUy given^ 
granted^ and confirmed to the Kngy his Heirs and 
Succejfors for ever^ all their- faid Monafteries^ Ab- 
beys^ Priories ^ &c. and all the Manours, LordJHps^ 
Lands^ Tenements^ Tithes^ 6cc\ to them belongit^ ; 
and had voluntarily renounced^ left and forfaken tht, 
the fame. And therefore, in the faid Statute it 
is ena&ed, ^at the King (hall h(¥ve^ hold^ &"c. 
all fuch late Monafteries^ &c. and ..all the Sites^ 
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* Circuits i Manoursy Lands ^ tenement s^ &c. tbere^ 

* unto belonging. In the Enurneration of the Par- 
.*.ticulars whereof, (which are many) Tithes, Par- 

* ibnages. Appropriate, and Vicarages arc c^fprcfljr 
' mentioned. All which (as likcwife all other relr- 

* sious Houfcs, witli the Revenues thereof, which 

* mould there-after be diflfolved, luppreffed, relin- 
^ quiflied, fqrfeitedt or giv^n to the King, and 
;^. which by that Statute are ietd«d on him) he 
^ was to hold and enjoy, i».ae large and ample 
* . Manner and Form, as the late Abbots, 6?^. had 
*.held, or of R^ht ought to have held the lame^ 

* in Right of their faid late Monafteries^ &f^, 

,^ J I . From hence this Obfcrvation arifes,. That 

< fince thofe religious Orders did hold the Tithes 
c which they poflcflfed, upon the foppofed Right ot 
« . their being due to God and Holy Church 5 which 
.< they held thcmfelves, and were by others holden 
,ft to be a Part of *, and the King received thofe 

< Tithes and Parfonages (amongft the reft of the 
« Revenues of the religious Houfes) as well thofe 

< that vere refiened to him by the Governpurs of 
€ thofe Houfes themfelves, as the reft which by Aft 

* of Parliament he took, upon the fame Right on 
.« which thofe religious Orders, had holden them : 
;• He« alfo muft hold them upon that fuppofed 

* Right of their being dt^ to God and Holy Church ; 

* which he then held himfelf, and was holden by 
■ * all, both Clergy. and Laity,, to be the only Su^ 

ypream Head of here in England. And as upon 

* that fuppofed Right (of their being due to God 
.* a77d Holy Church) on which the religious Houfes 
' held them, they pafTed thdm from thofe Houfes 

* to the King, as Supream Head of the Church : So 

* on the fame (uppofrd Right (of their being du€ 

* to God and Holy Church) they paffed from the 
. vKing, Vi!^ Supream Head of the Churchy to thofe 

* (whether Spiritual or Lay-Perfons) lanto whom the 
\ . ' ' ' King 
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King granted them. For they ftuck not long In 
die lung's Hand ; but he, of his own- meet' 
Motion^ Liberality and Benignity (as the Statute' 
in thte gjd Year of his Rcign^ cap. 39. relates)* 
had by that Time freely given and granted, ^c^ 
unto divers and fundry of the Lords arid Nobles, 
as well Spiritual as Temporal, and unto- diversf 
aqdmany other Pcrfons and Bodies-politick, t^cl 
divers and many fundry Honours^ Caftles, Nfa- 
nours. Lands, Tenements, and among the reft,* 
ReilorieSy&cc. 

^ 12. But great Care was taken to retain and 
keep up the Charafter of SptritualUy^ which had 
formerly been ftamped upon thofe Reifories, Par^ 
Jonages^ and other Revenues by Tithes, into what 
Hands foever they were paffed. And therefqi'e,' 
by the Statute ot 32 Hen. 8. cap. 7. in cafe of 
with-holding, or denying to pay the Tithes, all 
Pcrfons claiming them {Impropriators as well ai 
Priejis^ arereftrained from fuing in the Temporal 
Courts J and limited to the Ecclefiaftical or Spiri- 
tual Courts only, for the Recovery of them. 
* 13. And that they might ftill have Dependence 
upon the Supremacy^ Care was taken, from the 
firft, by thfe Statute of 27 Hen. 8. cap. 27. That 
none of thefe Eftates, which then had come, or 
fhould come, from any of thofe religious Houfes 
to the King, Ihould pafs from him by Grant 
to any Pcrfon whatfoever^ without an exprcfs 
Refcrvation of a Tenth. And in a fubfequent 
Statute (33 Hen. 8. cap. 39.) Complaint being 
made, that although out of thofe Grants, which 
the King had made to fundry Perfons, of Ho- 
nours, Caftles, Manours, Lands, Tenements, Rec- 
tories, 6fr, (which were under the Survey of the 
Court of Augmentations) the Tenths had been re- 
fervcd •, yet the Perfofos unto whom fuch Grants- 
had been made, though they had quietly ' enjoyed 
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an J taken the Iflues and Profits of thole Landi^y 
RcAories, fs?r. iiad not paid the rcferved Tenths 
to the King: Provifion was made intha.t Statute^ 
by fcvoral Forfdtures and Nomine-Panafs to en- 
force the Payment thereof. 
« Nor was Care taken of the Eccle&tftical Head 
(the King) only, Ihic of the Ecclefiaftical Mem-* 
bers (the Clergy) alio ; Many, if not moft, of 
which had Pcnfions,. or Porciems i0aing ocic of 
thofe Parfonages, Keftories^ ^ other Spirkua) 
Benefices (as they were counted), which th© re- 
ligioas Orders heU : For, befkks that upon the 
increafing of thofe Appropriations, whereby the 
£^riih«Priefts were pinch'd, there had been Pro- 
vifion made early, in the l^me of King Mkhard 
the Second^ for the VicarSt as well as for the 
Poor ; the Sutiite of 15 Rkb. 2. c. 6. diredriegy 
JJa/, ufon the JpfropriaiioH of fucb Churcbes^ ibe 
Diocaftan of the Plac^ {or MJhop of tbe IDwcefs) 
Jhall ordain^ according to the Value of fucb Churches^ 
a convement Sum of Money to be paid and dtfiri- 
buted Tearly^ of the FruUs and Prjyfits of tbejumfi 
CburcbeSi to, the poor Pari/htoners : ^ind aljby that 
the Vicar be well and fuj^i^tly endowed. Which 
Statute (fo far, at fcaft, as concerned the Vicar) 
was afterwards confirmed by another Statute of 
4 //r/f. 4« cap. 12. which exprefly ordains, ^at 
the Statute of Appropriation if Churches^ md of the 
Endcwment of Vicars in ibe fame^ n^etbe vc^th 
Tear of King Rich, the Second, he fi^mLy holden^ 
and put in due Execution r I ^y, befic^ tbefc, 
the Statute of ^4 and 35 of Hen. 8. cap. 19. 
takes Notice, That the ArchhiJhopSt Bi/hops^ Arch- 
deacons^ and otJ:>er Ecclefiaftical Perfws^ of both 
Provimes, of Canterbi^y and York, havif^ for- 
merly^ in right of their Churches received out of 
. the late Monafterics^ &c. divers Petiftpns^ and 
other Profits^ had after the Dijfolution of thofe 
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Houfis^ been diliurbei and detded (f the bavh^^ 
recewiHg and gatberif^ of the /aid Pinfions^ &e. 
WhereupcMi it is, in the faid Statute, enabled', 
Thiat if any Perfm ^r Ferfans^ being Farmer or 
Occupier of any Mamnrj^ Lands^ Tenements^ Par^ 
Jonages^ Benefices- (hr other Heredita^menU of any of , 
the faid late Monafteries^ &c. by the King's Gi^y 
Graf^j Sale^ Excbangey or otberu^eii out of wbifb 
any juch Penftons^ &c. have been heretofore Imv^ 
ftdiy gcin^y an/mered^ or paid to any of the Arch- 
hifh^Sy Bifhops^ Archdeacons^ and other Ecclefiajli^ 
cal Perfons abovefaid, doy ai any Time t^er the 
firft Day of April n^xt comings . wilfully deny the 
Payment thereof ^ Then ti fhall be lawful for the 
faid ArcbbifhopSi BifibopSy Archdeaconsj or other 
Eccleftajiical Perfons nforefaid^ being Jo denied ; to 
be fatisfied and ptud thereof^ &c. to proceed in ihe 
Ecclefiaftical Courts^ for the Recovery thereof 
* 14. By which Statute, all Poific^s payable to 
Archbifliops, Bifliops, Archdeacons, or othar 
Eccleiiailical. Peribr\s, that had been pofliefled 
thereof, at or within ten Years next before the 
Time of the Diflblution of the Monafteries, out 
of the Parfonagcs, Rcftories, or Tithes holdeh 
by the f4id MoAaAeries, ^c. are oonfirmed and 
ajQbred to fuch Archbi&ops, Bilhops, Archdea- 
const and other Ecclefiaftical Pcrfiws ftiH., 
^15, So th^t, upm^the whole, befides what 
hadi been faid of Tithes in gi^necai^ with refpcft 
to the Judamngy and denying oi Chrifii by the 
Paying thereof (Which extends alike to all Tithes^ 
thofe clainie4 by the Impropriator, as well as 
thofc ckiimed by the Prieft) the Impropriate 
Tithes being generally chamed, either with tome 
Payment to the Vidars, &r enlaiging: of their 
Stipends, or with Peniions to the Archbifhops, 
Biflaops, Archdeacons, aiid other' Ecclefiafticks;: 
All fuch of then^ as are' fo charged, come under 
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• the fame Objeftion, that is made againft paying 
« to the Prieft, 'Oix. The upholding of a ialtt 

• Miniftry, to perform a falfe Worlhip. And if 
•any Impropriation may be fuppofed to be free 

' • from all thofc Charges ; yet all impropriators, as 

* well as Priefts, being bound to pay the refer vcd 

• Tenths to the King, as Supream Head of the 
^ Church (which were wont before to be. paid to 
^ the Pope, while he was owned for Head ef Jbe 

• Church) the paying of Tithes to an Impropriator; 

* is a recognizing, and' acknowledging of a Mart 

* (bad or good, Popijh or Proteftant^ as it happens) 
« to be the only Supream Head on Earth of the 
' Church. Which is to fet an Human Head to a 

* Spiritual Body \ and to diveft and deprive our 

♦ L6rd Jefus Cbrift of his undoubted Right, who 
-* the Apoftle fays exprefly, is the Head of the Body^ 

• the Churchy Col. i. i8. Jnd that not of Man^ 

* making or appointing ; but Gody faith the Apoftle, 

* hath given him to be the Head over all things ta the 
> Churchy which is his Bcdy^ Eph. i. 22, 23.* 

In or about the Year 1 64.6^ which was before thi^ 
People were diftiriguilh*d for that Tenet, or the 
Nick-name of ^aker invented, fevcral Tracts were 
publilh'd, and Remonftrances made to the Lord 
Mayor of London j againft the States impofing the 
Payment of Tithes, as inconfiftent with the Doc- 
trines of the New-Teftamcnt and Principles of thfc 
Reformation. Thofe which have been tranfmitted 
. down to us, are under the following Titles, viz. 

'Tithe-Gatherers no GofpeUOfficers, 

The IndiBm^nt of Tithes of fever al criminal Arti- 
clesy &c. Exhibited before the Lord Mayor of the 
City of London, by divers Citizens. 

4 Letter to the Lord Mayor ^ by the Inhabitants 
ijT A 11 -Hallows, Barking Parijh^ London, demoti- 

' '^ ' ^ Jtratxn^ 
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Jirating that Tttb^y in the Tme of the Gofpelj ought 
ntft tooe paid. 

An Anjwer given to the Lord Mayor of the City of 
JLondon, concerning Ttthes^ by Nicholas Waterlbm. 

Reafons given by Thomas Bennet, concerning the * 
mjiijl ExaSlion of tithes : Addreffed to Thomas ' 
Adams, Lord Mayor of the City of London. 

The laft of thefe we fhall prefcnt to the Reader* 
as a Specimen of the wholp, and to fhew that the 
Sentiments of the People caird ^akers^ on this 
Article, were not Angular, nor a Noveky. 

^ Right Honourable, 

* \ TIT HE R E A S I have been thefe thirteen 

* W Times commanded before your Honour, 
« and your Lordlhip's Predeceffors, for the Denial 

* of Tithes, and now at length you have been- 

* pleafed to permit me Freedom to deliver in mine 

* 4njwer in writing : I have therefore prefumed, 
^ from your Lx)rdftiip's Permiffion, to prefent your 

* Honour with thefe enfuing Reajons. 

^ I. My Lprd^ if Tithes under the Gofpel be an 
^ Prdinwice, then they muft be of an Evangelical 

* Inftitution, even from the Command of Chrift, 

* as well as other Gofpel Ordinances : But we find 

* no other Ordinance for the Exaftion of Tithes 

* now, but a bare Mofaical Ordinance. Therefore 
« Tithes are no Gofpel Ordinance. 

* * 2. My Lord\ Tithes were never (H'dained, but 
^ for the Wages of Typical Services ; therefore to 

* continue the Wages of fuch Work, cannot in 

* Equity be without the Continuance of the Work : 

* Which is a flat Denial of Chr ill's com\ng in the 
^Eefh. 

* 3. My Lord J Thofcthat had the Command- 

* rhcnt for Tithes, were only to receive them of 

* their Brethren, Heb. vii. 5. that is, of the other 
f twelve Tribes 5 therefore not of the Gentiles ; 
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flor Mffcre Gemiks^ by that Commanc*, boand 
thereto ; and it not in Mo/es' his Time, much 
Itfeftow. 

* 4. My Ijord^ They were impofed upop the 
Land of Canaan^ therefore not upon England or 
Englijbmeny being no Pare of Canaan^^ or the. 
People iny of the twelve Tribes. And the Jews 
ro this Day terminate the Equity of Tithes to* 
their own Land, as Mn Selden^ 1 Member of 
the Houfe of CommcwSi writeth in his Hiftory 
of Tithes. 

' 5. My Lordy When the Law of Tithes was in 
P orce, it was only of the S(ied of the Ground^ the 
Fruit of the Trees, and of four-footed Bcafts,. 
Levit. xxvii, 30, ^2. Thcrelore tlie Tithe of our. 
Pulkn, as of Goflins^ Chickens^ &c. which ha^e 
but two Feet apiece, and cannot be reputed ta 
be of the Herd or Flock, that paffeth under tho 
Rod i nor any Tithe of HoufeSi wWch neither 
grovv', nor bring forth Seed, can be conduded^ 
from the Law of Tithes. 

* 6. My iMrdy The Levites paid the Tenth of 
their Tithes to /iaron the Pricft, Ntimb. xviii, 26^ 
27^28, 29. yea, the Fathcrle6, the Widow and 
Stranger, were ranked with the Levik^ for tho 
Maintenance $f Tithes^ Dcut. xiv. 29. slivi. i2# 
and were to eat, and to be- facisiied therewith i 
Therefore from their £}Eajiiple, our Clergy un^ 
juftly exaft the whole Tithes to themfelyes. 

f 7. The Laity offered the Firft-fruits unto the 
Priefts, in Ears of Wheat, Barky, ISc, in what 
Quantity tjie Owner wouU, E>ii>d. xxiii. ig..peuL 
xviii. 4. Tho'efpre from their Example, there 
can be np Exafbion of this or that Quantity. 

* 8. My Lard^ <hey as well, from the Example 
(A M^fes bis Pricfts, may take Tithe of our Cbil* 
dren ; for the Firft-boro, whether of j^an or 
jpeiift, fdi to the Vnt&,j.Numh. xviii. 15. So that 
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if our Clergy wUl have thpfe Priefts to bo their * 
Example^ then every Male tbatjirfi €j^e$b the Mn^ 
frixj is due unto the Clergy. And I fuppofis^ thty 
would exa£b it» h^d they but Power to impofe 
Redemption Money upon them, the Value of five* 
Shekels^ after the Shekel ^ the SanSuafyi^ ^Incb^is 
twenty Gerabst upon e^ery Firfl-born Male^ os 
Mofes*% Friers had« « 

< 9. ^ Lord^ When the Laiv of Tithes was in 
Force, there was no.Compulfion ufed for them,' 
nor did Mofes give any Commiffic^ to thie Levkes 
CO exadi: them by Force : The Lord only fent 
his Freshets to cooiplaii) againft them that did 
nor pay them. MaL liL 9, lo. Nek xiiu 1O3 

II, X2l. 

* 10. iV^I^r^,ThePri^lhoodandCpniixai«i-» 
ment is^ changed, and one of another Tribe, even 
of the Tribe of Judahy of which Mofes Ipake 
nothing concerning the Priefthood 5 no not fo 
much as to receive Tithes, Heh, vii, 1 1 * Thete* 
iott to fpeak that of the Miniftry of pur Lord, 
which fprung. from Judqb^ which was ipoken of 
the Tribe of jiaron^ whereof Tithes were one 
main Thing, is to make our Lord to be of the: 
Tribe oi Aaron. 

^ It. My Lori^ AH the Supply, which. rite Gbi- 
pel ordainethi i« a Firft-day Colkdion^ qx voIutk 
tary Contribution to the Neceffities of the poof 
SaintSi 1 Car. xvl. t. 2 Cor. ix. i, 5, 7. 
« 12. My Lordy An Elder of a Church cannot 
lay Claim to a^y Supply barely by Virtue of EU 
derfhipt no tMst than a&int l^ Virtue of Sasnt*^ 
fliip, but both fimply asjpoor. Saints. Pot Evan-* 
gelical Supply was only devoted to Kccefflty : 
Thc/N70r Man^^ Bopt was th^. Inheritance -or Por- 
tion of the poor fiaifitt^ whether Eiders^ or other 
IlfeWbcrt. ; 
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« 13, It is to be acknowledged as a* Gift or 

* Courtcfy, (a) 2 Cor. viii, 4. Phil. iv. 1 7. But* 

* toexaft.by Cortipulfion, is contrary to the Na- 

< turc ofCourtefy > thatwcre of Violence, not of 
•Gift. 

* 14. All that Ci&W/? ordained the Twelve, and 
^ the Seventy, which he fcnt out, to take, was but' 
^ to eat and drink fucb ^nrs as were fet before 
^ tUm \ making that 00 be all his Labourers j^/i 

* ai^ount themfdves worthy of. Luke x. 7, 8, 

♦ 15. My Lordfi It is unreafonable for a Shepherd 
^ to exaft the Milk of chat Flock, which he doth^ 

< not teed ; for the Flock which he feedeth, is the' 
f Flock of -whofe Milk he muft eat, i Cor, ix. 7; 

* therefore the Clergy-Shepherds may not exad the' 

* Milk of the Flocks that arc not fed by them. ' 

'16 My 



" (a) As the Gofpel itfdf in its own Nature, is ff ««/{;. fru 
in all Ages, and the MiniAers of the Gofpel are So too, in 
rcfpeft of its Publication (fo as not to preach the Gufpei 
becaufe human Laws command, nor to forbear to preach it 
liecaufe human Laws forbid) (b ought the Gofpel Mainte- 
nance alfo, or the Maiuteoance of this Gofpel Miaiftryy to 
be in all Ages eqtialljf free ; plfe it is not fuitable to the 
Minfftry^ and ttie Gofpel, to which it appertains, ^nd 
whehfoever it eeafes to befree^ by the interpofcd Injunftions 
of penal Laws, thenceforth ceafesto be a Gofpel'HAAintenjmce. 
Now if we (hoiild fuppofe Tithesa lawful Maintenance, and 
that the Donation of theoi w^s an A£t of pure Liberality and 
ncrfeft Freedom in the fir ft Donors (whicji univerfally con* 
SderM, is far enough fropfi Probability) and upon thatSup- 
pofidon ihottld admit Tithes to have been then a free Main- 
tenance ; yet the fettling oS them af a ftanding Maintenance* 
and compelling after Ages by tenAhies to pay them, makes 
them not now a jree Miintenante^ if they had been (a then ; 
but the true Goff:l MAtfitenance ought to be free in its 
ContiHtutfion^ as well as in its B^inning t and CbrijHoMt now' 
nay )uftly expeft as. much Cbirijiian Liborty and Freedom^ 
as others in former Ages had, which tbe^ do not enjoy, who 
xpw j[Un4 bound to the Performance of that whi^If ^^ibc/'i 
♦kre at Libertj to. 
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: ^ 16. Aty Lordj No Payment of Tithes wm 
^ ordained in Cbrijlian Churches ^as Seidepi cb- 
^^ ferveth) till the general Council at Lateran^ 
f Anno 1 2 15. Therefi>re the Ordikancs of 
«. Tithes under the Gbfpel, deriving its Being and 
*. Inftitudon, from the Injundions of the Pope and 
« his Council, doth fubjedl us to the Di^tes of the 
«. See of Rtrne^ againit which, we are all engag^ 
^ by our former Froteflations, and by our folemn 
« League and Covenant. And tho' thefe Tittes 

* (hould be granted not to be the Rtfotj yet they 
^ cannot but be concluded to be a main Branch of 

* Popery f being not of Cbrt/i% but of the Popc^s 

* own Ordinance ; therefore by our Covenant to 

* be extirpated/ 

Under the various Revolutions of Government, 
and Changes of Adminiftration, the Yoke of Tithes 
ftill remaining unremoved, in the Year 1659 a 
Treatife was publiihed, intided, Confiderations touch- 
ing the likelieft Means to remove Hirelings out of the 
Church : Addrefled to the Parliament of the Com-- 
mn-weahh of England^ with the Dotmnms thereof^ 
wrote by that learned and judicious Author John 
Milton. The Importance of the Inquiry, and 
Cogency of his Redbning, may excufe our reprint^ 
ing fo much of it as foUpws, viz. 

f ¥ T T H A T Reconipence ought to be gi wil 

* W to Church-Minifters God &th anfwerably 
^ prdain'd, according to that Pifierence which he 
f hath manifcilly put between thofe his two great 
^ Difpenfitions, the Lcm and the Go/pel. Under 
f ihe Law he gave them Tithes ; under the GofpeU 
f having left all Things in his Church to Charity 
f and CbriJHan Freedom, he hath given them only 
f what is juftly given them ; 7bat^ as well und^ 

f the Goijpcl as under the LaWt &y om EngUJi 

f pivincs 
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Divin*$» Bnd they only of all Prbteftants^ is Tithes ; 
and (hey fay cniCt if aTky Man be . fo minded xo* 
give them of his own the Tenth or Twentieth.- 
Bui that the Law therefore of Tithes is in Force- 
under the.Gofpel^ all other Proteftant Divined, 
though equally concerned* yet coflftantiy deny.- 
For altho' Hire to the Labcnirer be of moral and- 
perpetual Right, yet that Ipccial Kind of Hire,- 
the Tenth, can be of no Right or Nccefiity) but* 
to that fpecikl Labour for which God ordained 
it. The fpecial Labour was the Levitical and Cere- 
monial .Service of the Tabelnacle, Ntnhb. xyiji.^ 
21 f 31. which is now aboliflied. The Right 
tliere^bre of that ijpecial Hire mpit needs be withal* 
abolifhed, as being alfo Ceremonial. That Tithes 
were Ceremonial is plain j not being given to the 
Levitis till they had been firft offered an HeaVe* 
OflSbring to the Lord^ Ver. 14» 28. He thcft 
who by that Law brings Tithes into the Gofpel^ 
of neceility brings in withal. a SacriBce, and an 
Altar ; without which Tithes by that Law were 
unfanifkifled and polluted^ Vcn 32. and therefore 
neYct thought on in the firfl: Cbriftian Times, till 
Ceremomes^ jiltars^ Oblations^ by an ancienter 
Corruption^ were brought back long before. 
And ytt the Jews^ evqr fince their Temple was 
deltroy'd, tho' they have Rabbies . and Teachers 
of their Law, yet pay no Tithes, as having no 
Levites tQ v^hom, no Temple where to pay themj 
nor Altar whereon to hallow them ; which ar^ 
gues, that the Jews themfelvcs never thought 
Tithw moral, but ceremonial only. That Cbrifi 
tians therefore ihould take them ;up, when 7^^4 
have laid them dpwn, mitfk needs be voj abfurd 
and t>rcpofterous. 

f This is fo apparent to the preformed Divines <)f 

ot^er Countries, that when any of ours hath at^ 

tempted in Latin tq maintain this Argument, of 

. ; • • Tithes, 
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» Tithest though a ' Man would thing they might 

* fuffer him without Oppofirion, in a Point equally 

* fending to the Advantage of all Minifters, yet 

* they forbear not to oppoife him, as in a Dodrine 
^: not At to pafs unopposW under the GofpeL 
^ Which ihewa the Mcxicfty, the Contentedneis of 

* thole for^gn Paftors, with the Maintenance given 
^ tt>em V their Sincerity alfo in the Truth, though 

* lefc gainful ; and the Avarice of ours, who, thro* 

< the Love of their o\d Papifiical Tithes, confider 
s not the weak Arguments, or rather Conjectures 

* and Surmifes which they bring to defend them. 

' Certainly, if Cbffi or his Apoftles had ap- 
« prov*d of Tithes, they would have cither by 

* Writing, or Tradition, recommended them to 
\ the Church : And that fbon would have appeared 

* in the Praftiqe of thofe primitive, and the next 

* Ages ; but for the firft three hundred Years and 

* more, in all the Ecclefiaftical Story, I find no 

* fuch Doftrine or Exaniple : Tho* Errors by that 

* Time, had bifbught back again Prieftsi AUarSy 
^ and Ohlaims \ and in many other Points of Re- 
^ ligion, had mt&rably judab^d the Church. Sor 
^ ttmt the Defenders of Tithes, «fber a long Pomp; 

< and tedious Preparation Out of Heatbin Authws, 
f telling us, that Tithes were paid to- fXrrriii/^ and 

* Jpollo), which perhaps was imitated from the 
^ JetpSj and as it were beipeaktng our Expedtation, 
! that they will abound much more with Authori- 
'. ties out of Cbriflidn Story, having nothing of 
^ general Approbation to begin with from ttex firft 
' three or four Ag^ but that which abundantly 

* fcrvcs to the Confumion of their Tithes ; while 
' they confe!^ that Churchmen in thofe Ages Kv^d 
^ meerly upon Ffce-wiU Qflferinga. Neither Can 
' they fay, that Tithes were not then pafd, for 
^ Want of a Civil Magiftrate to ordain them, for 

' Cbrijliam had then alfo Lands> and might give 

* out 
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* oiit of -tfacm what tbqr pleas'd ; and yet of Tithe* 
^ then given, we find no Mention. And the firft 

* Cbrijiian Emperors, who did all Things as Bi- 
^ (hops advisM them, fupply'd what was wanting 
' to tne Clergy, not out of Tithes, which wcie 

* never mentioned, . but out of their own Imperial' 
« Revenues, as is manifeft in Eujebius^ Tbiodoret 

* and Sozopuftj from C$nftafUine to Arcadiksl 

* Hence thofe ancienteft reformed Churches of 

* the IFaldenfes^ if they rather continued not pure 
f (incc the Apoftics, deny*d that Tithes were to 

* be given, or that they were ever given in thd 
< primitive Church, as appears by an ancient 

* Traftate inferted in the Bohemian Hiftory, 

f * Thus far hath die Church been always, whether 
« in her prime, or in her ancienteft Reformation; 

* from the approving of Tithes •, nor withoutf 
« Reafon -, for they might eafily perceive that 

* Tithes were fitted to the JeHvs only, a National- 
« Church of many incompieat Synagogues, uniting 
f the Accomplilhmcnt of divine Worfhip in one 

* Temple ; and the Leviies there had their Tithes 

* paid, where they did their bodily Work, to 

* which a particular Tribe was fet apart by diviner 
' ^ Appointment, not by the Peoples Ekftion; 

* But thtCbriftian Church is univerial, not ty'd to 
^ Nation, Diocefs, or Parifh, but confifling of many 
^ particular Churches compleat in themfelves, ga- 
^ thefM not by Compulfion, or the Accident of 

* dwelling nigh togpthcr, but by free Conf?nt, 

* chufing both their particular Church, and their 

* Church-Ofiicers ; whereas if Tithes be fet up, all 

* thefe Cbriflian Privileges will be difturbM, and 

* foon loft, and with them ChriJHan Liberty. 

. * The firft Authority which our Advcr&rics 
« bring, after thofe fabulous Apoftolick Canons, 

* which they dare not infift upon, is a provincial 
t Gouacii held at CuUen^ where they voted Tithes^ 

* lo 
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\ to be GocPs Rent^ in the Year 356 ; at the fame 
Time, perhaps, when the three Kings reigned 
► there, and of like Authority. For to what Pur- 
' ppfe do they bring thefe trivial Teftimonies, by 
^ which they might as well prove Altars, Gandks 
^ at Noon, and the greateft Part of thofe Super* 
^ ftitions fetched from Paganifm or Jewtfrnf wnicb 
►the Paptft^ inveigPd by this fond Argument of 
' Antiquity, retains to this Day ? To what Pur- 
^ pofe thofe Decrees of I know not what Bilhops, 

• to a Parliament and People who have thrown ouc 
' ' both Bifliops and Altars, and pronjis'd all Re- 

• formation by the Word of God ? And thit miliars 
' brought Tithes hither, as one Corruption begot 
' another, is evident by one of thoie Queftions 
' which the Monk Aujtin propounded to the Pope, 
^ Cancermng thofe fhings^ winch by Offerings of ib^ 
' 'Faithful came, to the Altar ^ as Beda writes, i, i . 

r. 27. If then by thefe Teftimonies we muft have 
Tithes continued, we muft again have Altars. ^ 
* Of Fathers, by Cuftom ic> call'd, they quqto 
' Amhrofe^ Auguftine^ and fome other ceremonial 
Doftors of the fame? Leaven ; whofe AiTertioft 
without pertinent Scripture, no Reformed Church 
can admit; And what they vouch, is founded 
on the Law of Mofes^ with which, every where 
pitifully miftaken, they' again incorporate the 
Gofpel ; as did the reft alfo of thofe Titular 
Fathers, perhaps an. Age or two before them, by 
many Rites and Ceremonies, both Jewifb and 
Heatbenifh introduced ; whereby thinking to gain 
all, :they loft all :* And inftead of winning Jews 
and Pagans^ to be Chriftiansy by too much con- \ 

defpending, they turned Chriftiam into Jews an^ 
Pagans.' To heap fuch unconvincing Citations 
as thel^ in Religion, whereof the Scripture only is 
our Rule, argues not much Learning nor Judg- 
ment^ but the loft Labour of much unprofitable 
Reading, ' They J 
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« TThey produce next, tht ancient Conftittt* 
tions of this Land, 5^x^;i Laws, Edifts of Kings, 
and their Councils, from /tthdfione^ in the Year 
028, diat Tithes by Statute were p^id > and 
might produce from Ina\ above 200 Years be- 
fiM^e, tfiat Romifcot^ or Peter^t Pinny y was by a 
good Statute-Law paid to the Pope, from 725,' 
and almoft as long continued. And who knows 
not, that this Law of Tithes was enadled by 
thoie Kings and Barons, upon the Opinion they 
had of their Divine Right, as the very Words 
import of Edward the Confe£irj in 'the Clcfe of 
that Law : For fo blejfed Auftin preached and 
taught ? meaning the Monk, who firft brought 
the RBMifh Religion into England from Gregory 
the Pope. And by the Way I add, that by th^fe 
Laws, imitating the Law of Mofes^ the third 
Part of Tithes only was the Pricfts Dqe, the 
other two were appointed for the Poor, and to 
adorn <x repair Churches ; as the Canons of Eg- 
bert dnd Elf rick witnefi, ConciU BriU If then, 
thefe Laws were founded upon the Opinion of 
Divine Authority, and that Autliority be found 
miftaken and erroneous, as hath been fully mani- 
fefted, it fdlows, that thofe Laws fall of them- 
felves, with their falfc Foundations. But with 
what Fade of Confcience can they alledge M^jj 
or -thefe Laws for Tithes, as they now enjoy,, of 
exadl them 5 whereof Mofes ordains the Owner, 
as we heard before, the Stranger, the Fatherlcfs 
and the Widow, Partakefs with the Levite ; ancf 
thefe Fathers which they cite, and thefe, though 
RofHifh rather than Englijh Laws, allotted both to 
Priefi: and Bifhop the third Part only. 
* Another Shift they have to plead, that Tithes 
■ may be moral as well as the Sabbath, a Tenth 
of Fruits, as well as a Seventh of Days. I 
anfwer,. that the Prelates, who urge this Argu- 

* mcnt, 



mew, liav^ kaft R^ififtri to life -ft ; dcnyfiij 
Mcmliry in tto SdftibaHh^ and cheitlh bett( 
agreeing *Jth Refdrmcd Church« abroad thafi 
tjie r<^ of our Qivines. As therefore the SeventR 
Day j^ iiot ^mof^ls .bat a corivenieht Rccourfe of 
Worfliip in fit Scafon, -whether fevehth or Othei' 
Number ; io neither is the Tenth of our Goods^ 
but only d conv^ni^nt Siibfiftence morally due to 
Minifter^. ^ • ' 

« the kd:> and l6vi^ Sort of their Argumdjts^ 
tt^t Mm^purcbafd ndt their Tiihe^ wiih their 
Land^: ^nd foch like Petty- Foggery; I omit, as 
refuted fafflcientJy By others, (i) I omh a^llo 
their violent and irreligious Exaftipnis, rehte^ no 
lefs credibly : Tbeir feizing of Pots and ^ns 
from the Poor, *hp have as good Right to 
Tithes as they •, from fome, the very Bcd$^, » their 
fuiug and imprilSning, worfc th$n when thp Of* 
non Law was in Force ; worfe thah when thofe 
wicked Sons of^ Eli were Priefts, ^ofe Marnier 
was thus to fei«e thtf ir wetended PfieftfyrEKic by 
Force, i Safn. \h i 2^ efr. fVherehy Ij^en ahbpr^ 
the Offerings ef the LerA \ and it rtay be fcar'd, 
that many will as rtiiidi abhor the Gofpel^ ff 
fuch Vidlence as this be folFei^d in i>er 'MhEJWtrs^, 
and iivthat which they alfo pretend to^betfic P^- 
feriAgof the Lord. For thoft Sonst)f JJ^firf/, witH- 
in fome Ulnits made Seieure of whait they knew 
was their owii by an undoubted Law ^ bwt dt^le, 
from whom tlhere is no Sdhftaary, fctze put of 
Mend GiVMinds, out ef IViens Ho«f^ their .ether 
Goods, of douWe, fomecimes of tfebte Value, 
for that, whkrh did not Covctoufoefs ^nd Rapine 

• H * Hind 
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blind them, they know to be not their own bjr 
the Golpel which they preach. Of ibme. more 
tolerable than thefe> thus fcvcrely God^ hath 
ipoken, Efo. Ivi. 10, 6?^. They are greedy Dogs 5 
JheyallJapkU their <rwn Way^ every one for bif 
Gain from bis garter. , 

* With what Anger then will he judge thcnFi 
who (bin4 not looking, but under Colour of a 
, divine Right, fetch by Force that which isr aoe 
their own, taking his Name not in vain, but in 
Violence ? Not content, as Gebazi was, to make 
a cunning, but a conftiain'd Advantage of whac 
their Mafter bids them give freely ; how can they 
but return fmitten^ worfe than , that . iharking 
Minifter, with a ipiritual Leprofy ? And yet they 
cry out Sacrilege^ that Men- will not be gulM 
and baffl'd the Tenth of their Eftates, by giving 
Credit to frivolous Pretences of divine Right. . 

* Where dki God ever clearly declare to all 
Nations, or in all Lands (and none but Fook 
part with their Eilates, without cleareft Evi- 
dence, on bare Suppoials and Frefiimptions of 
them who are the Gainers thereby) that he 
required the Tenth as due to him or his Son 
perpetually, and in all Places ? Where did he de* 
mand it,^ that we might certainly know, as in all 
Claims of Temporal Right is juft and reafpn- 
able ? Or if demanded, where did he affign ir» 
or by what evident Conveyance, to Minivers ? 
Unleis they can demonftrate^ this by more than 
6onje£turcs, their Tide can be no better to 
Tithes, than the Tide ot Geba:d was to thofe 
Things, which by abufing his Mailer's Name» 
he rodk'd from Naaman. Much lefs, where did 
he command that Tithes fhould be fetch'd by 
Force, whcrejeft n6t, under the Gofpel ; whac 
cvcrJiis Right was to the Free-will Ofierings of 
Men ? Which is the greater Sacrilege^ to belie 

' ^ • Divine 
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« Divine Authority, ■ to make the Name of Cbrijl 

* acceffafy to Violence, and robbing him of the 

* very Honour which he aim'd at in bcftowing 
«, freely the Gofpel, to commit Simony and Rapine^ 

* both fecular arid, Ecclefiaftical ; or on the other 
•Side, not to give up the Tenth of Civil- Right 
*' and Propriety, to the Tricks and Impofturcs of 
f Clergymen, contriv*d with all the Art and Argu- 

* ment that their Bellies can invent or fuggeft ; 

* yet fo fidiculoias, and prefuming On the Peoples 

* Dulnefi or Superftition, as to think they prove 
*. the Divine Right of their Maintenance, by Abram 

* paying Tithes to Melchifedec^ whenas MelcbifedeCj 
*- in that Pafiage, rather gave Maintenance to 
^' Jfhram ; in whom all, both Priefts and Midifters, 

* as weH as Laymen, paid Tithes, not received 
^ them. 

' The next Thing to be conf^lered in the Miain- 
*. tenance of Miniftcrs is, by whm it Jhmld be 
f '^iven. . Wherein, though the Light of • Reafon 
« might fufficiently inform us, it will be. bcft to 
'. confult the Scripture : GaL vi. 6. Let bim that is 
> taught in tb'e JVord^ communisitite to him that teach* 
^ eth^ in all good Things^ that is to fay, in all man- 
^.ner of Gratitude to his Ability. 1 Cor. iJc ii. 
^IfijOe have fown unto you Spiritual ThingSy is it a^ 
^ great Matter if we reap your Carnal Things ? To 
^ whom therefore hath not been fown, from him 

* wherefore fliould be reaped ? i l^im. v. 1 7, Iji 
^ the Elders that rule well^ be counted worthy of 

* double Honour^ efpecially they who labour in the 

* Word and Dohrine. By thcfe Places we fee, th,at 

* Recompence was given cither by every one in 

* particular who had been inftruftcd, or by them 
f. all in common, brought into the Church- Trca-* 
« fure,'and diftributed t4^ the Minifters ac;cording^ 
•to their ,feveral Labours, and that was jadgcd 

* cither by fome c?ccraordinary. Perfon, as timothy^ 

; . • H 2 * who 
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who ^7 the Apoftle was then left Evingcfift ar 
Epbgjiis^ 2 Tim. iv. 5. or by fornc to whom die 
Church dq)uoed that Garfe. 
« Ttdi h fo agreeable ta Rcalbn, and fo tlcar, 
that one may pcrfccivfc what Iniqukj^^ and Vro-^ 
lendrharii prevailed firtce in the Church, whcheby- 
k hath brai fo ordered, that' they aife ftall be- 
conipHicd to recompchcc the parochial MiniftSr; 
who neither chofe hrm fbi* then* Ttadier^- nor 
have received Inftrbftioh from hinpi, as bciftg;' 
cither inftfRciedt, 0!r not rcfident^ or inferior ta 
whom they foHow ; wherein to bar tfierft their 
Ghbrce, is tx> viol^xt Cbrijiiah Liberty. 

* Our Law-books tcftify, that before the Conn-' 
cil at Laieran^ in the Ytar 1 1 j^^ and the FtftlV , 
of our HetL %. ot richer ^fore a I3ecrctal Epiftle 
of Pope Innocent xht Third, about 1200, andjhe 
Firft of King Jdlm^ at^ Man iJ^bi have gw^n -his 
Thhes io kvbat Sfiritaal Perfcn he timid. And 
ak the Lord Coke notes on that Phfce, Inftiti 
Part. 2. That ibis Decretal bound not the Subje£ts 
if ibis Reding huty as itfeemedjufi and reafonable^ 
Thfc Pope took' his RcafoA rightly from the 
above cited Place; i Cor. ix, it, but felfly Tupr* 
pos'd every one to be inftmfted by his Parifh-^ 
Prieft. 

* Whether this were then fiift fo decreed, or 
rather long before, as ^may be feert by the Laws 
of Edgar and Cdnitter that Tithes were to be 
paid, not to whoni he would that p4id them, 
but to the Cathcdt^l-Churcih, ts- tfife Pariih- 
Brieft, it imports not ; fince the Reafofi which 
they themfelves bring, buik on felfe Suppofi- 
tionsTj, becomes aKfce infirm and abfurd, that he 
Ihduld reap from me, js^ho foirs not to me ; be 
the Caufe either his Dj^fedt, or my free Choice. 
But here it will be readily objc6ted. What if 
they who ^re io be inftru3edy. ie not. abie ta 

... . * maintain 
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^ maiufain a itfr^^, ^? in jnany Vi^ge? i I 
^ ap&^r, that the Scripture ^e.y§ jo wmiy FJ?ces 

* ^h^f ought CO be cjope her/sjn. /iry!?, I ofkt 
^ it IP the Realon of any M^n, S^l^ejiher he 

* thirds the jKflowkdjge c^ the Chri^au Rfl^ipn 
< )»x^x char) p>y ,pf hg r Aft pr Scic^fiB 8i> ^^t^n. 

* J iVPRpfc he >vij[l graot |^at it is f^ j^a^r, Ijofh 

* aI. i^Jfj Vid in regard <)|* Gfl^'s ie^PfiSg- Sfkit^ 

* 'l»t |w«icylady pron>ifeci u^ jo thf Attjmaient 

* jct *^ other' Kngwledge, ^t of this only : 
^ ^n^eijC )0ira^ preached, a; vf^dl to djt^,^ej:^er^$ of 

* Mhkm hlf Angels, j?*. to the gafterp ^i^mcn 
^ by li^it Sur > apd qur Saviowr cjedares hinjf^lf 

* mov^W^ tp preach the Sqsfppl tf) ^hc Fo^, Lsh 
t iy. Jt5.. .Che,n furfily jco $l^ir C?p?^city.- ^jbey 
f nbf> A{if r im $rfl:tai^t ifj jyere ^L^wife uiv 
*^ karpcd Men : They who^ .^jof e //E«i and Lfithu 
«"^ tefoTJWcJ it, wer^e for the M^flp# f?f i^ir 

* iCoiidjitiQp^ called, fhfi pofir Men ifUo^ p W^.ia 
f i?ifli»i'4r^ at ;this P^y, /<?/ <*ir^J, which ^ to ^y 
f ^^gg0rs. T)[\ctefqtc ^re the Sc;rip,tprcs tranflaicd 
^ infa ^y^ Yi^il^ F9ngye, as Jliing Jje^ jn main 
:* Mwwrs of gjclief mi My^Xm^ i^sin and cafy 
» to the pooreft 5 and fuch, no Icfs .t;b^ tijeir 
,^ Xeat^eriS, ihaj^e ^ ^/im to gijicte tticn> p aU 
/« Tn«h, 7^^* »i^' .2^- ,*od xyi. 13, 

^ Sgei^ then thfljt jthe €krifim Refigi^i may 
be h ea% ^tta^iwcj, j^ by mean^ C^pijusities, 
•^ .k CftpriQt he ,® uqh .diikyk l» jfii^d J^^yj, toth 

* how :lhe dPogr^ yje^ all M^ vm)^^ :%» SftOgk 

,* .W^ '» to be known of Cbrijlianity^ and they 

' who teach' them recompenccd. Firji^ if Mini- 

« fters of their own Accord, who pretend tfnt 

./ diey ^e .calje^i ariji J[cijt to Ke:^cji ^^ XJqipei, 

^^ Cate our Savioor and d[)is t^ticiples, who .went 
^ preajohmg throujgh the yillages, not only^hrough 

fi 3 •' ' ''" * 22. 
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* 22. AUs y\\\. 25. and there preathed to thcf 

* Poor as well as to the Rich, Jooking for no Re- 

* compence but in Heaven V ^^ohn iv. 35, 3^6; 
'^ hook on the Fields ; for they are white alf^i^dy td 

* Harvejl : And be tbM reapeih^ recervetbWagisi 
« and gatbereth Fruit unto Lfe Eternal: [Thiswa^ 

* their Wages.]^ But they foon will r^ply, , Hue 

* ourjelves have not wherewithal ; who jSall h^f 
^ the Charges of our Journey ? To whom it may 

* as foon be anfwered, that in likelihood they 

* are not poorer than they who did thus •, ana 

* if they have not the fame Faith whith thbfe 

* Difciples had, to truft in God and the Prdinife 

* oi Chrift for their Maintenance, as^ they did; 
« and yet intrude into the Miniftry Without -any 

* Livelihood of their own, they caft themfclvcS 

* into a miferable Hazard or Temptation, and 

* oft-times into a more miferable Neceffity, eithef 

* to ftarve, or to pleafe their Pay-mafters, rather 
•than God : And give Men juft Caufe to fufpedr, 

* that they came neither called, nor fent from 
^ above to preach the Word, but from below, by 

* the Inftind of their ov^ Hunger to feed upon thft 
^ Church. ^ ^ '■ \ ' 

^ 6t, Paul^ though born of no mean Parents, 
^ a free Citizen of the Rotnan Empire, fo little did 

* his Trade debafe him, that it rather enabled 

* him to ufe that (c) Magnanimity of preaching 

* the Gofpel through Afia and Europe at his owh 
^ Charges : Thus thofe ' Preachers among thfc 

♦ fValdefifei, 
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(cywbdt Milton calls MmiifiimHy of PreacbifJg^John Lockt 
Uies to be tbe Glorying wReb tbe Apoftlejpeakt of in i Cor. ii« 
1 5. For it were better for me to die, than that any Man 
ihould Buke my Glorying void, folm Lechers Faraphrafc, 
Fpr i had rather periih for Want, than be dcpriv'd of whp| 
^glory in, v/^. TuAtbing the Cqffcl ffeel/^ 
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* Walie^es^ the ancient Stock, of our Reforma-^ 

* tibn, wkhout thefc Helps which 1 fpe^k of, bred' 
^ up themselves in Trades, and cfpccially in Phy-^ 

* fick and Surgery ^ as well as in ithe Study of Scrip** 

* tyre (which is xht only true Thedogy) that they- 
*, might be no Burden to the Qiurch ; and by the' 

* Es^ple of Chrift^ might cure both Soul and* 
•Body i through Indoftry, joining that to then- • 

* Miniftry^ winch he join'd to his by Gift of the 

* Spirit. Thus relates Peter Gillts in his Hiftdry 

* of the JValdenfes in Piedmont. But our Minifters 
^ think Scorn to ufe a Trade, and count it the 

* Reproach oi this Age, that Tradefmen preach 

* the Gofpel. It were to b? wifli'd they were all 

* Tradefmen ; they would not then i^ many of 
*• them, for Want of another Trade, make a 
•. Trade of their J^eaching; and yet they clamour 

* that Tradefmen preach ; and yet they preach, 

* while they. themfdves a-re the worft Tradelmcn of 
*' all. As for Church' Endowments and Pojp^ons^ I 

* meet with none confidcrable before Cwjiantine^ 

* }but the Houfes and Gardens, where they met, 

* and che Places of Burial : And I pcrfwade me, 
•^ that from xhcm the ancient JValdenfes^ whom de- 

* icrvedly I cite fo ofxen, held, ^bat to endow 

* Churches is an evil Thing \ and that the Church 

* then fell ©fF and turned Whore, fitting on .that 

* Beaft in the Revelation^ when under Pope 5i7- , 
^ vefter flic receiv'd thofe temporal Donations. 

* So the forccited Tra<9:ate qIl their Dos5lrine 

* tcftifies. 

' This alfo their own Traditions of that hea- . 

* venly Voice witneffed, and .fome ot the ancient 
/ Fathers then Kving forefaw and deplored^ . And 
^ indeed, how could thefe Endowments thrive 

* better with the Church, being unjuftly taken 
^ j?y thpfc Emperors, without Suffr^^e of the 

fi 4 * People, 
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* Fbofie) QUO df the Tributes and puhlitk Landb 
♦' of each , City, whereby the Ptople became ikbic 

* ri) b« opJ>rdflcd with otjicr Taxes. Being, thcw- 
< ^fere givi^h for the moft pari: by KiDgp ^^4 
« odier publick Perfotas, and ^ likel^^ out bf the 

* PubKck, aod if widiait die Peoples Oon^, 
'^ OTJuftly ; - however jDo pubHck EoHs ^ . muxth 
^ Conc3ernmcnt to' the Good or Evil of a Commcin^ 
^* Wtelth, and in that rqgatd made publidk, 
^ thcbgh given by prirstte Pcrfbns ; or which is 

* wbrfe^ given, as the Clcrjjy then . perf waded 
♦• Men, for their Souls Healthy a pious Gift, biif 
^' as the Thath was, oft-times a Bribe to God, or 
^ to Chriji for Abfoliition, as they.' were then- 

* tac^^t, from Murders, Adtiloeries, and pther 

* hcinoos Crimes -, what fhaH be found heretofore - 
*' given by Kings or Princes out of the Publiok, 

* may juftly by the Magiftrace be recalled and re- • 

* appropriatod to the Civil Revenue : WhsMC by 
^* private or publick Perfons out of their own,, the* 

* Price of Blopd or Luft, or to fome fuch porga^ 

* torious or fuperftitioua Ufe$, not only may, but 

* ought to b? -taken off from Chrifi^ as a, fcKil 
^-Difeonour laid upon Um^ or not impioufly 
^ given, n6r in particular to any one, but m gp- 

* neral totbei^hurch's Good, may be converted to 
^ that Ufc, which Ihall be judg-d more direilly 
^ ib th^general End, Thus did the Princes aiad 

* Cities (^iGermmy in the ifirft Reformation ^ .and 
f defended their fo doing by many Reafons, which 

* are fet down at large in Sleiden^^l, S. Anno 

* 1526, and L ki. Mno 15^7, and^ /. jg. Anm 

* 1540, But thftt the Magiftrate either (>ut of 

* that Church-RevenuB which remains yet in his 

* Hahd| or cftablifliing ahy other Maintenance 

* inftead of Tithe, fhould take into his own Power 
f the ftipendiary Maintenance of Church^Mjiii- 

* ^ps, or compel it by Law^^ can ftand neither 

. ! with 
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with the Pi;(^j £?^Ai nor with Cbriffian Ik* 
hertyi but would liifpend the Church whpUy upon 
the State » and 4arn her Minifters into State- 
Peafiiuiers. 

* But to proceed farther in the Truth yet more 
frteljr ^ feeing ths Cbrtftian Church m no( Na- 
tional, but confiding of many panicular Congre- 
gations, fiibjed to many Changes, as well thro* 
Civil Accidents, as throu^ Schifn) and variQus 
Opinions, «ot to be decided by any outward 
Judg^, *bekg Matters of Confcience, whereby 
chefe prttended Church- Revenues, as they have 
been ever, ib are like to continue endlefs Matter 
of Diflention, both between the Church and Ma* 
gifir^t^, md the Churches arnoc^ them£blvest 
there wiU be foond no better Remedy to rhcfe 
Evils, otherwile incurable, than by the incqr- ' 
rupteft Counfel of thofc fFaldenfeSf our firft Re«r 
formers, to remove them as a Peft, an Apj^ of 
Pifcord in the Church, (for what elfe can be the 
SftCl of Riches, and the Snare of Money in 
Religion ?) and to convert them to thofe more 
probis^c Ufss above expreflbd, or other luch 
^ , fhall be judged moft neceflary ; cpnfidering 
that the Church of Chriji was founded in Poverty 
rathor than in Revenues, flood pureft, and prof- 
pered beft without diera, received them wlaw-r 
fuUy from them, who both ^rroneoufly and ^w^ 
juftly, fomctimcs impioolly, gave them, airf fo 
juftly was enlhared and corrupted b^ them. 
« And left it he ithought that Uefe Reiy^fiVQi 
wkhdmwvi anii ^better aoiployed, rhe Magiftrare 
ougjtt iriftead to fettle by StaiuSe ibme Mainte- 
nance 0? Miniftens, let tfcis b? ^confider'd, ^fjti 
That it iOommoB every Man's CoafcifiiK^ >t^ 
Wteit Re}i|iQaa -lie con^ibtites y and that the Civi! 
IVfe^ftrate IS intrufted with Civil Rights only, 
f i^t <w1^ Con^once^ ^jbidi ^csiff^ have up I)q>ut^ 

^ or 
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* or Rcprcfentcr of itfcif, but only of the fame 
< Mind, (d) 

* Ne^^ That what each ManjgiveS: to the Mi- 

* nifter, he gives cither as to God, or as to hi$ 
. * Teacher ; if as to God^ no Civil Power can 

* jMy cqmiecrate to religious Ufes any Pare 

* dther 



(i) This Argument of Milton*$ may be carried farther, 
thus ; Id a State df Nature, none had a Right to oblige 
.dChers to the Support of a* Religion they judgU was f^iir 
pleating CO G«cl : And oooe u\}Qn the encring ioCo^ Civil 
Society, or Bodies Politick, cguld be fuppos'd to be willing 
to iinpower the Magiftrate to oblige them to beitow their 
Labour, or give any Pare of their Property for the Mainte- 
nance of a Religion they thought God difliked ; on the con* 
crary, their entring into Society wa$ to be protefted front 
Chisas well as any other ImpoHtion. And, 

If it be unlawful for private Perfons to promote a Religion^ 
by doing of which they think they Ihould offimd God ; how 
can it belawful for the Magiftrate, either dipe£lly or indi« 
ireflly tocompel theqi toit P 

If eke Magiftrace has no Right to deprive People of what 
they gain by their Labour and Induftry for not being of hi$ 
Religion, we (hould be glad to kiiow, how he come:> to have 
a Right to compel them to do this for the ^bintenance of 
his Re%ion ? • • 

If the Magiftrate is obrtg*4 to P^^ ^H his Subjefts what 
aliFve contribute to the publick Good (and hold no Opinions 
inconfiftent with it) upon an equal Foot, how can he force • 
past of his Sttbjefts tQ contribute to the Support of a Rer^ 
gion they cannot in Conscience comply with ? Surely, they* 
that infift upon this, do not do as they would be done unto* . 

BiOiop BoadJy (ays, in his Anfwer to the Reprefeatation 
of the Committee of theLower-houfe of Convocation. f.iiJi 
^ The Magiftrate (as I have often reHiarkM)€an reach with 
<* aB his Power, no farther than outward Praftice t And th« 
<' outward Adiojis of Men, as they aifeft jiuaun Society, 
" arc the Objeftsofhis Care and Concern. —»-! — ThcMa'j 
^ giftrate is not by Temporal Punifliments or Sandions^ to 
'determine or concern himfelfwith^ff^rj^n's Religion as 
^ Religipn, but to kinder ^jf.Maa*s Religion or Confciencc 
<< from being hurtful to human Society, by piiunifhing thpfi; 
« outward Pratlices which may proceed frpmhis Conlcience^ 
^ for ought he knoWs, if they are fuch as are prejudicial tg 
V Che pMtlici^ which is his peculiar Care, f. %ff\ 
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cither of Civil Revenue, which is thePcoplcj^, 
and muft favc them from other Taxes, or of any 
Man*s Propriety, but God by fpecial Command, 
as he did by Mofts^ or the Owner himfelf by 
voluntary Intention, and the Perfwafion of his 
giving it to God : Forced Confecrations out of 
another Mah*s Eftate, arc no better than forcM 
Vows ; hateful to God, who h/ots a cheerful 
Giver ; but much more hatsefiil,, wrung out of 
Mens Purlcs to maintain a difapprovcd Mini- 
ftry againft their Confirience ; however unholy, 
infamous and diihonourable to his Minifters and 
the frec.Golpel, maintained in fuch unworthy 
manner as by Violence and Extortion : If he give 
it as to his Teacher, what Juftice or Equity com- 
pels him to pay for learning that Religion which 
leaves freely to his Choice, whether he will learn 
it or no, whether of this Teacher or another, 
and efpecially to pay for what he never learned, 
or approves not *> whereby, bcfidcs the^Wound 
^f his Conlcience, he becomes the lefs able to 
I'ecompcnce his true Teacher. Thus far hath been 
enquired by whom Church- Minifters ought to be 
nfiaintained ; and hath been proved moft natural, 
moft: equal and agreeable with Scripture, to be 
by them who receive their Teaching. 
' 'It remains laftly to confider, in what Manner 
God hath ordained that Recompence be given 
to Minifleris of the Gofpel : And by all Scripture 
it will appear, that he hdth given it to them 
not by Civil Xaw and Freehold, as they claim, 
but by -the Benevolence and free Gnltitude of^ 
fuch as receive them : Luke x. 7, 8. Eating and 
drinking fuch things as they give you. If they re^ 
ceifoe you^ eat fuch ^ngs as are fet before you. 
Mat. X 7, 8. As ye go J preachy faying, the King- 
dom tf God is af Handj Sec. Freely ye have re- 
f (fii/ed^ freely ^ive. If Qod has ordained Mini- 
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fters t9 preadi freely, whether they i|?5:eiy« Re^^ 
compence or pot, tHen cf r;airily ^e i^ath fpf bid 
both them ^^ comftl it^. and ^/i^^n ^ cop^it fan 
them. But treely given, he apcourrfs as gi^yiei) to 
bimfclf. Philip iv. li^, 17, 18. Tpfeni mse ^nd 
again to my Neceffity^ Natbecaufi l^efif^n Gift y 
hut liefire Fru\t tk^^t m^ abound Pq y^rAfupunt* 
lUving^ refmfd of pp^phipcjitus the ^rtgf mUch 
' werejint frm ym^ . anOdimr off^e$t ^mfll^ a 5^* 
crifice acc^pabk^ ipel^ l^^aff^S JiP Q^» Whijch 
cannpt be fjrom Force q^, jL5DwiJi^ngne&. Th« 
fame is £iid of Alms, l^b. x:iii, i6« tp^^GiOod 
and to comn^micate forget ^ofy fqr mti> fiic^ ^r^- 
^fices God is well f leafed. Whence th^ jy^ffiitive 
O^Jrch thought K 110 ^hs^e fq receive ^1 .^^i' 
Maintenance as the Alms pf th^ A,94it^9f^ 
Which they who defcod Titfe^i ^ if jt fflw^d« 
for their Cauie, whe^as if .ut^ly ^onfotes ih^m^ 
omit <not to fet down at large ; fcovisa^ to our 
ijanjds out ot Omen^ X^HuUi^4.^ ^QypJ^i^^ .a»nd 
others, diat K^e Clergy had their P^t|Q)>)s gfvesi 
them in Baiket^ ; aisd ^ere thence called Sporfur 
lariiy Bafket-Clerks : Tlnit -their Portk)/* ^^ a 
very mean Allpwance, only fop 9 bare Livelir 
hood > according x^ thofc Precg)i? of ^mh* Sayi^- 
our. Mat: x. 7, i^c. tine reft w[as .4iftributed to 
the Popr. They cic^ alfp put qJ P-r^^^^ the 
Difciple jof Sc. y^i/i, that l(ich>(^ the ^lergy as 
had Means of their pwpi nyt^ iK>t without 
Sin partake of 'C)iur/:h-j^in{eE»%nce, ni^t re- 
ceiving thereby Food which 4hey .aji?p>u^ -with, 
but feeding on -the Sins of ^ther Mei^ *, f^^l t\ifi 
Holy Ghoft faith of (fuch jClergy 19^^ tb^ eai 
the Sin^ of my feopl^; A»4 *at ^X^m^ at 
Antiocb^ in xbe Ye^ 340^ f\iflfe3^d ^ot eith^ 
Prieft or 3iih^ to ^ive on Ct\uni|i-MatinGQm 
without Neceluty . Thus ^i^r TijM^frs jthpni^ly es 
have cpntrijbuted cq jfhgir own Q^tation, by 

? confc|nngj 
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conicfling diat (He Church lired prinuthrely on 
Alms. • Atid I add^ that about the Year ^59, 
Cof^anAis the Enlperor haYirig fumnion'd a ge- 
neral Council of Bifhops to Aritmnum in . Italy^ 
and prorided for their Sdbfiftcnce theret thef 
Britifif and French Kfiioj^s jtidguig k not decent 
to live on the Publick, chofe t^cber to be at their 
t)wn Charges. Three only out of Bfitain^ oon- 
fimif/d thnobgh Waht, yet reftifii^ ofitrM AP 
fiftancb from the reft^ accepted the £niperor'^ 
Provifidn ; judging it more convenient to iublift 
by publick than by private Suftcnanoe. Whence' 
we may conclude, that B\Jhops dieny in thi^ 
Ifland^ had their LiveHhopd obly froin Bene'^o- 
tence. In which regard this Rekm* Sn^itiui 
Sdverus^ a g(>od Author of tjie lame Time^ highly 
praifes th«m. 

^ And the fFald^i^ our firft Refibrmcrfiiy facgtif 
from the Scripture and thefe pnmitivk Exam* 
pk% maiiitatned diole amoiig chem who bore . 
die Office of Mihiftcrs, by Alms only; . Take 
the v*y . Words ffom the Hiftory iimtten oF 
them in French^ Part 3. 1. a, a. 2. Lit Nmrrtieuf 
it ee de quoy nous fomitiei cowvertSi^ 9zc. Onr Fdoi 
and Cloathif^ isfufficieiAly adkimftnd^knd givm ui 
by way of-GrMiiude and jUnts^ ty tik g^m PetiipU 
whmmetiacb. If/thbn by Alms ahd Benevo- 
lence, not by L^CAL FicwstcB, not by Tentird 
of Freehold or Copyhold : Bar Afens,- tho* juft; 
cannot be compelled ; and Bbndvolence forced, 
is Malevolence hither^, violent ^and iliconiHlent 
with the Golpel $ and ded^^s hitting tru^ Mi^ 
nifter th^of, bit ^ lap^ibus fiirellqg ra^r* 
wiio by Fcrcc f ecciving ifc, eats the Bread of Vio- 
fence and Exadion^ no holy or juft Livelihood, 
no hot trvilly counted hoiieft, nruch lef^ bcieenr- 
ing foch'fpiritual Mihiftry. Bat, 
• ... 

t They 
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• They pretend that their Education either at 
Sch<X)I or Univerftty, hath beiHi very charge- 
able, and therefore ought to be repaired in future 
by a plentiful Mainteliance \ whenas it is welt 
known, that the better half of them, are oft- 
times poor and pitiful Boys of no Merit, or pro- 
mifing Hopes, that might entitle them to the 
publick Provifion, but their Poverty, and the 
linjuft Favour of Friends, have had moft of their 
Breeding, both at School and Univerfity, by 
Scholarfhips, Exhibitions and Fellowihips at the 
publick Coft ; which might engage them the 
rather tp give freely, as they have freely received. 

* But they will fay, we bad betaken us to fame 
other Trade or Prcfeffton^ bad we not expelled 
to find a better Liu(lihood by the Minifiry. This 
is that which I looked for, to difcover them 
openfy neither true Lovers of Laming, and fo 
very feldom guilty of it, nor true Minifters of 
theGofpel. So long ago out of Date is that 
old true Saying, i Tim, iii. i.Ifa Man defire a 
Bilhoprick^ be defires a good Work : For now 
commonly he who defires to be a Minifler, 
looks not at the Work but at , the Wages ; and 
by that Lure or Low-bell, may be toU'd from 
Parifli to Parilh, all the Town over; But what 
can be plainer Simony^ • than thus to be at Charges 
beforehand, to no other End, than to make their 
Miniftry doubly or trebly beneficial ? To whom 
it might be faid as juflly as that to Simofty Tby 
Money perijb with tbee^ becaufi thou . baft thought 
that the Gift of God may be furchafd with Money : 
Thou haft neither Part nor Lot in this Matter. 

• Next, it is a fond Error, though too much 
believed among us, to think that the Univerfity 
makes a Minifter of the Gofpel -, what it may 
conduce to other Arts and Sciences, I difputc not 
now : Bat that which makes fit a Minifter, the 
. ^ , * Scripture 
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*. Scripture can bdl thforin us to be only from 

* above ; whtnce alfo we arc bid to feck them, 

* Mat. ix. 38. Pray ye therefore the Lord of 4be 

* Harveft^ that be will fend forth Labourers into bis 

* Harvefi^ A&s xx. 28. The Flock over wbicb the 

* Holy Gbofi bath made you Overfeers. Rom. x* 
f 15. How Jball they preachy unlefs they he fent ? 

* By whom fern? By the Univerfity^ or. the Afo- 

* giftrate^ or their Belly ? No furely. But fent 

* from Gpd only, and that God, who is not their 

* Belly. And whether he be fcnt from God, or 
^ from Simon Magus^ the inward Senfe of his Cal- 
^ ling and fpiritual Ability will fufficiendy tell 

< him ; and that ilrong Obligation felt within 

* him, which was felt by the Apoftle, Will often ^ 

* exprels from him the faid Words, i Cor. ix. i6. 

* ISeceJftty is laid upon mey yea^ IVot is me^ if I 

* preach not the GofpeL Not a beggariy Necdlityy 

* and the Woe feared otherwife of perpetual W^nt, 

* but fuch a Neceffity as made him willing to 

* preach the Gofpel gratis^ and to embrace Po- 

* verty, rather than as a Woe to fear, it, i Cor^ 

* xii. 28. God hath fet fume in the Churchy firfi Apo* 
"^ JIUS98CC. Eph. iv. ii,&c. He gave fome jipofl'ks^ 

* &c. For the perje5ling of the Saints^ for the H'^ork 

* of the N&niflryj for the edifying of the Body of 

* Chnft, till we all comeJe t/je Unity of the Faith. 

* Whereby we may know, that as he nude then^ 
« at the firO, fo he makes them ftill, and to. the 
« World's End. 2 Con iii. 6. fVho bath alfo, made 

< us fit or able Mincers of the l^ew-Tefiament, i 
« Tim. iv. 14, The Gift that is in thee^ which was 

* given thee by'Prophecy^ and the Inlying- on of the 
« Hands of the Prefbytery. Thefe are all the means 
* , which we read of required in Scripture to the 

* making of a Miniftcr. All this is granted,^ you 

* will fay ; but yet it is alfo rcquifitc he fhould be 

* trarned 
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trained tip iii other Ltfarttlng, -whkh can be* nd 
Where had than at Univi!rfitite. 
' lanfoM'^ That voliat Learning, either humail 
of divine, can be neceffary to a*Minifter, n^ay 
as eaiily, and lefi changeable, be had ki any pri- 
vate Houfe. H6# ddStient elfe, and \6 m^ 
little parpofrv are all thofe Piles of Sermons; 
Notes and Comments on all Parts of the BtWei 
Bodied and Marrows of l^ivinity, beftdes all 
other Sciences, in our EngUJh Tongue ^ ftiany of 
the (ame Books which in Laftn they read at th6 
Univerfity ? And the fmali Neceffity of going 
thither to learn Divinity, I prove, firfi^ from the 
mdft Part of themfelves, who feldom oontinud 
there till they have got through Logkik, their 
firft Rudiments ; though to fay Truth, Lo^k 
alfb may much better be wanting in Difputes of 
Divinity, than in the fobtle Debates of Lawyers 
and SiaiefmeHy who yet IcldcHn or never deal with 
Syllc^fms. 

* And thofe Theological Dilputations there held 
Ijy Profcffors and Graduates, are fuch as tend leafi: 
of all to the Edification, orCapacity of the P'eople, 
but rather perplex, and leaven pure Cloftrine with 
icholaftical Traih, than enable any Minifter to 
the better preaching of the Gofpel. Whence we 
may aHo compote, fince they come to Reckon- 
ings, the Oiarges of his ilcedful Library •, which, 
though feme fliame not to value at 600 /. may 
be eompetcntly fumilhed for 60 /• If any Man, 
for his own Curiolity or DeKght, be in Books 
lardier cxpenfive, that is not to be reckoned as 
neGeffery to his Minifterial, cither Breeding or 
Fundion. 

* But Papito and oth^ Aiverfaries^ cannot he 
coffuted without Fathers and Councils^ immenfe 
Vdutnes^ and 6f vaft Charges. I will fliew thcrri 

* therefore a fhortcr and better Way of Confu- 

^ * tation. 
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^ tation. Tit. i. 9* Holing fajl the- faithful Wori^ 
as be bath been taught^ that he may be able by found 
DoSlrine^ both to exhort and convince Gainjayers : • 
Who are confuted as foon as heard, bringing' . 
that which is either not in Scripture^ or againft it.' 
To purfue them farther, through the obfcure 
and entangled Wood of Antiquity^ Fathers and* 
Councils J fighting one againft another, is need-* 
lels, endleis, not Tequifite in a Minifter, and' 
refufed by the firft Reformers of our Religion* " 
* Neither fpeak I this in contempt of Learn-*' 
ing, or the Miniftry, but hating the common' 
Cheats of both ; hating that tHey who havcf 
preached out Bilhops, Prelates and Canoniftst 
Ihould, in what ferves their own Ends, retain 
their falfc Opinions, their Phafifaical Leaven** 
their Avarice, and clofely their Ambition, theit* 
Pluralities, their Non-refidences, their odious Fees^ 
and ufc their Legal and Popi/h Arguments for* 
Tithes \ thztjndependents ihould take that Name,' . 
as they may juftly, from the true Freedom of 
Cbriftian Doftrine and Church Difcipline -, fub- 
jeft to no fuperior Judge, but God only, and 
jfeek to be Dependents on the Magi/irate for their 
Maintenance^ Which two Things, Independency 
and State^Hire in Religion, can never confift long 
or certainly together. For Magiftrates at on^ 
Time or other, not like thefe at prefent (e) ouf 
Patrons of Cbriftian Liberty, will pay none but 
fuchwhom, by their Comniittees of Examina- 
tion, they find conformable to their Interefts and 
Opinions ; and Hirelings will foon frame them- 
felves to that Intereft, and thofe Opinions, which 
they fee beft pleafing to their Paymaftcrs j arid 

I 'to 
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(e) the Parliament of the Eiiglilh Common- Weilth, in 
}^59f w vfb^m Milton tp^s Sccxct^tyf^r Foreign Ai!air>. 
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to fepm tight th€'mfeIr«S, will fotcc others as. fa' 
the Truth. 

« But nioft of all, they are to be revird tod 
Iham'd, v^ho try gut with the diftind Voice of 
notorious Hirelings, That if ye fettle not our Mm^ . 
tehancie byLaWyfarewei the Go/pel ; than which no^ 
thing can be utter'd more falfcy more ignon^inkms^ 
and I may f^iy, more UaJfjphemous againft our 
Saviptur ; whct haCh promiicd^ without t^isCc&i-^ 
dition> both his hljf. Spirit^ and bis awA Prefence 
with the Church t&^ t$e fVofWs End. Noflimg 
xnore falfe (unlefs with tljeir own Moutts . they 
condentia themfelves for the unworthieft and 
moft mercenary of all .other Minifters) by the 
Experience of Three Hundred Years aftdr Cbrifti 
and the Churches at this Day )A ^rakce^ Am-* 
Jiria'j Pclmia^ and other Places, witndling the 
contrary^ under an advcrfe JVfegiftratc, not a 
favourable : Notbidg more ignominiomy level- 
ling^ or rather under valuing, CbriH, benestth 
Mahomet. 

' For^ if it n^uft be thus, how cafi zn^.Chrifi 
tian, objeft it to a Turk^ That bis Religion /lands 
by Fdrce only \ and notjuftly fear fix)m him this 
Reply^ Toun both by Force and Money in the JuJig^ 
ment of your own Teachers. . This is that which 
m2^Les Jltheijls in the L^nd, whom they fo nfmch 
complain bi : Not the Want of Maintenanee^ or 
Preachers, ais they allcdge^ but the vnsas^. Hire-^ 
lings and Cheaters that have the Gofpel in their 
Hands : Handi that ftill crave and are never la^ 
tisBed. Likely Minifters indeed^ to proclaim 
the Faith, or to cohort our Truft in Gfiid, when 
they themfelves will not truft 'bilii to. ptovidc 
for them, in the Mefl&ge whereon, they fay, 
he fent them, but threaten for Want of tempo- 
ral Means to dcfeft it j calling that Want of 
Means, which is nothina. elfc. but the Want of , 

* their 



41 



} 



The' Great Cafi of Tithes; &c. 113 

•'their own Fafth ; and would force us tx) pay . 
^ tbe Hire of building our Faith to their covetous . 
**JfiCfcdality. 
*^ Doobclefs, if God only be He; whogiv£$ Mi-, 

* _ nifiers to bis Church till the fForlcTs End \ apd 
*^ tfirough the whole Gofpel, never fent us for Mi-. 
*' nifterS to the Schools of Philofophy, but rather. 
'bids us Beware of fuch vain Deceit , Col. if. 8., 

* rwhich the prinfiitive Church, after two or three , 

* Ages, not remembririg, brought, herfelf quickly, 
*■ to Confufion.) If all the Faithful be now a'n boh. 
^IdndaRbyalPrieJihocdy i Fet« ii. 5^9. not ex-. 

* ,duded from the DiQ^erifation ot Things holiefl:,, 
*^ after free Eledlion of the Church,, and Impofitioa, 
^'of'Hafids, there wijl not want Minifters elcfted» 
^^ put oiall Sorts and Orders of Men^- for the Gofpel 
•makes no Difference from tht Magijirate bimfelf^ 

* ti^the meanefi Artificer^ if God evidently ' favour 

* him with Jpiritual Gifts, as he can eafify, and ofc 
*" has done, while thofe Batchelor Divines, ancl 
^ Doftors of the Tippet, have J)een pafled by.- , 

* Heretofore, in the firfl: Evangelical Time^ 
•" (and It were happy for Cbriftendom if ic were fa 
> again) Minifters of the Gofpel were by nothing 
*' elfe diftinguilhed from other Chrifliam^ but by 

* their fpiritual Knowledge, and Sanftity of Life,. 

* for which the Church eleded them to be l^kei: 

* Teachers and Overfeers, though not thereby ta 

* feparate them from whatever Calling fhe thea 
« found them following befides, as the Example of 

* St. PW declares, and the firft Times of C^rj/?i- 

* anity. 

; *■ When onca they affefted to be called a Clergy^, 

* and became as it were a peculiar Tribe of Le- 
^ vitesy a Party, a diftinft Order in the Conimont 
^ Wealth, bred up for Divines in Babling-fchools, 
^' and fcdat the publick Coft, good for nothing 

* elfe but what was good for nothing, they fooa 
< ' I 2 * grew 
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grew idle ; that Idlenefs, ^ith Fulnefs of Breads , 
begat Pride, and perpetual Contention with their 
Feeders, the defpifed Laity, through all Ages-, 
ever fince, to the perverting of Religion, ai)d 
the Difturbance of all Chrijlendotn. 
' * And we may confidently conclude, it never 
^ill be otherwife, while they are thus upheld 
undepending On the Church, on which alone they 
anciently depended ; and are by the Magiffirare 
publickly maintained, a numerous Faction of. 
indigent Ferfons, crept for the moft part out 
of eittrertie Want and bad Nurture, claiming by 
divine Right and Freehbld^ the Tenth of our 
Eftates, to monopolize the Minilllry as their 
PecuHarj which is free and open to all able 
CbriJiianSj elefted by any Churph. ,, 
* Under this Pretence, exempt from all other 
Employment,- and enriching themfelves on the 
Publick, they laft of all prove commort Incen- 
diaries, and exalt their Horns againft the Magi- 
ftrate himfelt that maintains them, as the Prielt 
of Rome did foon after, againft his Benefador 
the Emperor -, aqd the Prefby ters of late in Scot^ 
land. Of which hireling CreWj together with 
all the Mifchiefs, Diffentions, Troubles, Wars^ 
meeriy of their kindling, Cbrijfend^m might fbon 
rid herfelf and be happy, if Chrijlians would but 
know their own Dignity^ their Liberty, their Adop- 
tion^ and let it not be wonder'^d, if I fay their 
fpirilual Prieflboodi whereby they have alf equally 
Accefs to any Minifterial Funftion, whenever 
called by their own Abilities and the Church, 
though they never came near Commencement or 
Univerfity. 

' * But while Proteftants^ to avoid the doe Labour 
of underflanding their Religion, are confept to 
lodge it in the Breafiy or rather in the Books of a 
Clergyman, and to take it thence by Scraps and 

« Mammocks, 
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* Mammocks, a? be difpenfcs it in his Sundafs 
^ Dole, they will be always learning and never 

* knowing \ always Infants, always either his Vat 

* fais(, as Lay-Priefts are to their Priefts, or at ocjds 
^ with him, as reformed Principles give them fome 

* Light to be not wholly, conformable^ whence in- 

* finite Difturbances in tifcie State, as they do, muft 

* needs foljow. 

* Thus much I had to fay > and I fuppotc:, wha^t 
^ may be enough to them who are not avaricioufly 

* bent otherwife, touching The likeiiefi Means ta 

* remove Hirelings cut of the Church ; than Which 
^ nothing can more conduce to Truths to' Peace^ 
^ fnd aU Happinefs both in Church and State. 

* If I be not heard nor believed, the Event will 
•^ bear me witnefi to have fpoken Truth : And 1 

* in the mean while have borne my Witnefs, not out 

* of Seagfon, to -the Church, and to my Country." . 

Thefe, Reader, are the Sentiments of this 
learned Writer, concerning Tithes and Hireling 
Minifiersy to which we fhall fubjoin fome Extrafts 
filQm the Anjwer to the Country-Parjorfs Plea^ &c. 
Jy a Member of the Houje of Commons^ publifhed in 
1736 i the Author whereof obfervcs, 

* fin HAT the Word Property was never 

* X l^fs warrantably ufed, than it had been in 

* that Plea tor Tithes. ' 

« The Tithes of the Clergy, jfays be^ are. the 
« Wages, which, as Servants of the Publick, they 

* receive from the Bounty of the Laws ; and their . 
^ Right in thofe Tithes arifing purely from the 

* Gradey their Remedy in fuing for thcni muft de- 
f pend wholly on the Willoi the Legiflative Power. 

^ A Layman's Freehold accrues to him by In- 

* heritance from his Father : A Churchmati's Free- 
f bold 'accrues to him by the Gift of the Publick, 

I 3 * on 
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^ onfuch Conditions, as ar^ .or (ball be declared- to 

* qualify the Tenure of the Poflefllon, orthe.Rcr 
, « Govery of any Rights incident to it. 

^ By Non-rompliance with thefe Condittor^y as 
^ declared in a fingle AcSt of Parliameat, he, jh^ 

* Jaft Xfmformit'j-J^^ Thoufands ,have been dcr 
i prived ia a Year, not- only of their Tithes, hm 

* their Churches, with the high Approbwiqp of all 
f> zealous Churchmen, ijind I muft fay, for. the 

* Reputation of the Sufferers in that Cafe, that m 

* fenfible as they were of their flardfliips, ^hey )>ad 

* greater Modefty than tp pall that a Profcft^ 

* which they knew tp be only a T'/'f^A 

* Nor \yould it have been endured \ and tnuch 
f lefs, that ki?owing their ppffcfljpas to bf JieWof 
f phis PykUck Donsiipn^ they fhould have "had ith^ 

* Jnfojence' to treat any Intcreft incident to their 

* Poflcfljon, as a matter of Pr^/^r^, notbflongjng - 
f to the pifpofitioh of Parliament. Every private 

< Interplt, even Rigbt^ pf Inheritance, ?ii|ft^ be 
.* governed |py the Conficieratipii of pub)ick Jnter^fl; 

< Salus Fopuli Supre/na Lesf. 

< And, nothing can be fporp infblent or ioconr 
f gruousj tlian to challepge tlie Donations qf tbp 
. • Publicic, as a Property npt to be rcfcrmed-for ^ ' 

* Convenience of the Publick! * * 

* No free State, no wife People, ercr Iq^efed 
^ fuch a Poetrine tp pafs unreproved. The^^r^ 

* rian Laws of the ancient Repviblicks,;in ^irtQ: 
f Contradiftics) to it, ordained the equal Diftrjbu- 
^ tion of L^nds, and reformed thp Grievance of 

* excenive Property^ by limiting ajiid reflraining tli6 
f PpfftfTions of their Subje4l3.'-'^W--'Tbe Lawi pf 

* England are not without the firongeft DefJ»ra- 
f tions pf the fgn^e Wifdom in piy: JLegiflafor;? \ tl^ 

< Reformers of 6\x: Churfb^ to tkeir jSonoiir bp it 

* fver r^membcr'd, wprc the Men whp avowccj this 
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^ Power of retrenching enormaus Property to be the 
< Prcrogidveof Parliament.* 

;. Aft^ quoting part of the A^s of tienry die 8th, 
for taking aviiy PeUr^Fince^ aixi foppeffing of 
MoaaAeriesv the Author proceeds. 

-> « Whp fver reads thefc Afts, will fii>d, i. That 

f the 8t€gyii^ion of Ecclefiaftical Property is fo tar 
f frfxni Gon^radiAing^ that nothing can be naore 
f naEtoral to the Genius of this free Kingdonx 

* 2. That fuch Regulation of Property in th« 
»* CNrch^ is the only Means by which any People 

* can ot^^jri a Reformation of Religion.. 3. That 
^ the Parliament of this Kingdom, in diyefting the 
*. Churcii <rf thofe ImfrqpriaHom 9f tpibe^ did not 
f allow Churchmen. to have any Property in Ttthe^ 

* And (4.) that if the Legjflature now in beings 
t proceeding in the fame Courfe ^s ourfirjt Rer- 
5 formrSf fhould think it expedient to abolifh all 
.* Tithe remaining in the Church, or to convert it 
■^ into Lay-fees, riiey coujd npt want a full ^nd 
-f proper Warrant from, tlie Afts of their Predecel^ 
'f Ifljnsi fb Ipng as the Ads for If on-pay ment of Peterr- 
^ PencAy dJR/^ for fupprefllng of Monafierie^^ fhaU 

* r^{«fiin in the Statute-books.—^—^ 

« . « The Allegation of the Clergy*s Birfhrr^bt in 
f; /i>tf ^aze?, , ;ii5 applicable, to the Afi^lr. of. Titles, 
f would make z Sjtrapger imagiijc, that either they 
♦* W^e born with fheiTtdelibl^ Charade r upon fhem, 

* ov that every Prkft ^ad Inftjution and. Inducljon 
^ ? of a Benefice^ xyeji in kis Mother* s. ff^amb. 

< If thi^ TitJifsij if the Dues, if the Maintenance, 
f which k ftow paid to the Clei^y^ were entirely 

* tal^en way, they would lofe no Birthright they 

< have in the Law •, they might lofe the Benevo- . 
f Icncc which they receive irotn the Latr, and 
. * which the Legifjature have the .fame Right to 
^'^ ' ■ ■ I 4 - ' ^ rdume. 
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refumc, as, ever they had to cftablifli, if the (ame 
Reafon which induced the Grant fliould require 
the Jlefumptjon \ i/ publjck Good fhpuld call upon 
them to rcverfe what their Anccftors confented tp 
from no other Confidcration. ■ 
^ This proidigious Ufurpation upon the Property 
pf Mankipd, makes the Bill before us (f) the 
more abfolutely ncceffary, and moves all Indig- 
nation againft the Parfon, who fii^efls,. ^a$ the 
BUI will encourage the Quaker in fetting up Right 
upon the Plea of Confcience t0 another Man's 
Eftate. 

* I faid to myfelf. Doth not the CeurUry-ParJon 
appeal to every Marts Confcience, when he tz-- 
rtszn^^'Tx^ht o^ divine Right ? \y hen he claims it 
as a Duty to God ? And muft he not fo far allow 
the ^aker^s Confcience to decide ? 

* Buty fays the Parfon, / wijh the Quaker'j Con^ 
fcience could be examined, in this Point, Is he a 
Land- Owner ? Let him be ajked^ upon his Con-' 
fcience^ whether he paid any Conftderation to the 
Vender of the Land beyond the ufual Pricey and 
upon a Suppofttion that no tithes would be due 
from his Land. Js he a Farmer ? Let him be 
ajkedy whether he pays more Rent than a Church- 
man ufedtogive for the Farm, and in Conjideratipn 
of his paying no Tithe. If he cannot fay thai he 
either bougbt or hired the Tithe (and he can fay 
neither) what Title hath he to it ? 

* I fnuft here obferve, that the Country- Par/on 
lays doyrn a Law of Property by this Examination 
of the ^aier^s Confcience •,— ? — A Propofition, 
That if any Burthen upon Land (hall continue till 
jt Icffeji the y aljie of piir L^ds, it thai becomes 

■ ' ' ^'a Propcrtv 
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a Properly in the Ufurpers, and the Landed-Men 
fliall never be difeharged, becaufe all fubfequcnt 
FUrchafes are made with the Confidcration of fuch 
an Incumbrance upon the Land. 
« There are Three remarkable Calcs in pur 
Hiftory, which will fall under this Propofition* 

* I. The ancient Rome-fcot or Peter-Pence^ was 
a Penny charged upon every Houfe by Ina^ King 
of the WeftrSaxonSj being at Rome in Pilgrimagp, 
Jnno 720, and by Offa^ King of the Mercians^ 
Anno 794, to fuftain the Englijh School thero : 
It amounted to 300 Marks and a Noble yearly 
for the whole Realm, and was paid to the See of 
Pijome on the Fcaft of St. Peter ad Ftncula^ being 
the firft Day ofAuguJiy till it was aboliflied by 
Parliament, 25 Hen. 8, Anno 1534, 

^ !^. ^he ancient Dane-gelt was a Tribute of one 
Shilling, and afterwards of two Shillings, upon 
every Hide of Land ; originally levied for clear- 
ing Ac Seas of Dani/b Pyrates, or for purchafing 
Peace of them, as by Ethelredy who raifed for 
this Purpofe 6rft 10,000/. next 16,000/. then 
36,000/. and laftly 48,000/. .Edward the Con-- 
fejfor rtltsStd. this Tax. It was leviied again by 
the Conqueror^ and by fF. Rufus ; but it was 
again releafcd by Hen. i. and finally ty King 
Stephen. 

* 3. The ancSent Subfidy given from Year 
to Year by Parliament, was ufually, as in the 
14th of Edw. 3. Stat. cap. 18. ube Prelates ^ 
Earlsy Barons^ and aU the Commons of the Realm^ 
grant to the King the ninth Lamb^ the ninth Fleecey 
the ninth Sheafs and of Cities and Boroughs^ the 
very ninth Part of all their Goods and Chattels^ to ' 
to he taken by two Tear to come. 

* Numerous Inftances of the like Subfidies may 
be fecn in iS^j^a/'s Abridgement. 
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. * Ncyw iirall thefe Cafes^ ^ix* i. In the G|fe of 

* F'etcr^fence^ which Gontimied a R^t-Qiafg^on 
^ JHoufes for the Space of 800. Year?. z\ Iii the 
^ Ca(e of Dane-gelty ly^hicb qontinued a R«nt> 
^ Charge opon Land for i^ie Spax^e of 309 Years. 

* And 3/ Ifi the Cade <j)f idie mntk Part of the Pro^- 
f 4uce of Land^ and the nifU^ Pari of diic Subjefts 
^ Gpods» ii^hich pDniinuied v^ry long the ^i^ Sul> 
J fidy to the Crown -, the Va^jue of ^e l^^de 
'* of England became imp^rcd by reafon of the 
f Charg?^ and erery ^qriohafer p^d ^, te^ ^fioe 

* %hil& (acb Incunibrance continvted upon^ thei9^ - 
' But wxHild our Anceftors hare fuf^ed eniieir 

^ th^ Pope or the Crown to ejfa^pQ |:he'. JpP*^ 
f fciemccs of the People of E^jgland^ m ^ abfurd 
f Manner of this QwtrVf Parfon ? Woufei it ^v« 
.f Jbcco jepdured either jta fee up a iii^i&/ 1>/ Cortfcience 
} to the Perpetuity of PjUer-P^ncej or J)m?^gfl^ 
1 becau& every moderii Purcha(er had |:>pi4gh( his; ^ 
f Houfe pr Land th^ f;;heaper^ by rea^^Ei fpf finch 
i Burthen upon jtbcm ? , . » 

* Doubtlcft the iame Queftioijs mighi h»;rf hee» 
/< Mked in the Cafe of Peler-P^we a»d of ^Jme-^li^ 
i as in the Cafe of I'Uh^- and the fanii^ :A|ifvre0s 

* muft have, been ivetun\ed* 

^ But the P^ry&» aflc^ furAer, If ym.hmgbi y^mr 
f I^nds and Tenements with thefe Incumbrances upon 

* tbemy %Bibal Right bav$ -ygur f&ar to he fre$4 fr^ 
.« them V ' . . / 

^ I anfwer, that I hav^ the Hight of a fv^ Subjiei^ 
« to enjoy the Produce of )v^ oWn Labqar \ the 
« Right of pa Engiyhmans to enjoy hisowQr<>fi^Q^Qn 
.f free and clear of ail iinrea^xiable Incuoal^ances i 
f an4 my Title to the incumbrcd Part pf ray ^ 

* £fl:ate is fo far good as any other M^'^ Ti^. ^ 

* it is- bai If I biiy :*a E^tc with a Rent-^ 
' Charge y an Annmty^ or a Ai^tgagf vipoa k* j^ 

* thefe Incumbrances fball be cc^dcre4 in thg 
r J f Pqrchafc 
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? Pitfchaic i yet if afterward k appears tiiat' the 
> Pcrfgn? iclaimiDg thi# ^Rgnt'Cbargfiy ibis Anmdtj^ 
I « or tJris M^rtgi^fiy wvier bad any juft Ri^nt 

f tb^ein > aip I bound to ni^ iheir ^^^ <i Title 
\ i ffffod i^ Law or Confge.nce, be»u& I ^xnighi: the 

f aiiate phfaper, on Suppofitiofi tbat ^^ ha4 
^ f }^^^l Incpmbrance? ypcm it ? 

* :ln tbp Pj^flWfipn ^f JUnd I am in the CondK 

tioQ of the pfimf Qfcupani. I am iiot bound to 

0^v7 ftiy Title tp a^y Man \ I am not hound tp 

ip^yr timt I (i^Dght i4 or inherit it. It 13 &kfficicnt 

{h^t I pp(reC$ it» yn}^i^ he can ihew a prior or 

,* I>et^ Hight to if. JJoid whether I bcHjght my 

f fr^po(d fkf^x pr desirer, I asi by Law and 

<f CoQ^iepG^ i(\titl^ $Q hoki it as- free and elear^ as 

\f if I ha4 held it &PIP the Crfiadon of the World. 

Tf^ when the ancient Subddy of a »mtb Pari 

\ gained Eft^blilHnRent by Courfe cf.Time^ 

, ^ the ^rip^^ pf La{id§ became cheaper by reafon 

.f pf fhiii ]^x3<ftiQn, wo<4d not die Grown have had 

.* dfi lifl^e of Perpetuity if> the mtb Latnb, the 

? ninth Fleece, thip mib Shea^ and the nin^b Pat^ 

f pf ^he Qopd$ of all the $ubJ€<Ss, by the fame 

> If yl^ of Coni^ience as t^ie C^gy clakn an E(kce 
■^ i^ the T^if^if ? Bccauje the Coiviwiaoce of tb; 
,t y%patiop had lower'-d the Rents of all the 
J Land§. 

« Tbift DOi^rine pf gaining aji Eft*te in Penpc- 

> tuity «hrb^ apy Iii>pplijjipii> uppn Land^ which, by 
< Lenjgti^ of Tiia? ip^^ the Valu^ ofif'l^s ii? fub^ 
f feq*ient Ali^ofttipflis^ wd by pretendoi Equity, 

.^^ tjhg; J/iffr40 in if;Ms^Q aU ncm Purchafcra,. is of 

^^ daRgeroms <?opfequ§nipe to Ae whote LAHtDco 

f lNT*.iL««T pf thi^ Xjijgdoral. It efebliflifis a 

- ? Wl^fymMb^^ ifi^ JP-lJCtftTVAi Laicd Tax^j 

^ bcc^W^ wirJiin ^y or- fifty Year* Time, fincc 

\k th^ JUp4 feftth bOTM tW* Chaiige^ the V^hw df 

♦ l^attd hath diminifhed in proportion 5 and Two- 

^* ' ' ' : ' ' • ' '*' * thirds 
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thirds of the Lands of Endand^ having widiin 
that Time by Purchafe or Exchange paffed inta 
the Hands of new Owners, (as may poffibly be 
the cafe of all our Lands before this Tax can be 
releafed) therefore the Land-Owner^ who bought 
his .Land fubjeft to the u-fual Land-Tax, fliall in 
Equity and Confcience be for ever liable to pay 
two^ three^ or foUr ShiUings in the Pound, by 
reafon of his haying bought the Land cheaper. 
« And the Country- Par/bn fhaJI afk him tbofe 
fubtle Qucftions, Is be a Land-Owner ? Let him 
be afi^ei upon his (knfcience^ whether be paid any 
Conjidera^n to the Vender of the Land beyond the 
ufual Pricey and ^pon Suppofition that no Land-Tax 
would be due from Us Loftd. Is hez. Farmer ? 
Let him be ajked upon his Confcience^ uubether be 
pays mare Rent than ufed to be given for the Fdrm^ 
and in Confideration 4f his paying no Land-7ax. If 
be cannot Jay^ that he either bought or hired the 
Land-Tax (and he can fay neither) what Title hath 
be to it ? and therefore there mufl bt ahpthcr 
Owner who i&^/A a juft Title to it. - 
* From Rules of Property and Rights of EJiate^ 
jTuch 9$ this Country Par fun would eftablifh, it 
muft follow, that no Ufurpation on the Lands of 
a Kingdom could ever be refumed confiftently 
with Confcience ; that the Foundations of Eccle- 
fiafticks in the Church of Rome itfelf ought not 
to be taken away, becaufe the Priefts have the 
Icg^ Eftate vefted in them ; that the Impofitions 
of arbitrary Power become Matter of Right in 
Perfbns who can work the ancient Land Owners 
out of their Inheritances ; and diat if Ship* 
Money had been exacted for a Length of Time, 
till the Value of all our Lands had funk under 
the Exaftions, New Purcbafers would have had 
no Rigbt to have been eafed of the Burden, be- 

f caulc 
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caufe they would have bought the Land charged 
with it, and cheaper by reafon of it. 

• In Ihort, fuch Confequenccs are unavoidable 
from this Part of tht Country-Parfptfs Plc^, that 
were he to fhew himfelf in bis proper Figure^ 
Ipeaking in this Manner againft the Right of the 
People of Etigland tp enjoy their own Lands, an 
Impeaching Parliament might probably chaigc 
him as an Enemy to Property ; a Betrayer of the 
Rights and Liberties of the People \ advancing 
falfe DoSrines of dangerous Confeqnenee to the Con-- 
fthution of the Ksngdomj and which tend to fubvert 
the Proteftant Religion^ to obftruii alt Reformation 
in the Chriffian Churchy to revive Popery and 
Popifli Foundations^ and to JuhjeSl the Common;^ 
of this Realm to the Toke of enormous Ecclefiajiical 
Power. 

* Leaving him to the Dilcipline of fiich National 
Juftice whenever it fhall find him ■! totally 
deriy him, or any Perfon living, to poffefe any 
Eftate in the Land, by reafon of its having been 
lower'd in Value, through an unjuft Impofition ; 
I conceive his Claim of Tithe to have no other 
Foundation in Law or Confcience than Peter- 
Pence had before it was abolifh'd by Aft of Par- 
liament •, I conceive them both to have ,befcii 
Ufurpatjons of the fame Nature, which grew and 
obtain'd in the Times of Darknefs and Devotion 
through the Craft of a mercenary Clergy, and the 
Superftition of a blind deluded Laity : I likcwifc, 
apprehend, that as the Wifdom of Parliament 
utterly abolifh'd the one^ bccaufe it impoverifhcd. 
the Kingdom, fo the Reprefcntatives of the Peo- 
ple have not only a RigJit, but are bound in 
Duty to moderate the other^ whenever it (hall be 
exorbitant in its Amount, or oppreflive in its 
Exactions, But, 

* Becauld 
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» Bcx^ufe tlid fiftaf ^ of i^tCkf^ irt T\6t^ iV 
* io much infifted on ^ their' Right ifi Cm/twice^ it' 
*' it4fty'&(i fit t6 encjuirc on trtiat Cdnfidefation- they 
- had thet original' <5ranti. The Cdrtfirmation of 
Kirig SlTBPHEir is an Evirftftcc of thii Kindf, thc*^ 
■jfi-eambkfdwfiiehis^asfolbws, T>fe. 
^ BECAUSE thfough the Prm^etke' of £tine\ 
Mefey t»e know ii to he fi ordered^ and by the 
Gbutcbei fubhjbing it far aHd near^ every tody 
bath hmrd, that by the Diffribution of AtmSy Peffons ' 
may be Sfohedfrom the Bonds of StHy and acquire 
the Rewards of H^afdenly ^s ; / STOTHig^, by 

• tbt Grace of Gody Khig (7/ j&igland, being ttiltin^ 
t& have a Part with tbem^ who bi an bappy I^nd of 

' Thtdinfy eicchange Heavenly ^mgs far Earthly ^^ 
andjmteff with the Lave of Gody and for the 
Salvation of my own Souly and the Souls cf my 
Pother and Mother y aftd alt my PorefatbeTs and 
Attceftors (confirm Tithes^ ahd dthcr Donations to 
the Church). 

* After fuch a Spedmen as this^> I x^annot have 
the leaft Doubt, that Eftates givch tinder fuch 

• CcMifkterattens, are of all oTrffiRs, thfe rnoft 
*^ proper for the Difpofttion' of Parliament/— ^--i 

Towards the Conclafitm of' the Diffcrfation, the 
Authi>r replies to -i/rfiat his Ancagonift had- urged 
againft wkh-holding Tithed; frorft two' Sttcates of 
Heni 8* wherein they who' do fc are ftfled EviU 
^pofed Perfons. Not regarding tbiir Duttei tb <So<f 
imd the ting ; aSling of\n'tcngodly pirv^rfe f^lt and 
Mindy &e. 

* If it be urged as the Senfe of th6fe Tirtlte con- 
« cerning Non-payment of Tithe, wilf the'Parfon 

• allow me to tite odier Sratute^ n^'adie about the 
« lame Time, as the Senfe of the Law-makerrapon 

• other Ecclcfiaftical Prctenfions. 

* I fear. 



VtheGnat Cafe of Tlthct^f^r. i^^ 

« I fear^ Hie Sen& of PalH^meot hath v^ liitle 

* "Wright Vfitb the Clergy, when it is not oa tbo 
^ Side of their Ambition ; and (herelore I maiy not 
« perhaps hold it conchifii^e,. whon^ infiuenofd by 
^ their ungodly Mani^inem, it lets them loofe to 
^ de&flDe and damn their E^oiiea^ as £wmiis U^ 
^ God and the &f^. 

^ The Statute of the firft Year of Edward- 6. 
^ cajp» %. declares, ^at Mie3iomi^Archb^tPt$,atid 
^ &JbopSs iy Deans and Cbapttrs^^ or 6 as wtll 10 th& 
*. hkg Delay^ as U $be great Cpfis and Charge (f 

* fitch Perjm whom the ISxg gkfes any /^eM^k(^ 

* rick orBiJhoprick unto^. and that, the JaidEI^wns 
^hQ in very deed no £jLe6^ioQS«, but anly hy a Writ, of 
*i CoDge Dfclire^ have Caburi, Sbadcmsj or Pre-' 

* tences cf Eleiiionsy ferving nevertbileft to nos Pnr^ 
*• pofe^ and feeming alfo deroffitory to the Kin^s 
«. Preregativi Royal. 

^ This A& of Parliament^ tho<igh not hsiA a6 
<^ prefent to be in force^ doth Certainly diow th^ 

< Senfe of our Ancefiors on the Sabjofi: of dc^ng 
*- Biihops. 

* Will the Clergy allow us to fpeak of th^ii^ fre-» 
^. tended £l6(9Lions of Bifliops jn the T^rms. of iK\^ 

* ASt of Parliament ? No -" ■ < ' it is againft divito 
«' Right* If th^ they, will not allow tkt Jnfii^i^ip» 
« o/BiJhops to be. tied down to the Preface: of a I*4w 

* made in Edward the Sixtif^ Time, will they tie 
« every Man down in the Equity of Tithes to the 

* Frefiace of a Law made in He'nry the Eighth*^ 
^ Time? . 

^ I truft in the Right of an EngUjh SiibjibS:, thae 
^ we ihall ndt be refttaincd from a laf ger Corrfidef a- 

* tipn of fo important an Affair, and th^t nekher;Our 

* Duty to God or the King fh4l b§ quj^ioped for 

< no better Reaibn than our Diifc^enice of Senti^ 

* ments in the Affair of Tithe s^ 

* I reverence • 



